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For th> note mtrked * page SO. reul :— It ii quertion«b1« 
whether (he 92 Geo. ni, c. 114, and 3 Oea. IT, c M, kutho- 
ritigglhe lerying duties, apply to Viu Diemm'i Land, linca 
(heProclamtLtionoftbs Hth June, ISaS; if not, I know of no 
aothoiitf by which the dutiet and taiei, except for local pur- 
poiei, can have heea Isgally demanded. 

Page 116, line nine, iead:^t diicbargei it* weUn by the 
Shannon and (&« Ove, which, uniting with the Clyde, fall into 
thaDwwMt. 
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PREFACE. 



In the early part of the jn^seot year, my 
attention was c^ed to the subject of emigration, 
hy my advice being requested for several per- 
sons anxious to embark their fortunes in the 
Colonies ; before I made any observation which 
could induce them to prefer one colony to another, ' 
I endeavoured to inform myself of the capabili- 
ties of all ; in my researches I found that there 

was MO HODEBN COHPLBTB ACCOUNT of Van 

Dieman's Land, and as that was die quarter of 
the globe in which I thought they might best 
succeed, I have since collected a great mass of 
information, which I have embodied in the fol- 
lowing pages, and which I hope will be found 
serviceable to those who may be thinking of 
emigrating. The booka, &c, I have consulted 
are those of Barrington, Lycett, Wentworth, 
Cunningham, Osborne, Atkinson, Danger, Curr, 
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Evans, Widdowson, Bischoff, Henderson (Cal- 
cutta), Prinsep's Letters, the Van DiemanS 
Land Almanacks and Calendars firom 1827 to 
1833 inclusive, Soutbey's Observations upon 
Wool, the books published bytheVanKeman's 
I^and Company, Parliameiitary Papers, Colonial 
Newspapers, &c. Ac, and numerous private let- 
ters and documents whicli have been .placed in 
my bands by pBtstias c<»Uiected with the colqny, 
aadfrom which I have abstracted whatever T 
ihob^ pertinent to the subjects treated of. 

'It may be thought by 'S(>oie &at, never having 
beetiilrare; it ia impossible to give ccarect infor- 
mation upon the present state of flie colony ; to 
snch I reply, I have received my information 
from the most authentic and respectable sources, 
from scmie who have been there and others who 
are now Ibere, -thai I have rejected all which 
appeared to be tainted by par^ feeling — all 
upon which I could not rely ; in a word, I have 
acted merely as &e refiner, casting aside the 
dross and retaining what (in my judgment) is 
pure metal From my not being connected 
with the colony, men of aU (colonial) parties 
have kindly aided me in my undiOrtalDligj'Hluch 
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I aineerely hope will be found useful to emi- 
grants and others seeking infonnation. 

I cannot conclude without expressing my 
gratitude to those gentlemen who have ohligingly 
furnished me with papers and documents, and 
also information ; and, &ough a stranger to Dr. 
JEtoss, I hope he will permit me to express my 
admiration of the zeal and spirit with which he 
enters into all colonial a&irs, and to thank him 
for the information which his publications have 
afforded me. The story of the death of Z^mon 
was sent to me by a friend, who extracted it, 
some years since, from an Irish newspaper (in 
which it was marked " original"), the name of 
which he does not recollect I have generally 
quoted every work from which I have drawn 
information, and had it been in my power, I 
certainly should have mentioned from what 
source that story was obtained. 

H. W. P. 

Union, Sept. ZO, 1833. 
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EISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT STATE 



VAN DIEMAN'S LAND. 



DISCOVERY AND COLONIZATION OF THB ISLAND. 

Van Pieman's Land,orTasraania,asit is frequently 
called, is an island situated between the parallels of 40 
and 44 degrees south latitude, and 144 and 149 degrees 
east latitude. In extent, from north to south, it is 
About 210 miles, and from eajitto west it is about 150, 
containing a superfice of nearly 23,43^ square miles, 
or I4,999,6S0 square acres, only one half of which 
is supposed to be capable of being brought into cul- 
tivation. It is separated from New Holland by a 
channel, called Bass' Straits, which is about thirty 
leagues broad, and in which numerous small islands 
are scattered. 

Van Dieman's Land was so named in honour of the 
Dutch Govemor-Gleneral in the East Indies by the 
Dutch navigator, Abel Janeeo Tasman, who, on dis- 
covering it, on the Ist December, 1642, anchored 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



between Cape Peron, Maria Island, and Cape Frs- 
derick Hendrick. Tasman supplied his ships with 
wood and water from the island, which he took 
possession of in the name of his sovereign, and five 
days afterwards he sailed to the eastward to pnrsue 
the object of his TOyage. During the succeeding 
hundred and thirty years, no European navigator 
visited it — the desire for further discoveries in the 
southern hemisphere was dormant ; the Dutch, who 
had been the most active, appeared satisfied with what 
they had achieved, or too much engaged in commer- 
cial speculations to follow op what thej had so 
gloriously commenced. The next European who visited 
Van Dieman's Land, was our countryman. Captain 
FumeauK i he conunanded the Adventure, one of the 
two ships which the English Government sent on a 
voyage of discovery to the southern hemisphere, 
under the celebrated navigator, Cook. On the llth 
March, 1773, whilst separated from Captain Cook, 
(which occurred through a thick fog, experienced 
off St. Paul's Island, on the 4th February,) he went 
into Adventure Bay, Brun£ Island, which was then 
supposed to be part of the main island. The crew 
had a friendly interview with a tribe of "the na- 
tives, and supplied themselves with wild ducks, teal 
and fish, and also caught a kangaroo. Captain P«r- 
. nsauK then sailedalong the eastern coast of the island, 
with a view to ascertain if it was a part of New Hol- 
land, but his design was frustrated, on entering 
Baas' Straits, by unfavourable weather, which iiiduced 
him to bear away for New Zealand, where he agaift 



rejoined Captain Cook. The islftnd wtis also 
Tiuted by the expedition under Captain Cook when 
«n his last Tojage: the ships came in sight of 
the coast on the morning of the 24th Januarj, 
17?? ; on the following day part of the crews landed, 
and whilst engaged !n ^ rocoring wood and water, 
and grass for the cattle on boatd, they were Tisited 
by a trilie of natives, who approached without dia- 
playing any symptoms of fear. Some bread, and 
elephant's flesh, and several biids, were distributed , 
among them; the first two Hiey threw away or 
returned without tasting, but Ae flesh of the latter 
they greedily swallowed. A' boar and a sow were 
landed for the purpose of being left in the woods 
to propagate, but immediately they were set at liberty 
the natives seized them by the ears and legs, and at- 
tempted to. carry thea off; the sailors, however, inter- 
fered, and succeeded in saving the lives of the animals, 
which were then driven into the woods and left to 
their fate; but it is not supposed that they were suf- 
fered to survive any length of time after the ships 
quitted the Bay. A musket wasfired over the natives' 
heads on the evening of the day when the possession 
of the pigs was disputed, and caused the whole of them 
to fiy with the greatest precipitancy to the woods, 
whence that day they could not be persuaded -to re> 
turn ; hut next morning they renewed the acquaint- 
ance, and received a few beads, which they appeared 
to set some tittle value upon, though they did not 
display any desire to obtain iron, neither did they 
appear to know the use of fish-hooks.' On the mom-' 
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lag of the 30th, the vessels quitted the Bay for Nair 
Zealand, the inhabitants of which were coDsidered by 
the navigators ht saperior to those whom they had 
left 

It has been supposed that the expedition, under La 
Perouse, visited these shores in 1788, and it was 
long conjectured that thej were wreclied on thb 
island, or some of the small islands adjoining : the 
fanner supposition may be correct, though it is probable 
it never will be clearly ascertained ; but the latter is 
. now known to be erroneous, for their fate has been 
proved beyond all doubt by Captain Dillon, who dig- 
.coveredatMalicolo, one of the new Hebrides, that the in- 
habitants had various articles in their possession, which 
he supposed to belong to gentlemen in the expedition ; 
.these he purchased, and they have since been proved 
.to have belonged to individuals who were in the ships. 
Pieces of the wrecks, also, have since then been dis- 
covered i and these, together with the information 
collected from an unfortunate seaman, who had been 
some years on the island, leave no doubt of the 
'fate which overtook the expedition. In 1791, 
the French government sent two vessels, under the 
j:ommand of Bear-admiral D'Entrecasteaus, to search 
for La Peroose; on reaching Van Dieman's Land, in 
April, 1792, they anchored in Research Bay, (so 
named after one of the ships,) and whilst the crews 
were engaged in exploring the shores, they disco- 
vered D'Entrecasteaux River, Adamson's Bay, Huon 
Jtiver, and the channel which divides Brun^ from the 
toain blond. In the moDtb of January, 1793, tho 
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sftiAe expedition returned, anil resumed the invead- 
gation of the coasts, which they finally quitted on 
the 28th of February, leaving two goats on Bran6 
Island. The naturalut, Labillardiere, accompanied 
this expedition ; and, on his return to France, (which 
was delayed two or three years, in consequence of the 
ships haTing been captured by the Dutch, and the 
crews placed under arrest at Samarang, in the island 
of Java,) published an acoount of the voyage, which 
contains the best zoological and botanical history of 
the island. 

In 1797, Lieutenant Flinders, in a small sloop 
calledthefl^oryoMjdiscoveredthecTiannel which divides 
the island from New Holland, and gave it the name of 
Bass' Straits, in honor of his friend and companion Mr. 
'Bass, the surgeon of the vessel. Sailing through the 
straits he discovered the Tamar River, on which is 
now situated Launceston, the second, and one of the 
most rising towns in that part of the world ; and, after 
circumnavigating the island, he entered the Derwent, 
which he and Mr. Bass ascended many miles in the 
small boat belonging to the vessel. On returning to 
Botany Bay, where the first colony in these seas had been 
established, in 1788, Lieutenant Flinders pointed out 
the supereminent advantages which the banlcs of the 
Derwent presented, for the establishment of a colony. 
His representations, however, did not receive much 
attention, until the fear of the French forming an 
establishment on the island raised a jealousy in the 
mind of Colonel IDng, then Governor of New South 
Wales. This feeling induced him, in 1803, to despatiA 
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LientenaDt fionen with a small party of soldieiv 
and convicts to take poeseBsion of the island, and to 
form a penal settlemeot on the banks of the Derwent. 
Id the month of August, in that jear, the party 
arrived in the Derwent, on board the brig, Lady Nel- 
son ! and, disembarking, chose Risdon, a spot situated 
on the eastern bank of the rirer, a few miles above 
the site of Hobart Town, aa the place where the new 
settlement should be formed. They immediately pro- 
ceeded to clear the land, and to build honaes; hut on 
the Sid May, 1B04, before these operations were 
compl eted,and dnriog the absence of Lieutenant Bo wen, 
who had gone to Slopen Island, three or four hundred 
aborigines assembled, (as some uippose for the pur- 
pose of holding a eorrobery, or general meeting,) and 
.committed the first act of aggression by pulling down 
the hut of one Burke, which was considerably in ad- 
vance of the otbets, sJid hy< Assaulting fab wife, 
lientenant Moore, of the New South Wales oorps, the 
officer in command, thinking, from the hostile bearing 
of the natives, and from the attack on Burke's wife 
and hut, that an attempt Ui drive the settlers from the 
island was premeditated, collected the convicts and 
nulitury, and drove them into the woo^ In this 
eocouDter some of the natives were killed, but the 
p^cise number cannot be ascertained ; twenty is sup- 
posed to be within bounds though many persons now 
living say as many as fifty. It is asserted by some, 
that this encounter prodnced feelings of resentment in 
the breasts of the. deluded beings, which they and 
-their children, until lately, baTe cherished. Whefhar 
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«^ Bo£ thHt supposition is well foonfled, it is impo»- 
sibla to determine ; but it is cert«n that no European 
flverinu|MrfMtlj secure in their company, tot although 
they mifht hare received kindness and taToor. from 
him, still tbey wontd endetvour to injure liim the 
tuoment he turned totake his departure. 

Shortly after this aggression. Lie utenaQt-GoTenior 
Collins arrived. He kad sailed in the nuiDth.of April, 
ld03,.frota England, in his Majesty's ship CaieuOa, 
50 ;gnns, accompanied by the transport ship Oeeati, 
with a view to fonu a settlement at Port Philip; Now 
Sooth Wales. Ob arrinng there, the ditBoalties mhidi 
presented tbemselres, induced Um to imte a letter to 
Qorernor King, appridng bim that tlte formation of 
a colony at that spot was impractioable. 

In reply to this communication, GoTemor King 
desired him to sail for the Derwent and take the com' 
mand of the party which had already been sent there. 
Tliese instructions were acted upon, and Ueutenant- 
GoreraoT Collins, with one draft of his party, arrived 
in the Derwent, where he found the colony at Risdon 
expecting another attack on the part of the natives, and 
almost slarvedfrom want of supplies. On assuming the 
command, be surveyed the country on eitheraideofthe 
Derwent, and detennioedto abandon Risdon for the pre- 
sent site of Hobart Town, eoneidering it more eligible 
for a town than that previously chosen by Lieutenant 
Bowea. Oa the 28th June following, the remainder 
of Lieutenant-Governor Collins' party reached the 
Derwentfrom Port Philip, and thns was this settlement, 
wUch now forms a piominent feature in the southern 
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hemisphere, MUblislied. Id the month of October 1S04, . 
lientenant Colonel Patterson establuhed himself at 
Port Dalrfmple, of nhich place he was nominated ■ 
Commandant. In 1805, Bereral convict prisoners ran 
away with.B boat to Ojs^t Bay, where one of them 
was killed b; the natives, who afterwards, in 1806, 
attempted to cat off a watering party at Brown's 
River, on neither of which occasions had thej re- 
ceived any provocation. From that time to 1810, 
the colonists endured the greatest privations. Ip the . 
previous yean, 1606 and 1807, the settlement hod 
been devoid of bread, floui and biscuit, and the people 
compelled to subsist on the flesh of the kangaroo, 
fish, and Botany Bay greens.* Sheep and cattle were 
about this period introduced in considerable numbeis . 
from India and Norfolk Island ; but they were of very 
inferior descriptions, being chiefly Bengal stock. On 
the 24th March, 1810, LieutenanUGovemor Collins 
died very suddenly, in the 54th year of his age, 
having adminbtered the a&irs of the colony for six 
years and one month. He was honest and upright, 
kind and affable, but he required eneigy and determi- 
nation to fit him for the office nhich he occupied in- 
the colony. His body was interred in the town with 
ceremony and pomp; but in a few years his memory 
was forgotten, and the ^ot where his body reposed 
was trampled over, no monument or stone being 
placed to mark his grave. 
. On. the death of this gentleman, the adminbtration 

* A kind ot se*-Teed. 
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of allUn devolved on Lieatemuit Edward Lord, R. M., - 
^terwajdi on Captain Wiltiam Mnmj, 73d regiment, 
and mlMeqiieatlj on Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew ' 
Geils, 73d K^iment; the«e three last-mentioned 
officer* each adopted the title of " Commandant," and 
coBdneted the buaineu of the colonj in the absence of 
a regularlj-appointed LieutenaDt-OoTemor. 

Colonel Thomas Davej, the second lieuteaant- 
GoTcrnor of the island, took the reins of govenunent 
from Lieuteoant-Colonel Cieils, on the 4th Febraary, 
1813, and continued in office ratbermorethanfouryears;- 
he was an eccentric, cheer&l and gallant officer of the - 
old school, but was defident in most of the qualifica- . 
tions which the governor of a penal settlement should 
pOBsess. During the time Colonel Davey was LieU' 
tenant-Governor, John Whitehead and Michael Howe, 
two notorioiislj cruel and blood-minded convicts, who ■ 
had previously escaped to the woods, formed a band, 
which at one time counted above twenty, who com- 
mitted many robberies and murders. The whole 
community was at this time much agitated by the 
accounts of their numerous excesses, and by reports of 
so many others they had never committed, fliat 
Grovemor Davey offered rewards for the apprehension , 
of any of the band, and shortly after established, 
martial law, which was continued in force until the . 
following October, when it was repealed by order of 
the Governor-in-Chief. In April, 1817, IJeutenant- 
Govemor Sorell assumed the government of the settle- 
ments in Van Dieraan's Land ; and in October of the 
following year, the world was freed of Howe, who 
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KBS tbe most desiperate of the busb-raogera. 'With' 
this man'! daaOi, confidence waa restored to the c<Ha- 
munity,' wHtoh reeorered from the state of alarm his 
outiages had natmallf created. The colony, however, 
did not lAng'OOntinne without a. blight; for about thie' 
time-thd aatiMB,' who had not been frieadly since the 
encounter at Risdon, displayed greaiar hostiiity -than 
usaal ; the spark which that unfortunate alfVa; 
lighted, is Supposed to have bean fanned into Same ' 
hf the deep injuries these unfortunate beings sns- 
Uined at the hands of the baah-rangen, and the con- 
victs generally. Colonel Sorell quitted the colony 
shoTtlf' after, being superseded by Colonel Arthur, 
the present Lieutenant-Grovetiior, who entered upon 
his duties on the l4th May, 1824. ' Colonel Seiell 
h now alive ; and since he relinquished the govern- 
ment, fw3 received from the colony a penuon of 
£-'>00, which must surely be considered a wilfol and 
unjustifiable expenditure of the colonial funds. If 
thtf colony is to be taxed £500 per annum for every 
(J!«vemor who is sent from England, we must not be 
surprised at Sequent change*, and that high and dis- 
tingnished post being delegated to toad-eaters and 
men totally unfitted to administer the afiaira of a 
rising colony. The observations here made, are not 
written with any intention b) be Unkind to Colonel 
Sorell, neither are they meant to degrade him 
in the estimation of the colonists. That Colonel 
Sorell was open-hearted, courteous, and afiable to 
rich and poor, freeman and bondsman, is admitted ; 
but that because he was open-hearted, courteous and 

D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



11 

aSible, to rich and poor, freeman and boDcUman, he 
is entitled to £500 per annum, I deny. The day is 
past when sinecures and pensions are to be granted in 
the reckless way they have been ; and I trust the 
country will never again view on the pension list of 
B colony scarce out of ita t«ens, such sums as Oie 
following ; — 

PER ANNUM. 

Col. Sorell, late Lieutenant-Govemor, £500 
Edward Abbott, Esq., late Deputy Judge- 
Advocate - - - . 400 
Rev. R. Knopwood, M.A.,latfe Chaplain 100 
G. W. Evans, Esq., late Surveyor- 
General 200 

J. Mountgarrett, Esq., late Surgeon - 91 5 

E. Griffin, Pilot - - - - 20 

Wm. Blaclthall, Overseer - - - 12 10 

O, Smith, Overseer - - - 25 

H. Hacking, Pilot - - - - 25 



1373 15 



Such, in 1825, was the pension list of Van Die- 
nan's Land; — a colony which did not number a 
population of 20,000 souls, taxed to pay pensions 
to the amount of £1373 15s.U! making a poll 
tax of one shilling and fourpence halfpenny on the 
whole population. 

The pensions to the last four men on the list are 
not, if they were granted ^rly, objected to ; but it is 
monstrous that persons in the receipt of large in- 
comes, whilst in office, should receive pensions when 
c 
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they abandon their situations. Colonel Soiell vronld 
haTe been considered, hy posterity, a benefactor to 
the colony, had he not taken £500 a-year from its 
funds; but,ashe has accepted this large quasi recom- 
pense, his reputation will sink proportionately to the 
amoant he receives. Since 1S25, Mr. Abbott has 
paid the debt of nature, therefore no observation nil) 
be made upon his conduct, or upon the nature and 
ralue of the services upon which his claims were 
founded. 

These observations, it is trusted, will not be con- 
sidered a digression ; for, the establishing pensions is 
an era in the history of a colony, which calls for 
marked attention ; and the writings of any author 
who felled to remark upon it, would not be entitled 
to much consideration. Having expressed a decided 
hostility to pensions and sinecures, I sliall take my 
leave of the subject, hoping, that what has been said, 
will meet with due attention in the proper quarter. 

In November, 1825, General Darling, the first or 
principal Governor of New South Wales and the ter- 
ritory of Van Dieman's Land and its dependencies, 
visited Hobart Town ; and on the 3rd of December, 
a proclamation, dated at the court, Carlton House, 
June 14, 1825, announcing Van Dieman's Land and 
the Islands adjacent to be independent of the govern- 
ment of New South Wales, and delegating the power 
of the Grovemor, in his absence, to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, was issued; civil and criminal courts of law 
were established, and J. L. Pedder, Esq., barrister at 
law, was appointed to preside over them. Previous 

D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



13 
to that time, ^!torB,prosecnton, defendants, pi^ileM 
and witnesses, were compelled to reaort to Sydney to 
obtain justice. Id the year 1826, tiro of the abori- 
gines were convicted of the murder of a stock-keeper 
before the Supreme Court, and irere executed on the 
16th September in the same year. From that time 
the atrocities of the natives increased in number and 
in daring ; and Lieutenant-Governor Arthur, finding . 
all attempts at pacification vain, proclaimed martial 
law against them, and called upon the community, on 
the 7th October, 1830, to act enmascefor the purpose 
of capturing the hostile tribes. The plan of opera.- 
tiuus nas to draw a cordon across the country, and 
gradually to advance to the south, so as to drive the 
natives into TasmKn's PeoinBula, where they might be 
captured or detained. On the 24th of October the 
troops had hemmed in the two most hostile tribes, all 
of whom would have been captured, had not a settler, 
who found them hutted for the night, accompanied by 
a small party, rushed in upon them. ' The conse- 
<juence of this indiscreet attack was, that two of the 
natives were killed, and only two - ca),tured ; the 
remainder, about forty or fifty, escaping into the 
thicitets, whither it was impossible to follow them. — 
The troops continued to advance, but the natives 
escaped through the lines; and thus the expedition 
terminated without the desired effect. The aboriginea 
were, however, alarmed at these decisive operations, 
and for some time did not commit many depredations. 
At the latter end of the year 1830, Mr. Gilbert 
Robinson, a most humane, persevering, zealous, and - 

c2 



iqtrepid gentlenuto, succeeded in opeoiog an amicable 
iijtercoune with the natiTe population . of the island^ 
Kai induced thirty-four to- accompanj him to Swan 
Island, whence they have since been remoTed with 
between seventy and eighty others, who subsequently 
surrendered, to Great Island, where they are now do- 
mesticated. 

A new Act of Parliament, (9 QeOrge 4, c. 83,) in- 
creasing the number of members of the legblative 
council to fifteen, and for other purposes, arrived in 
1829. At the oommencement of . the yeu IS3I, the 
eglonbts were in high ^irits — the harvest was plen- 
tiful—the public revenue exhibited an excess of 
income by £20,000 over expenditure, and the ac- 
counts of the prices the exports brought, were en- 
couraging. It is the same, however, with the children 
of England as with the parent ; the public mind often 
undei^oes in the former a, sudden revulsion, and 
what had one moment tickled its fancy, at another 
irritates it; when the taste has been cloyed with 
sweets, it hurries to bitters. Thus suddenly and un- 
accountably wa* the public mind of the colony 
changed ; at the beginning of the year it bad revelled 
in the agreeable state of things ; but in a. few short 
months after, there was displayed an angry feeling, 
which did not moderate until a public meeting was 
held, at which the opportunity was allowed of com- 
municating their supposed grievances through the 
medium of an address to the Crown. 

In the course of that year, an instance of honor- 
able feeling was displayed by the members of the 
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Legislative Council in refusing to receive, as peiflte 
Judge, an individual who had been nominated to the 
office by the Home GoTernment. A new Judge has 
since been appointed — the Colonial Grovemot jHeld- 
ing to the opinion of the Council. Thia independent 
act of the Council, however, had the effect of suspend- 
ing its own functions (^vide abstract of the Act in 
Appendix) until the new Judge was appointed, which 
took place last year. 

The year 1832, waa remarkable for one of the largeit 
public meetings ever held in the colony, at which it 
was detennined to petition his MajeMy and both 
Honaes of Parliament for a Reprasentative Assembly, 
in lieu of the present close Council ; the resolutions 
there agreed upon are of a very important nature, 
and, as they shew the independent spirit which pre- 
Taib, I think I cannot do better than to recapitulate 

' 1st. — That it appears by the official returns of the colo- 
ny, tliat the free population amount to upwards of 14000, 
and the revenue raised by direct and indirect taxation ex- 
ceeds the annual sum of £90,O0O,--oveT which the colonists 
possess no control ; and it is therefore our bounden duty 
again to petition his Majesty, and also both Houses of 
Parliament, to grant us legislation by representation.' 

* 2nd. — That we feel a well-grounded alarm at our colo- 
nial'revenue being abstracted by means of bills of exchai^, 
drawn by the colonial agent in London upon the Colonial 
Treasurer of the colony ; more especially as the revenue is 
diverted from the purposes sanctioned bylaw; and with 
the limited amount of specie in the colony, the condition of 
such a system will'involTe us in ruin.* 
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' 3rd.— That the following petition to hit moat gtsciom 
Majesty be adopted,. praying for the enjoyment of our bnlh- 
ri^t, vii. legislation, by means of a fiill and fair tepre- 



" To the King' Mott Eicellatt Majalg. 

" Most Gbicious Sovereign, — We, the landholdera, 
merchants, and free ^inhabitants of the colony of Van Dte- 
man's Land, in public meeting conToned and assembled by 
the Sheriff of Van Dieraan's Land, beg leare to approach 
yonr Majesty, by means of this address, with the renewed 
^sannucea of our loyalty and devotion to your royal person, 
and to yoni illustrioui House. 

" llie colonists assembled in public meetii^ on tbe 23k1 
May, 1831, for the purpose, amongst other things, of pray- 
ing your Majesty togiantfuJl and ample enji^ment of th«r 
birthright, by extending to this colony legislation by repre- 
sentation; and, although youT Majesty's answer to that 
petition has not yet been made k.iwwn, and tbe most 
sanguine hopes are entertained that your Majesty will grant 
the enjoyment of that right — we, neTertheless, are bound by 
tbe present uluation of the colony, and the prospect of 
pecuniary emtianassment which is impending over us, to 
reiterate our prayers at the foot of the throne, together with 
some of the grounds upon which we look with confidence to 
the complete enjoyment of those privileges which, at 
Britons, we hare a right to possess. 

" From the most authentic accounts whidi we have been 
enabled to obtain, it appears that although the colony has 
been established only thirty years, yet that the free popula- 
tion amounts to H,000, and that the revenue, by direct and 
indirect taxation, amounts to £90,000, whilst tbe colonists 
poswss no voice or control, as to the raising or the ex- 
peoditure of this sum of money ; but the same is wholly 
exercised by the Executive Goretninenu 
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^ We abstain from enumerating inanjr grieVBDCes under 
Which the various classes of the colony have been, and still 
are sollemig, because «re feel assured that thej vill be re- 
moved, so soon as we are put into possessioa of the one im- 
pOTtant enjoyment. 

" We bare recently witnessed, with alatm, the absttactioii 
of a considerable portion of our colonial foods, by meani 
«f bilU drawn by the Odonial Agent in London upon the 
Colonial TreasuiEr of the Colony, although the law ex- 
pressly declai«s, that the revenue shall be applied to local 
purposes only ; and we humbly represent to your Majesqr 
(hat the continuation of such a system will speedily bring 
this iolalit colony to luin. 

" We glory in the institutions of our mother country — we 
feel that pride which swells the heart of every Briton — we 
know that these feelings are not inhoeut, but are the 
cffectof edocabon, and the enjoyment of those r^ts which 
belong to a British constitution — we desire to bring up out 
children wiA the same feeliogs, and to transmit to them anit 
tiieir posterity the same rights which we have enjoyed. — 
But, Sire, we feel by experience, that unless we are per- 
mitted to enjoy the blessings of an English constitution our 
cibrts will be in rain, and our posterity will only be 
Kitons in name, and that which is most justly your 
Hajesty'ii glory and our boast, will be lost to our posteri^ 
fbr ever ! 

. " We therefore most earnestly pray and beseech, that your 
Majesty will be mast giaciousty pleased to extend to this 
British colony the AiU and complete enjoyment of our 
rights as British subjects, by grantirtg to us a Legislation 
by menns of a full and fitir representatioo, in such way and 
manner as to your Majesty may sesm meet," 

' 4th.— That the following petitions to the House of Lords 
and House of Commons, piayiog for legislation by repre- 
MntatioD, be adopted by the meeting ;— 
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'' To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Tein- 
. poralin Parliament aisembled, 

" We, the landholders, merchants, and free inhabitants of 
the colony of Van Dieman's Land, in public meeting CD«- 
Tenedatid assembled t^ the Shariffof the colony for the 
purpDM of addi«ising His Most Gracious Majesty and the 
two Houses of Parliament, to grant to the colonists legisla- 
tion by representation, desire to convey to your Lordships 
the strongest assurances of enr loyalty and attachment 
to die British Govemraent, and our devotion (o the British 
cc«stitution. 

" We are desirous upon the present occatiou of ab- 
Stain&ig fram every topic which may be considered of a 
pa«ynature,ftnd we, therefore, only solicit your IjHdahips' 
attention to the facts, that Van Dieman's Laud is a colony 
purely and essentially British; that we are governed by 
British laws ; but that one of our great BritiBh rif^ts, vii.— 
legislation by representation has hitherto been iwithheld 
tern our enjoyment, and we most earnestly submit, from, 
the present extent of free population, and the amount of 
ievenuv raised by taitatton, that such right may now be 
Safely granted, and ought not longer to be kept in 
abeyance." 

(Thesequel of this petition, as well asdiat to the Com- 
mons, was an echo of that to His Majesty.) 

The 5tb, 6th, 7th, and 8tb resolutions named a 
Committee to wait on the Governor for the purpose 
of requesting him to forward the petition to the Se- 
eretary of State for presentation to his Majesty, and 
also named the memberB of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, who wer* to he asked to present and support 
the prayers. 

At the commencement of the present year, 183^ 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



there has beeo cuDsiderable excitement respecting the 
payment of the quit rents, furmerly reserved by the 
C^wn OQ granting lands. These, however, have not 
yet been exacted, but the threat of compelling their 
payment has created much ill-will ; and if enforced, 
great animosity to the colonial government will 

During the late session of Parliament, the peti- 
tions, embodying the resolutions above-mentioned, 
were presented to the Houses of Parliament, but 
nothing transpired which could induce the colonuts 
to took forward to a change. By a paper presented 
to the House of Conunons, I find that some reduction 
in the expenses of the civil establishment of the 
colony will be effected. The Governor's Private Se- 
cretary.for instance, will receive only £691 15s., which 
will save the colony £90 per annum. The Cora- 
missioners of Land Survey are very properly dis- 
charged as wholly useless, and indeed they have long 
been felt an inconvenience to newsettlersand the public 
at large. The Land Board deservedly shares the 
same fate. The next Colonial Secretary will have 
the rental of his house, £200, deducted from his 
salary. The Internal Berenue Department is in future 
to cost only £100, instead of £535 Is. 9d. The 
offices of the Registrar of the Supreme Court, and 
the Master in Chancery are to be abolished when 
vacancies occur,butIfear the abolition of these two last 
are injudicious, as they are useful offices if the pos- 
sessors have some legal knowledge. Tlius the total 
ainountofimmediale saving will be £1,151 33.6d., and 



of the prospective saving, £1,735 U. 9d., making 
together the annual sum of £2,886 Sa. 3d., a total of 
ao mean importance to a young colony which has an 
increasing pension list, — for within the last year this 
liat has had two annuitants added to it. The colo- 
nists will bear much ; but the unjust, severe, and im- 
politic system of taxation* which has been pursued, 
has created a feeling of hatred to the Grovernmeul, 
which will not be easily allayed. 

It may be gratifying to the colonists to learn that 
Governor Arthur's proposition for transferring from the 
Military Chest to the Colonial Banking Establishment, 
the money aiislng from ^the sale of land, was acceded 
to by the Secretary of State, on the 23rd Match last ; 
by this time it is probable the Governor has received 
the despatch, and I sincerely hope that it will tend to 
promote the interest of the colony. As the balance 
of trade is still against the colony, it is naturally 
drained of its metallic circulation ;t it therefore 
behoves the Government not to depress the colonists 
by withdrawing specie, but on the contrary, to assbt 
them in maintaining a sufficient circulating medium. 

• I am Ttry doubtful irhetber or not the Act 4 Geo, 4 c. 38, 
anthorisiag the levying duties, eppliea to Vui Diemtu'i Lmnd — 
if not, I know no anthorit; by which the dutiei hive b«en 

f Mr. Spring Rice infoiaied Iha Houie a! CommoDS on the 
night ot the 13th Jaly lut, '' ibaX the iin[vavemeiit hi the 
colony wu such, that it mi propoaed in future thmt the atorea 
ahould be furnished by contrtct by the foloniati themaelrea, 
inatead of being aent out from thiacannlry." — (Timet, July 16.) 
This will be a great benefit to th* cotony. 
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A new road from Hobart Tonn to the western amd 
unlocated parts of the island was in progress io May 
last, and when concluded nould open a vast tract of 
new country, which may be said to be unknown, ex- 
cepting from the reports of the surveyors, who state, 
" that it consists of fine, open, and well-sheltered un- 
dulating downs, as favourable to sheep as any other 
part of the island." The Lieutenant-Gioremor, in 
April last, made a tour throngli the located and some 
parts of the uncleared districts, and was highly gra- 
tified with the improvements which have been lately 
effected in farming operations. 

Such is a brief account of the progress of a settle- 
ment, whose rapid advance is unparalleled in the 
history of colonisation. 
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INTERNAL POLICY. 



The reader will have collected from the preceding 
pages, that at the first formation of the settlements in 
Van Dieman's Land, the Governor of New South 
Wales had jurisdiction there. When the Giovera- 
meot was purely militarj, there was, perhaps, no ill' 
convenience from the seat being so far distant ; bat 
when the number of free settlers increased, difficulties 
presented themselves, which had not been felt before. 
That settlers should take a voyage of a fortnight or 
three weeks to seek justice, or to punish malefactors, 
could not then be endured. This state of things was 
pnt an end to bj his Majesty's proclamation of the 
14th June, 1825, establishing Van Dieman's land 
an independent colony, and bestowing all the au- 
thority of a Grovernor upon the Lieutenant-Giovenior, 
when the former should not be present in the island. 
On the 12th of December following. Colonel Arthur 
assumed the power which that proclamation conferred, 
and accordingly appointed gentlemen to fill offices 
which the new government required. 

The government of the colony may be said to be 
wholly vested in the Ueutenant-Govenior ; for at- 
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tbongh there are executive and legislative councilff 
the fonner of which he must consult open all occb' 
^oQs of tnomeDt; still, he possesses the powet 'of 
acting npon his own opinion, should he follow which, 
in opposition to the opinions of the majority of the 
conncil, he ranst assign reasons in writing for so 
doing to the Secretary of State for the colonies.— 
Thus is a. wholesome check taaintaiaed on the Go- 
Temor. The membeis of the executive council are 
the Chief Justice, the Colonial Secretary and Trea- 
surer, and the Chief Police Magbtrate. The legisla- 
tive council consists of fifteen members nominated 
hy his Majesty, and has the power of imposing taxes 
and passing laws. The manner in which this council 
is instituted does not meet with approval from the 
generality of the colonists, the members being chiefly 
officers connected with the Government. The dissa- 
tisfaction which prevails has Induced the colonists 
to send petitions to the King and to both Houses of 
Parliament, praying them to grant Trial by Jury, and 
a legislative House of Representatives. The former 
they have partially obtained, but the latter lias not 
yet been acceded. Imust confess, however, I do not 
think the time is arrived, when legislation, by popular 
representation, should be granted ; though, I think 
that the community at large should be allowed to re- 
commend to his Excellency half the memhers of the 
council ; and should be reject any one, he should 
assign reasons in writing to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. 

There are two Judges to admioister the laws ; they 
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bat% juTisdictioti in ecclesiastical, civil and criiAioal 
proceedings; and the Qoremor is the peraon to whom 
lies appeal, if Iheir decisions do not give satisfaction 
to the contending parties — and in the event of the 
decision on appeal not being satisfactory, tha 
party feeling himself aggrieved may appeal (if the 
property in dispute b of the value of £500), to the 
king in council. The proceeding by indictment may 
be said to be unknown, as the Attorney-General 
"finds the bills;" but, in important, or difficult, or 
dubious coses, he is required to call to his aid the 
Solicitor-Greneral ; these proceedings are, therefore, 
in the nature of informations. The Sheriff is a paid 
officer of the Crown, as is also the Under-Sheriff: it 
was found necessary, in a colony like this, to make 
these sibiations permanent, and not to be perpetually 
changing the men who filled them. The magistracy 
was formerly unpaid ; but in consequence of the diffi- 
culty of finding gentlemen, who could give their time 
to public business, nine police magistrates, at £400 
per annum, have been appointed. These take especiii 
cognizance of offences committed by convicts, whom 
they have the power to punish summarily. There are 
still many unpaid magistrates, but their services are 
of little benefit to the colony ; and, indeed, it cannot 
be expected in a place where the time of every man is 
fully occupied in attending to his own aSalrs, watching 
his convict servants, and minding agricultural opera- 
tions, he should gratuitously give his time to the 
public. Before I conclude this chapter, I cannot re~ 
frain from .expressing a sentiment in which every 
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honest man nill,I am rare, concur, viz. — that none but 
men of probily and character !h«uld be appoiDted to 
fill situations of trust and importance in the colon;'. 
By thb, I do not mean that because a man is poor, 
or has raised himself by his own exertions, he 
ought not to be appointed to those situations in the 
colony; but I assert, and I do so fearlessly, that the 
man who has rendered himself offensive in a neigh- 
bouring colony, ought not to be sent to fill a judicial 
station ; that a noblemaa's cook ought not to be pro- 
moted to a high station, and that no one who has 
obtained goods by false representations in England, 
should be permitted to retain his situation. 

lliere has lately been a de&ult, to some extent, by 
a person filling a high situation, who might, it is said, 
(I do not know the circumstances,) have been pro- 
secuted, but who has been only punished by dismissal. 
Surely some enquiry ought to be instituted in this 
couutry into the culpable neglect which must exist 
when a man is wilfully suffered to escape the punish- 
ment his offence deserved, 

Hobart Town is the seat of the colonial govern- 
ment, comprehending the official residence of the 
Governor, the Supreme Court, and the heads of all 
the civil and military establishments of the island. 
These are all maintained by the revenue collected in 
the colony ; but the military and the convicts are paid 
by the Home Government, at an expense of nearly 
£100,000 per annum. The English laws, where they 
are known to apply, are regarded. 

The police force which has been organised, pro- 
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mises to he effective, and has already done stuck in 
preventing crime. Tbe officers, however, fre(]ueDt1y 
act the part of informera, in which character they do 
not shine; for it is not undertaken with ^ view to 
l>enefit society, hut] merely to 61! their pockets with 
the portion of the penalty they are entitled to. The 
police force in London are not allowed to receive re- 
wards for doing their duty. The penalties to which 
individuala, as informers, [witnesses, or prosecutors, 
are entitled, are paid over to a fund for general pur- 
poses ; and the same rule might be beneficially intro-, 
duced in Van INeman's Land. 
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THE ABORIGINES. 



CHAP. in. 



The natives received the first settlers apparently in 
» very friendly manner, and did not shew any signs of 
bogtility until 3rd May 1804, when tbey assembled in 
great numbers, and, without having received any pro- 
vocation, destroyed the house of a man named Burke, 
whose wife they maltreated, and proceeded to commit 
further devastation. Lieutenant Moore, of the New 
South Wales corps, the Commandant, being apprised of 
the steps which they had taken, immediately collected 
the fen soldiers, with whom and a party of convicts, he 
hastened to the spot Finding that he could not ap- 
pease them by kindness, he was compelled to resort to 
violent measures to disperse them. The first few 
shots fired were intentionally harmless : the natives, 
observing this, did not desist from committing depre- 
dations. Lieutenant Moore then ordered the soldiers 
to fire ball, which killed two or three; still, however, 
the natives continued to advance ; another, and an- 
other volley were then discharged, with frightful 
effect. The poor deluded beings at last gave up the 
unequal warfare, and retired beyond the hills. The 
numbers that weie killed and wounded cannot be 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



as 

ucertaiDed, for piraons irho are noir alrre diff«r werj 
much in tbeir statemeatB — iome Mjdiig that fifty 
were left dead, whilst others affirm that not more than 
twenty or thirty were killed and wounded. The lat- 
ter nnmbeT I am inclined to belie*e nearest the mark. 
An encoonter shortly afterwards took place at the 
spot where the hospital at Hobart Town dow stands ; 
but there the natires were quickly dispersed bj a dis- 
charge of grape-shot, fired with deadly effect. 

The first European killed by the vatiTes was « 
prisoner, one of a party who hod, a year and a half 
after the formation of the settlement, ran away with 
a boat to Oyster Bay, where he was met in the woods 
whilst punulng a kangaroo. The second white man 
mardered by the natives was George Monday; his 
death occurred in 1807, whilst out hunting, and it is 
said that the fellow who killed hiro hadsbortly before 
receiTed food from bis hands. The mauner in which 
it woe effected, is reported to be this ; — The natire 
approached, apparently unarmed, and received food ; 
Munday did not observe any signs of enmity, and, 
turning round to depart, he was struck by a spear, 
which the fellow held between his toes. From that 
time to the year 1831, they maintained a deadly hos- 
tility to all the settlers ; frequently spearing those 
whom they hod approached in apparent friendship, 
and from whom they had received favon and kind- 
nenes. Had not their sanguinary disposition been 
fairly ascertained, in the early days of the settlement, 
it might have been thought that their hostility was 
exdted by feelings of revenge for the injuries they 
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endured ; bat that cannot be said, for they dis- 
ptajed their craBl aod treacherous dispoiItioM long 
before the eoovicts took to the bush and perpetrated 
the horrible crimes irhich stain the pages of the 
early history of the colony. Two cases of this 
description, which are well authenticated, will suffice to 
shew the bratalhy that, in later years, marked &e 
conduct of the convict prisoners. A man named 
Carrots killed a native In his attempt to carry off hit 
wife ; and having cnt off the dead man's head, he 
obliged the Woman to follow him with it snspeoded 
from her neck, and to use it as a ptaything ! ! t llie 
second is that of one Harrington, a sealer, who pro- 
cured ten or fifteen native women, and placed them 
on dilTerent islands iii Bass' Straits, where be 'left 
them to procure skins ; if, however, when he returned, 
they had not obtained enough, he pnnished them by 
tying them op to trees for twenty-four or thirty-six 
hoars 'together, flagging them at interrab; and he 
killed them, not unfreqoently, if they proved stubborn. 
Several other instances might be mentioned, bdt two 
are quite sufficient to shew that the natives in late 
years have not been treated with mnch mildness. A 
Colonial Committee, formed in 1630, to inquire into 
the origin of the hostility displayed by the natives, 
reports — " It is manifestly shewn, that an intercourse 
with them has never been per^tly secure. Although 
they might 'receiTe with fovour and confidence such 
persons as landed, from time to time, on varions parts 
of the coast, or fell in widi them in other remote 
sitnations, yet no sooner was the store of presents 
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exhaiutad, or the interview from other causes cof^. 
eluded, than there was a risk of the natives 
maluDg an attack upon those very persons, from 
whom the; had, the instant before, been re- 
ceinng acts of kindness; and againat whom, up to 
that yoij moment, thej bad suffered no indication 
of hostility to betray itself. There have been, until 
the oeeurrencB gf the late outrages and the conse- 
quent total estrangement, repeated instuices of the 
natives exhibiting such confidence as, without any 
hesitation, to approach the dweUiugs of settlers, and 
to partake of such refreshmeata as were tben very 
generally offered to them; and this friendly inter- 
conne having somelimea contjnued for several days, . 
V>* unially termiikated by tbeir departing to their . 
ewa districts in a regular and peaceable manner, so 
lang aa they were held in restraint by- the presence- . 
ct a ■ufficient number of observers. But even at this - 
period there vras,t>eyond all doubt, in their disposition, 
• lurking spirit of cruelty and miscluef, as, upon very 
many occasions, and even, on their retirement from, 
houses where, w above stated, they had been kindly 
reoeiied and entertained, they have been known to put 
to death, with the utmost wantonness and inhumanity, 
•toekandbut keepers whom they fell in with in re-. 
tired stations, at a distance from protection, and who 
had never given them the slightest provocation. The 
opinion of the committee was most decided, that those 
acts of violence on the part of the natives, were 
generally to be . regaided^ not as reUliating for any 
wrongs ' which ..-they conceived themselves, co'' -■.- . 
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lively or indiriduitllr, to have endured, but u 
pFoceeding from a wanton laTage spirit, inherent 
in them, and impelling them to mischief and 
«nielt7, when it appeared probable that they might 
he perpetrated with impuidty; at the same time 
4hey attributed to the manifold insulU and injnriei 
which the unhappy people had sustained from the 
dissolute and abandoned characters whom they had un- 
fortunately encouDtered, the univenal and permanent 
excitement of tliat spirit which then prerailed, and 
which led them to wreak indiscriminate vengeance, 
as often as they found opportunity, on the persons and 
property of the white population." The Qovernment 
invariably acted in the most humane and forbearing 
manner, iosuting upon the settlers adopting in their 
intercourse conciliatory measures ; it was, however, to 
no purpose, "their wanton a.nd savage spirit" prevailed. 
M the yean 1829, 1S30, and the beginning of 1831, 
the columns of the colonial newspapers were always 
{lartially occupied with murders and robberies, commit- 
ted by them ; and the community ultimately became so 
alarmed at their repeated attacks, increasing boldness, 
and rapid movements across the country, that the Cro- 
vemment was obliged, in compliance with the general 
demand, to adopt vigorous measures for the purpose of 
capturing the offending tribes. A measnte having 
Ihat object in view vras accordingly undertaken, but it 
terminated unfavorably, as I have elsewhere stated ; it 
was not, however, without its good effects, for the na- 
tives became alarmed at the extensive operations, and 
ao doubt induced those, who afterwards surrendered to 
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Mr. Robinson, to throw thenuelTM on the mercy ind 
kiadnen of the liientenant-GoTemoT. The Dombers 
now in^the island are inconsiderable. Many of the 
natirea, the Ojster Bay and Big River Mob*,* the 
tribes which were most hostile to the settlers, are now 
at Great Island, living under the protection of the 
-govemmeDt. 

The manner in which these nativu wei« conci- 
liated, is 90 less remarkable than it is creditable to 
Mr. Robinson. After following with unremitting in- 
dustry their tracks and indications, for many hundred 
miles, he at last saw them approaching him in a 
hostile manner, anned with spears, as he was travel- 
ling between the hill,called the Peak of Tenerif!<),and 
Macquarie harbour. He was entirely nnamed, and 
unaccompanied by any white person except his 
son, the only other civilized person with him being a 
black prisoner of the colony, a. native of Owhyhee. 
'When he saw sixteen powerfal blacks advancing upon 
him, and even the chiefs of the friendly blacks, who 
accompanied him, much terrified at their warlike atti* 
tude, he prevailed on them to go forward and explain 
his peaceful intenUons, while he stood still to await 
the result. For some time after hu own people 
had quitted him, the war whoop and threatening ap- 
pearance were continued ; but on theirnCarerapproaeh 
he was agreeably relieved from suspense, by their 
promptly coming up and shaking hands, while the 
women and children soon after followed. A fall ex- 



* Colonisl phrue for trtbas. 
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{ihintioii then took place, and tke result wai ttiat 
thef agreed to aceompuiy him to the GoTemoi, who 
Mr. Bobtiuan promued would readily eomplf with all 
their wishes and supply all their wants. 

These poor crettares, previotu to the inrasion of 
their shores by Europeans, led a wandering ]ife,— 
TOaraing throughout the interior in search of the kan - 
garoo and opossam— each tribe claiming, as partioH- 
larlj it* own, a distiict, which if invaded bj another 
tribe was considered an act of aggression, and was 
imme<Uatel7 followed bj hostilities. 

It is singular* that though Van Dieman's Land 
abounds in 6ae rivers, and is surrounded hj the sea, 
they should not have advanced even to the construetion 
of the slightest raft ; but they are undoubtedly in 
the lowest possible scale of human nature, both in 
form and intellect. They have smaJl hollow eyes, 
broad short noses, with ' nostrils widely distended, 
uncommonly laige mouths, jaws elongated like the 
ourang outang, and figures scarcely more symmetri- 
cal. They are dark, short in stature, with dispropor- 
tionate!}' thin limbs and shapeless bodies, entirely 
naked, and add to this, frizzled hair, and a most 
hideous expression of countenance. The spear is a 
slender stick, nine or ten fe«t long, sharpened at the 
heaviest end ; they poise it for a few seconds in the 
hand, till it almost spins, by which means the spear 
flies with great velocity to the distance of sixty yards 
and with nnening aim. 
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Whta Peletega, a chief, mu confined in Bobait 
Town gao\, in the fear 1830, he took up an old 
bTOOin-alick, and whilst standing at a dutanee of 
about twelve jnid», threw it in the manuer of caating 
a spear, right through a imall hole, although the 
aperture was scarcely half an inch larger in diameter 
than the stick that passed through it. At another 
time, taking up a small bit of lath, which some gea- 
tlemao tryiog to throw could not cast half the dis- 
tance, he stmck it directlj' through and through the 
middle of a hat, set up at thirty yaida off. 

The GoTemmeat has sent those who hare nr- 
rendered, about one hundred, to Gtreal or I^linders 
Island, in Bass' Straits, where they are fed and 
clothed ; and, much to the credit of (he philanthropic 
indlTiduals under whose charge they are placed, 
many are now quite domesticated, and some hare been 
permitted to return to Van Dieman'a Land to assist 
ID the task of reclaiming others. 

Those who are still at Great island appear to be 
happy and contented in their new situation, and ara 
daily acquiring a relish for industrious and civilized 
habits. They are ready at all times to assist actively 
in any operulion of building huts, cultivating the 
land, &c. that is going on, while they continue at the 
same time to make escuiaions into the bush in quest 
of kangaroos and wallabies, which are fouud plentiful 
within a short dbtance of the settlement.* 



* A lima btuJi, UDSble by hii own eiertiom to procure hiSi 
tbod, was looked upon u rathar a omIms i>mib« of hia 
soucty I altar hii ■siociatei vara tuned, thaj called bin th* 
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With the exception that as jet good aachorage ha<i 
not been diseovered, the isla.nd is in every respect 
most eligible, possessing plenty of good water, well 
■heltered, and enjoying an eitensire tract of from four 
tO'five huDdrodaci«s of rich arable laud. It is however 
generally desoribed as very wild, nig-ged and hilly, 
and of little value for any other purpose than the one 
to which it is now so happily applied. 

Inrrsr, becssie, Hid the; — " he aits all tlis {mb that othar 

peopUi «Uch."— QikM Ta<ea Catuitr. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The attcotioD of the philanttiTO[nit, Honrd, wu 
first turned to the dittress of pritonen bj what fell 
under his own notice aa Sheriff of Bedford, in 1773- 
The eircimutanee which fint excited his attention, 
was leein^ some who, by the verdict of juries, were 
declared not guilty; some, against whom grand jniies 
ignored the bills, or against whom prosecutors did 
not appear, — after having been confined for months, — 
dragged back, and again locked up iir gaol, until thej 
ahonld pay the fees of the gaoler and of the clerk of 
asriie. In extending his inquiries, he not only fonnd 
that these abtuei existed in other conutiea, but he Im- 
came acqniuoted with other scenes of the most painful 
character. From the prisons he extended his obser- 
vation to hootes of correction, and found that both 
the former and the latter were full of the most crying 
abuses, and the most shocking evils. The gaol fever 
and the small pox first arrested his attention, as pre- 
vailing to the destruction of multitudes, not only of 
, felons, but also of debtors ; the horrid state in which 
prisons were kept, made them the hot-t>eds of a dis- 
temper, deriving its name, as it did its origin, from 
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tbow retreats of lice, muer]' and legal revenge, mis- 
called justice.* In proceeding to present ' a general 
view of the distres* in prisons,' he sajs, ' there are 
some prisons that we cannot look into, without 
perceiving, at the first glance at their inmates, 
that there is some great error in the management 
of them. Many who go in health}', are in a few 
monllig changed to emaciated, dejected objects. 
Some are seen pining under diseases, sick, and 
in prison, expiring on the floors of loathsome 
cells, of pestilential feven, and the confluent small- 
pox.' The cause of this , distress was declared bj 
that philanthropist to be, that many prisons were 
scantily supplied, and some almost totally destitute 
of the necessaries of life. There were several 
bridewelb, in which prisoners had no allowance 
of food. In some, the keeper farmed what little 
was allowed them, and where he engaged to supply 
each prisoner with one or two pennyworth of bread 
a day, it was sometimes, by the cupidity of the gaoler,j 
reduced one half. Although the inmates of the 
bridewells were nominally condemned to hard labour, 
ont of the avails of which it was intended they should 
be supported, there were few of these establishments 
in which any work was or could be accomplished. 
The prisoners had neither tools nor stock of any kind 
furnished them, and, accordingly, spent their time In 
sloth and debauchery. Some keepers of these houses 
who represented t to the magistrates the wants 

' North Aaiaricu) Knie*. f Howud. 
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of their priBonera, and desired foT them nece»> 
sariea, were silenced with these iQconsidemte noTds, 
'Let them work or starve.' As those gentlemen knew 
the former was impossible, thej, b; that thoughtless 
sentence inevitably doomed the poor creatures to 
the tatter. Many prisons had no supply of water 
within their waits. The prisonen locked vp in cells, 
were dependent on the mercy of the gaoler, and got 
no more than the keeper and his servants thought fit 
to bring them. In one place they were limited to 
'Uiree pints a day ; ' a scanty provision for drink and 
cleanliness.' • 

Nor was the supply sf air less scanty than that of 
foodand water. As thegaolershadtopay the Window 
Tax, they often stopped np the windows to escape 
th'is imposition. In manygaols, and most bndewells, 
no allowance was made for bedding or straw. When 
a little was furnished, it remained unchanged for 
months, till corrupted and wom^todust. When I* 
have complained of this to the keepers, their jnstifi- 
cation has been, 'the conn^ allows no straw; the 
prisoners have none but at my cost.' What the 
moral condition of the gaols was at this period, may 
be estimated from the fact thn prisoners of all sorts 
were confined together — debtors and felons, men and 
women, the novice and the confirmed thief. With all 
these, many were sentenced to the county gaob for 
slight misdemeanours, who would have been sent to 
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the bridewell, but that time wu do allowHoce msde 
there for the rapport gf the prisonen. 

These few obsetrationa inform the le&der of the 
miaenble state in which felons and prisoners were 
maintained in the gaols, and will enable him to ap- 
preciate the system, forming a remarkable contrast, 
followed in Van IKeman's Lend. 

It has been .written hj a gentleman who has long 
resided in Anstralia, " that the great source of proi- 
peritj, as regards the agriculture of the colonies, (and 
trade and comfort in erery way,) is the convict la- 
bourers." In England it is generally thought that 
the presence of convicts mnst be highly injurious to 
the colonies; bat let those who so think weigh the 
advantages and disadTtintagea, and I am certain that the 
opinions in bToar of the latter will "kick the beam." 
Those who do not give tbemselves the trouble to 
weigh, consider, and iuTestigate, will hear with satis- 
faction that Government has resolved, in future, to 
send only the least wicked offenders to Van Dieman's 
Land ; the colonists, however, will receive the inform- 
ation with different feelings : they know the benefits 
derived from convict labour — they know the expense 
of free labour — and they]also know that the freeman i* 
often more insolent, more idle,and more dissolute than 
the convict, Freemen find so many means of making 
money, that they will not continue their labour regu- 
- lariy ; for from pursuing a steady course, they work 
one half the week and abandon themselves to dissipa- 
tion for the remainder. 

The new arrangement is that the convicts shall be 
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formed into three clasaea, according to the measure 
of their cnmeg. The fint class, which is to cotuist of 
the most httrdened offenders, is to be sent to the penal 
settlement at Norfolk Island, where thejr are to be 
subjected for the remainder of their lives to latioiir; 
the second class, consisting of persons conricted 
of less heavy offences, and of whom there are some 
hopes of reformation entertained, is to be sent to Van 
Dieman'e Land, or New South Wales, there to be kept 
to labonr in chains upon the high roads, and upon 
public works ; and the third class, consisting of pri- 
soners conncted of minor offences, is to be sent to the 
colonies for distribution among the settlers. It is 
Ihonght that this anvngeraent will better suit justice 
than the plan at present adopted ; bnt I much doubt 
its success. The sjntem of reward and punishment 
wiich has latelj been adopted, has worked wonder- 
fully upon the moral condition of the poor beings, 
and I tee no reason fora change in it. The evidence 
upon secondary punishments, lately collected by a 
Committee of the House of Commons, did not extend 
to Van IHenian*s Land, and it therefore appears 
monstrous that a change should be effected there 
without inquiring as to the operation of the system 
at present pursued. 

It has been said and written, that it is no ponish- 
ment to a conriet to be transported. In former days 
there might have been some troth in the observation, 
if 1 may judge from the thieves' old song, which has 
encouraged many an incipient rogue to pursue his 
wicked coone* nntil he has been sentenced to trao*- 
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portation. The reftder will judge of the whole of the 
aODg from the first lines 

" Let ni hMie Kwtj 

To Bottnr B4y, 

Whate then ia ptentf 

And nothing to pt;." 
But the song b never now heard : and why ? Because 
the sjBtem of punishment is changed, and that joyooi 
life which it anticipalea is never experienced bj the 
convicts. Transportation is now a severe puaiahment, 
and results shew the happj effects which it pro- 

On the occasion of the expedition against the abo' 
rigines, this great moral change was particularly ob- 
servable ; for one thousand convicts possessing 
ticltets of leave then asaembled with arms in their 
hands, and behaved in the most becoming and praise- 
worthy manner. Who is there then bold enough to 
say that the system, as practised in Van Dieman's 
lAud, does not operate beneficially? and who is 
niggardly enough to lament the expense to the vono- 
Uy* — to begrudge a trifle for the salvation of a 
brother's soul from damnation ? 

Hitherto, the convict on arriving in the settlement has 
been placed in a situation, in which he is enabled im- 
mediately to commence self-reformation, (and in this 

■ The estimated sum required for tba oonrict aHkbUihrneut 
in New South Wftlea and Tui Dieman's Land, for tha jeu 
endiag April 1834, i* £130,000, baiag £13,236 less than tha 
sum voted b; puliuinit for the prerioas yau ; bat £10,009 
•kova the vote for the year endii^ April 18S2. 
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coodition will the third classstill stftnd). If, howerer, 
they committed any offence, they were immediately 
. punished by being placed a grade lower in the scale 
than new convicts : they therefore felt that they had 
something to lose and much to gain, and that very 
feeling induced them to behave well. The unhappy 
beings who will form the first class will not possess 
this incitement, and I fear results will Bhew very tit- 
tle reformation. I sincerely hape I may be mistaken. 
The expense of sending a male convict to Van 
Iceman's Land is now about £21., and of a female 
a.bout £22. The ships taken up for the service, 
however, are generally very old and very unfit for long 
Toyageai and the reason assigned for this, by a highly 
respectable merchant, a friend of mine, is, not that 
good ships cannot be obtained at the low prices at 
which the tonnage is taken up, hut that some gentle- 
men in one of the Government departments, exert a 
very improper influence for friends, ship-owners, ten- 
dering their vessels for the service. As an instance 
of this, I may mention the Amphitrite, lately wrecked 
off Boulogne ; it was ofiered for the service and re- 
jected, after being surveyed, as unseanorlhy ; the 
oviner sold it, and the new owner, who had a friend 
in the office, without expending a penny on it, sent in 
another tender, which was accepted. If better ships 
were taken up, and coarser but equally wholesome 
provisions were supplied on the voyage, without in- 
creasing the expense of transport, more humaiuty 
would be displayed. 

The beef, pork, plumb puddings, wine, beer, &c^. 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



43 
-anpplied during the vojGige, are of the best quality; 
a.nd it has been said that the punishment of bein^ 
cooped up ID a ship is so great, that the prisoners 
ought to be well fed ; but in my humble opinion, no 
kind of food can alleviate the puaishmeDt of bei)^ 
sent to sea in an unseaworthy vessel. 

The systero.of discipline hitherto pursued, and 
nhic.h will still apply (o convicts of the third class, 
and in some degiee to those of the second class, has 
been desciilied by Doctor Ross, in an able article, 
published in an annual printed in the colony, from 
which I have gathered some of the facts men- 
tioned in the few following; pages. The system, 
excellent as it is, however, is contrary to laic, for 
the 2d and 3d, William 4, c. 62, enacts "that 
. neither the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, of any 
island, colony, or settlement, nor any other person, 
. shall give any pardon, or ticiet i^ leave to any person 
lenteaced to transportation, or who shall receive a 
pardon on condition of transportation, or any order 
or permiseion to suspend or remit the labour of aiiy 
such person, except in case of illness, unless snch 
.person, if transported for seven years, shall have 
served four ; if transportedfor fourteen years, shall have 
served six ; or if transported for life, shall have served 
eight years of labour." It is very evident that the 
words ticket of leave were not uodeNtood by the 
frauier of this bill, which must be amended. A Bill 
uuitaUo bcpassed, indemnifying theofficers of thepe- 
nal settlements for granting tickets ofleave, which they 
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' have contiDued to do, DotwitlsUnding the words of 
■ tlieactjin special cases of good conduct. 

The traosport is scarcely apchored in the harboar, 
at Hobart Town, ere the convict feels hii degraded 
situation. The principal Superiatendant, and the 
Muster-Master, immediately commence taking an 
account, both of his person and of every circumstance 
that can be collected from himself, or is recorded of 
his former life or character. He b placed in a gauge 
to measure his height; his compleiioii, hair, features, 
and so forth, are carefully noted down; his body is ex- 
aminod to discover any particular marks that may 
■erveto identify him in case he should ever attempt 
to abscond. And strange to say, these people com- 
-monly employ much of their time on the passage out 
in puncturing and marking with gunpowder their 
hands, arms and breasts, with various letters and 
figures, which, being indelible, often assist the ends 
of justice in apprehending them. 

On landing, they are marched up from the beach to 
the large gaol, called the Prisoners' Barracks. There, 
attended by the chief Police Hagistrate, the principal 
Snperintendant ofConvicta, the Superlntendant of the 
Prisoners' Barracks, and other officers, as well as by the 
Surgeon-Superintendaut and Master of the ship to 
deliver up their charge, the Ueutenant-OovemoT in- 
spects and scrutinises them, one by one, while the 
principal Superintendant points out the destination of 
each, as recommended by the Board of Assignment,* 

■ This Bosrd itiignt theconvictt to the sctllert. 
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In the tenrice of the MTeral Mtllen who had applied 
for men Id rotation. His Excellency inquire* aa to the 
conduct of each prisoner while on board the vesfel, and 
ascertaini wfaethei any one among Qiem haa ju«t caue 
of complaint agaioat the Surgeon or Master. He 
then addresM* them all— reminds them of the misera- 
ble situation to whicli thej have reduced themsetres 
by transgressing the laws of their country j exhorts 
them to take warning by the fast, and to commence 
a new life in the new country ; points out to them 
that the way to wipe away the stain which disgraces 
them, is to pursue a line of good conduct; patiently 
to submit to, and comply with the laws nod regula- 
don* to which tkey are now subjected ; to be req«ctfut 
and obedient to their employers; he also cautions 
them against the certkiii consequences of an opposite 
course, warns them th&t their conduct will be closely 
WBtehed, that the most nunute fault will be recorded 
against them, and will stand in the nay of any future 
application to the QoTernroent for indulgence, and 
entreats them to avoid the debasing inRuence of liquor. 
In the course of his address his Excellency usually 
takes occasion to hold out to them that great incen- 
tive to good conduct, the ticket of leave,* or the per- 
mission, under certain goremment regulations, to la- 
bour for their own advantage, which has hitherto been 
granted, at the end of four years, to prisoners trans- 
ported for seven, who ha.ve observed a nniform course 
of good conduct till that time; at the end of sis years, 

• Vide pmge 43. 
e2 



to those transported for foarteen ; and at tfie end ot 
eight jean, to those transported for life ; while in sorac- 
ipeeiat eases of remartabty good conduct, it is granted 
before those several periods. It is never conferred in - 
any instance, however, until the whole conduct of th& 
pnsoner haa undergone the mast minute acmtiny, nor 
unless his former employers, the Colonial Secretary, 
the Police Magistrate of the district in which he re- 
sided in the service ofthe settler, and the principal Su- 
perintendaut, as well as the Lieutenant-Governor, sanc- 
tion or recommend it. Theknowledge that every part of 
hiseonduct will be subjected to this very careful inquiry, 
before any indulgence can be granted, frequently ope- 
rates as a powerful stimulus to refbnn ; while the frail 
tenure by which the ticket itself is held, being liable- 
to be forfeited for the smallest ofi^nee, serves to render 
those who enjoy it well condncted and industrious. 

The settler to whora he is assigned, then receives 
him from the hands of the principal Superintendant, 
and from that moment his course of discipline com- 
roences. As his new master conducts him to his house, 
he gives him an outline of what he is to expect — he 
convinces him that it is only by a close adherenee to bis 
duty — by the faithful And honest discharge of the la- 
bour allotted to him, that he can escape sinking into a 
condition &r worse than any he has witnessed in Eng» 
land. As he goes along the road, he perhaps remarks 
a gang of offenders who have fallen to that state. 
Every thing, indeed, he sees anj hears is calculated to 
make the strongest impressions on him. The convict 
jeanu more practical instruction in one day, than h« 
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^id prob&blj' (kll tiui former life, daring ail Ae oppof 
tuDitiea he might ■hvre bad; for he is most geuiblf 
MDTinced thdt his own interest is at atake, aod he 
tiatens with great eagerness to all that is told hin. 
He is speedilj set to work, and he es soon finds that 
ike onlj way to escape erasure or renewed pmusbmeiit, 
is at once to resign himself to his condition, hard ai it 
nay be, and to strain every neme by the fntl peifom- 
anee of his task to give his employer satisfoctioD. H« 
is watched and admonished at every step ; he cannot 
commit the least inaccuracy, but it ia remariced and 
corrected, while at the same time, he has the satis- 
faction of knowing that if he does right, if he uses his 
best endeavaars to do well in bis new occupation, hia 
conduct 4B observed and appreciated. Hb duty is for 
tAe. moat part feiy laborious, and he is liable to be 
called upon even in the middle of the night upon any 
necessary or urgent occaaion. If he is set to break up 
new land or to grub up the roots of trees, especially 
tf he be unused to nuinual exertion, no labour perhaps, 
in any country can be more severe ; auA it is moreorer 
of that nature, of that stimulating kind, that the' 
persons engaged in it are driwn on as it were to in- 
creased exertion, from the desire they feel to accom- 
plbh their work. The duty of a stock keeper, who 
would obtain Us master's approbation, ia also very 
severe in this mountainous and thickly wooded country. 
But it is not in tLe rigid eiaclibn of labour, though 
that is an essential _poiut, that the excellence of the 
prison discipline in. Van. Dieman's I^nd chiefly con- 
sists. It is in the incessant watchfulneaa to which 
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48 
the prisoner is wbjected. The moment kis maater re- 
ceire* him into hia hands from the GoTernment, hv 
applies himself with all his eoeigj to refonn him; he 
lays down to him the daitj line of hb conduct in the 
strictest manner; he cautions him at all points ; he 
watches his conduct day and night ; he encounigea 
by explaining to him the alteriating consequences - 
which a series of good conduct will lead to ; he caYe- 
fnlly separates him from the contamination of bad 
associates; or if he be allowed a companion, he places 
him under the sopervision of one, either bond or free, 
la whom he can confide, and who will assist in car- 
rying his Intentions with regard to him inloeffbct. The 
conrict, to be snre, is for the most part fed* irithout 
regtriction,andis well enough clad'and lodged at night ; 
but beyond this he has not the smallest indulgence. If 

* A nuiter ii obUgti to supply hi* mile eoniict aairuit pec 

week, with met, ten ud > h^f poundi ; flour, ten uiil ■ fc>1f 

poundg ; »ng«r, teven ouncei ; io»p, three knd i hiir ooncM ; 

■alt, two mueei. Any other Dticter iiuJi u tea, tobueo, &6. 

is only given it £uf Mioa, >* > •timulut to iaduitiy. The ptM- 

ter klio luppUsi the ocovict serranl witb two suiti of woollen 

*^' g, three piir •tockkeepei'i booti, fourihiits, and one op 

lUBually, ind pravidei for him ■ pkillasae of wool, two' 

*l and a rug. The annuil coil of ■ male conTut to b 
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ke eren posKss money, which he. has brought with 
him from Engluid, or if he have friends or connexion* 
who would be diqiosed to give him any, he has no 
opportunity of touching it Every penny he may bare 
on liis arrival, is taken firam him and lodged in the 
Savings' Bank, producing interest at the rate of five per 
cent, per annum, vinder the control of the Govern- 
ment, which vrill not pennit it to be withdrawn until 
after continued proob of good conduct. Thus by 
keying fnnq temptation, is his reformation attuned. 

I do not say that every settler who has prieonerii 
assigned to his service, follows up thu system to the 
degree here detailed ; but it is said, that the great ma- 
jority does so, and the result confirms it. [t is the in- 
terest of every asugnee, whether be be of good or .ba.d 
character, (though, if the Government is aware that 
he is bad, it will not assign him a convict,) to , adopt 
the system of reformation. The fear of losing the 
services of the convict, does not resttain a masterftom 
recommending him to be rewarded with a ticket of 
leave ; for the master who does so, - is supplied with 
another servant with the least possible delay. 

On the 31at October 1832, the total number of 
male convicts in Van Dieman's Land, amounted to 
eleven thousand and forty ; of these one hundred and 
eighty-two were at the penal settlement of Mae- 
quarle Harbour; two hundred and forty were at the 
penal settlement of Port Arthur ; forty-six were con- 
fined in gaols, and five hundred and forty-three were 
employed in chain gangs in the colony : making a total 
of nine hundred and twenty-one, actually undergoing 
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kn additional severity of punishment which the colonitfl 
regulations assign to offenders viho hare iubjected 
thenuehei, by renewed cnmes, to a secoad sMtencfe 
of condeta nation after their amral in the colooy: 
80 that not one out of eleven (Doctor Boss reckons 
one in twenty,) again subjects himself to a second 
pmrisbmeBt — a proof that the moral condition of the 
convict is mneh improved. 

The following account of the distribntion of the 
convicts will shew how they nere and are generally 
employed: — 

^ At^gned to settlers • - • ' 6396 ' 

Tickets of leave - . ' ' . . 1160 

Constables and Field Police - - 159 

; Artificers on Loan to Settlers - - 267 

; Employed in the Fublic'Works - 1645 

Sentence of TiaBsportatlon Expired 34 ' 

Free and Conditional Pardons - t2 

Invalid* ..... sa 

Sick in Hospital - - - - *9 

Died - -, - '. . - 5 

Missing* - - - - - . ■ 60 

At Haoquarie Harbour - - ' - 182 

At Port Arthur - . . - 240 

. Confined in- Oaols - - - - ' 46 

' Employed in Chain Gangs - - M3 

. Absconded* .... 204; 

Total 11,040 



■ ,Go(v^[c 



81 

Tbe great number of suicides kaown to be con- 
caitted in fits of despair, fonaa an instructive though 
meluicholj proof of the extreme sereritj' of the pre- 
sent sjTStem adopted in the colonf. It shows that the 
feelings of tbe unfortunate beings are retarniiig to a 
-sort of moTbid Mnsibility, that they see their errore, 
but have not strength of mind aufiScient to bear up 
against the disgrace of the punishment to which they 
hare subjected themselves. 

It may, perbaps, be thought that the power placed 
in the hands of tbe assignee is abnsed ; and that the 
coDTict u driven to commit suicide, bj the cruelties 
and ill-treatment practised upon faim. Such, how- 
erer, is not tbe case ; the assigned servant has at all 
times full license allowed him to complain to the 
nearest magistrate, and the Bcnitin]r with which the 
siunnaty decisions, on such occaMons, are looked to 
bj the GovemnlenI, must always insure him impartial 
justice. This readj means of obtaliung redress, esta- 
bliriied on the moat open and liberal footing throughout 
the colony, prevents the necenity of any man, however 
humble, suffering undeservedly a moment's injustice 
or ill-treatment. At the same time, he is equally, 
liable to be taken to account, if, on the other hand, be 
gives occa^on for the complaint of his master ; and 
then his panishment is not only summary, but severe. 
If he absents himself from duty for an hour^if he 
uses improper or insolent eipressions — if he becomes 

ucettuned on complete rridence, Ihougli it ii jvetty veil 
lowvn molt of tbem tie dMd. . 
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intoxicated — and, above all, if he commit a theft, or 
other criminal offence, speedy puDishment ii snre to 
follow. Hb prescribed course of conduct is direct, 
and he cannot diverge from it with impunity. 

It must not however be thought that there is little 
inconvenience attending convict labonr — that the 
prisoners are mere tools, and only reqnire to be told 
to work and they do work — that their minds are so 
subdued by the voyage that the work of reformation is 
begun and finished. No — such is not the case ; they 
require constant watching and attention. If they 
know not how to work with the axe, the pick, the 
saw, and the shovel, or to drive a team, they must 
learn, notwithstanding the inconveuienee which their 
blunders and ignorance may cause. Their career in 
England is usnally one continued scene of debtn' 
chery and depravity, and the time necessarily occupied 
in the voyage is often worse than uselenly employed 
in telling stories of crime and of wickedness, in which 
the oanatoi has been the most prominent actor- 
Nothing is more common than for flie prisoners on 
their arrivnl, knowing tfae demand for farming men, 
and the chance otherwise of their remaining in the 
public works, which they very naturally conclude is a 
harder lot than service under the settlers ; nothing is 
more common, than, as they term it, ' to hail them- 
selves' for farming men, whether they ara so or not i 
and no sooner do they come to the disappointed 
settler than a regular course of instruction must com- 
mence. A gentleman not long since received a pri- 
soner as a ploughman. ' Well, my man,' said lus sen 
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master, 'ca,Qfou plough?' ' No, Sir, I don't know what it 
ij.' ' Whftt ! and you are sent to me ew a regular plough- 
man!" Ye«,sir, they ea^tf me that, and you know Imuat 
not contradict them.' — 'But what were yon bred to V 
uked his maater. " I be come from CoTeDtry, sir i 
And I've been all my life a ribbon-treaTing, till the 
day afore I was taken, when I nas aHlriving a cart.' 
There was no alternative but to try the man with a 
cart, which he contrived to break in pieces the first 
day. The next time he only broke the pole, and 
the third experiment sufficed to fix the carriage, with ita 
load, a yard deep in a slough. The patience of his mas- 
ter being exhausted, he directed the man to cut down 
some tree*, . ai being a more harmless employment; 
but be was sadly mislaJLen. The fellow contrived, by 
dint of real exertion, to cut through s stupendous 
gum-tree, the lofty branches of which sheltered the 
bam from the westerly winds and the afternoon's son ; 
and just a week before harvest, when the com was 
about to be housed, be let the huge tree fall directly 
across the boilding, which it levelled to the ground. 
A &rmer in England, on such an occasion, would 
■cratch his head, lament his misfortune, and get rid 
of his servant) not so with the Van Dieman's Ijand 
settler — ^he repines not, but sets the convict to repair 
the mischief which he has caused. The effect is, that 
he nldmately acquires habits fitting him for bis new 
mode of life, and he becomes a useful member of the 
community. 

It falls however to the lot of a settler, sometimes 
to hare sent him a convict stubborn and indolent, and. 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



ftx is geoerally the case, ignorant of agticulturul 
operations. Then it is that the patience of the Mttler 
is tried, and then it is that he is apt to lament the 
scarcity of free labour. Aman will put up with mocli, 
without Tcpining, from a servant who ia willing, but 
he is Borctf galled when he finds that to ignorance 
are added indolence end obstinacjr. In the year 1830 
there was an instance of this at Jericho. A conTkt 
named Andrew Hulton, was set to grab up ti«ea, 
which he obstinately refused to perform, on the plea 
that being bred up a weaver, he could not handle an 
aze, pick, or shovel. To avoid work he decamped, but 
was speedily apprehended, and on his way to the ma- 
gistrate he seized an oppOTtunity to cut off his left 
hand at the wrist, which he acconiplished with an axe 
at two strokes ! 

It is not to be concealed that the syitem puisned 
in the colony has no effect upon some few prisonen 
who will persist in committing crimes until they are 
sent to a penat settlement, where Ihej are subjected 
to labour of the most severe kind. The following 
case Is an instance, but I should say it proceeded 
more from weakness and infirmity of intellect than 
from innate crime.* 

James Williams, a lad brought np and employed 
in the neighbourhood of Hereford, as a fcrmer's 
labourer, till the age of nineteen, was, after nmning. 
the usual preparatory gauntlet of lesser punishment*. 

* This in>r not spiwu lo utooiahing (th« mra bnng U 
irnonM boor) M wwlthy people ttuniog thi^liften. 
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kt hiime, convicted of picking pockets and sentenced 
to transportation for sevea years. He landed ftt 
Hobart Town in December 1823, and had been bat a 
Tery short time in the colony whea he was arrested 
on a charge of grand larceny, of which he was found 
guilty oa the 2iid November 1824, and again sen- 
tenced to seven years' transportation. As a matter of 
course, he was then placed to endure a season of pur- 
gation in the lowest gang employed in the public 
works. He eridently felt his situation of the most 
galling kind ; for, besides the misery of wearing heavy 
chains and undergoing close confinemeBt,' especially 
at night, deprived of all means of indulgence, the 
daily labour exacted from him, operating upon tiii 
indolent habits he had acquired dunng a long series 
of gaol imprisonments, both here and in England, 
proved in the highest degree irksome. The orders 
of his overseer, always submitted to with re- 
luctance, were by degrees answered with inso- 
lence, and at last with direct disobedience. For 
this repeated misconduct he was taken before a magis- 
trate and severely repMmanded, agreeably to the 
general practice in the colony of trying the raildeat 
means fir^t, and afterwards gradually increasing in 
severity according to the repetition and enormity 
of the offence. Only a few weeks elapsed before 
he absented himself from bis gang altogether, and 
when apprehended, as the nest step, he received 
twenty-five lashes, and was sent back to his duty to the 
chain-gang. ' In leas than a week he again stabbomly 
Mfiued to woik, and a similai poniahment of tweutj- 
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fire lashes was a second time inflicted. This refntc* 
toTj conduct continued until, in » few more months, he 
subjected himself to a punuhment of fifty lashes, and 
to receive no other food for fourteen dap than 
bread and water; haring, in addition to his oft* 
repeated refusal to work, threatened to knock his over- 
seer down with a hammer. Two months had not 
elapsed after thiaj before he absconded into the woods, 
and on apprehension received one hundred lashes, and 
was condemned to work in irons. Tme to the text 
he had chosen for his fate, he was caught plunderiDg 
a gang of convicU in nearly the same miserable 
plight as himself, while at work on the roads near 
the Jordan River, of the whole of their proriaions. 
In such a csae as bis, what could the law superadd to 
the measure of the hardships it had already condemned 
him to endure? However, one hundred more lasbes 
suggested Uiemselves' to the justices, and these be 
received. Hb next oSence was stealing some tobacco 
from the pocket of a fellow-prisoner, for which he 
received fifty more lashes. His back must by this 
time have been tolerably seared and callous. On the 
27th August 1829, while in the prisoners' barracks, 
h^was fonnd with two clothes lines, and a quantity 
of Mgar, evidently stolen, for which he was impri- 
soned and kept at as hard labour as could be exacted 
from him for six months, and deprived of any chance, 
whatever his future conduct might be, of ever being 
assigned to a settler, except in the remotest part of 
the interior. He successively received twenty-five 
lashes for ontrageoui conduct, and fighting in the 

D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



S7 

presence of the gurtg ; he worked ten days on the 
tread wbeel for being drunk and disorderly ; he re- 
ceived a third sentence of seven years, (his former 
ones being unexpired,) for stealing a hat, of which he 
nas coovicted at the Quarter Sessions ; in NoTember, 
1 831, he nas again tried and coDvizted capitally for 
being illegally at large while under sentence of trans- 
portation ; in seven months, being committed for a 
similar offence, he was handed over to the Chief Po- 
lice Magistrate by the Attorney-General for summary 
punishment; he contrived to secrete himself on board 
a vessel in the harbour, bound to New Zealand, in 
order to escape from the colony, where he was dis- 
covered and placed in what to any less expert toan 
would have proved inextricable confinement, bat in a 
few days after, he was delected in a second attempt in 
another vessel about to sail from the colony, and he 
U now sentenced to nndei^o a term of condemnation 
for three years, at the penal settlement at Macquarie 
Harbour. 

At Macquarie Harbour, one of the penal settle- 
ments, the convicts' punishment is rendered as severe 
as almost any circumstances on earth may be supposed 
to admit. Shut np at night within a wretched hovel, 
on a rocL in the ocean, where the only symptom of 
comfort is that which security presents ; as soon as 
the priMiners are called from rest in the morning, they 
are fed with a dish of porridge, composed of flour 
and water, with a little salt. They then embark in 
boats and row several miles to the wood-catting sta- 
tions, where they continue to work twtll their return 



58 
atnigbt, nhen thej are supplied with the only sub- 
stantial meal they teceive in the twenty-four hours. 
Their labour conaisis in cutting up the trees growing 
near the coaat, into heavy logs, which they carry on 
their shoulders, or slide to the water's edge, and form 
into rafts. During the greater part of this duty the 
coDTict haa to work up to his middle in water, and 
even in the woods from the moist and swampy nature 
of the country, his employment is of themoat disagree- 
able and harassing kind. The prospect of being re- 
warded for a series of good conduct, by a return to 
the parent colony, under the judicious management 
and humane encouragement of the Commandant, 
often sows the seeds of reformation, which are more 
effectually nourished when he is entrusted to the settler. 
The female convicts, the number of whom in the 
island on the 31st October last, was one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-nine, are, generally speaking, 
a still lower grade of beings than the men, and from 
the scarcity of free women, are frequently admitted 
into the houses of colonists as domestic servants. • 
The ordinaiy punishments inflicted on them are the 
yellow dress, solitary confinement, and having their 
hair cot off.* Such is the mistrust in their characters, 
that they are not allowed to go from one house to 

' It ia remsrlEed in Primep'i Letters, " Even ia mil small 
manage, our cook his comniitMd minder, our foolmiu biu- 
glmij, mi the hoDiemaid bigamy I" and " it ii atrange to tie 
in ■ couutrj' of tbieiea at all, but atill stranger to be tfaeiv 
without any fear of haling your pocket pidfed! Suchii th* 
admirable anugemant of tha pteaeot govenuDent." 
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^Bother widiout a goaid, and if thsf have gone throngk 

» preparatOTycoane of crirainal instruction (what in 

Kigland is called gaol discipline) thejseldoia reform.* 

Cases like the follawing are > not ancommon : — 

Charlotte T: , a dtesS'^naker, at Manchester, had 

been cooTioted of difereat ofiences before leaving 
i^igland, and was at last sentenced to seven years 
transportation. The whole period until it expired, 
was one continued aeries of offence and paaishoient 
alternately. She seldom remained above a few weeks 
in any settler's employmeBt, sometimes onlj a feW' 
hours. Her punishments coasisted of imprisonment, 
and hard labour in the House of CoiTBcdon; solitary 
coDfinement of A^m three to ten days in a dark cell, 
heing fed , ob bread and water, and placed two or 
three hours ia the steclcsi and in some instances her 
head was shaved, which is always considered a most, 
severe deprivation. This woman endured twenty-two 
punishments, until she became free at the close of last 
year ; that she will continue so is mere to be hoped, , 
i fear, than expected. 



■ The ntioni of the female canTictt per week ire :— Heil 
fiTC pounda mi a guttter ; eight poundi mad m hdf of flaui 
fvo ounoea of tea; htiS pound of luguj two ouncen of soip 
and one ounce ind ■ hilf of itlt. Ths clothing proiided an 
uuiUy i* 0B< coUan gowni two hed-gowna, or j&ckels i thre 
-sMAi; two flsaael pelticotti; two atuff ditto ; three pair o 
ahoei ; three calico caps ; thne pail of ttickingi ; tiro necl 
bsDdkorcliLers ; thies check aprona ; and one bonnet ; the CLia 
«f which i> not to «iceed £7- The bedding furnished t. 
ah«n ii the lame in i^uaaliLy aa to tbe^mea. 
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The hoys are reckoned almost as irreelaimabte a^ 
die women, and so little aDxioua were mastera to h^ve' 
them, that an oider waa issued compelling the 
takJDg one boy to a certain number of men ; this how- 
ever has lately been chang«d, and they are now sent 
to the Penal Settlement at Port Arthur, where they 
are taught different trades. Any one in the habit of 
attending constantly at the London, Middlesex, West- 
minster, or Surrey sessions, would not be surprised at 
this ; the same little urchins are there tried orer and 
orer again, and it is not until they know not whatbo- 
neaty is that they are transported.* 

No sitoationt is more worthy of pity than that of a 
parson coming ont of prbon after a term of merited' 
punishment. The mistrust inspired by a knowledge of 
his late situation, is directly opposed to his procuring 

• Iiither(iirIS29,thBn were tried It the OldBiiley, 1,716 
Middleaei felon; a^et. u an eipenie to the coudIj of £7.984 
6>. Sd. being >d iienge eipenie for aich proMcuIton of n»r 
£413*.; ■ndUlheH;ddleBeiseMioni,tb«caitofF>roiH:ultng 
188 prisonen. wm £455 17i. 2d., or aeu £2 14*. rich prose- 
cution. In 1830 at Ibe Old Bsiley. 1,777, "nd K the Sfiddle.' 
MX Miiioni 168 priioneti were tried— the naisge eipease of 
eich proieeution at the former was about £3 14*., and it the 
latter £2 ?■. ; the total eipense to the county £6,975 t6i. lOd. 
In 1831 at the Old Bailey, 1846, andat the Uiddleaex teiaiont 
140 priioueri were tried, at an eipense of £7,686 39. 4d. ; the 
Herajie of each prosecution at the former being near £3 I9i., 
and at the latter £2 10. In 1832 Ihaie were tried at the Old ' 
Bailey. 2,048 prijonera at an eipenae of £8,245 6a. lid., or 
about £4 each proietutioD, and at the Uiddleaei aeaiioai 168 . 
priaonera, Bi an expense of £381 t7B. or about £2 5i. each pro- 

oiTenderi cominitted by the city authnritiei, nor the eipenae of 
proieculioni at the Westoiiaater aeiiioni. 
f Beport of the Paris Piisoiu' Committse. 
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etaployment. Often without a refuge, ami withoat' 
bread even for the Aaj, there ia presented to him no' 
other mode of existing, than at the price of a new 
crime, or of subjecting himself to an act of nwudicity 
or of vagrancy. 

In Van Dieman's Land the convict, if he hehaves 
well is mire of gaining a ticket of leave, and the means 
(for labour is dear) of obtaining an honest existence 
are before him. From the momant he seta foot on 
shore the seed of reformation is sown, and that it fre* 
C|uently takes root and becomes a goodly tree, isshewn" 
bf the result that only one convict ig .eleven sins 
again.' 

The eighth report of the Committee of the Society ' 
For the Improvement of Prison Diwupliae, ptibirsbed 
rear says, " in Van INemaii'* Land, the moral 



* The total numbu of piisonen irho hsva Iwen tnaspmted 
tbe colony unDUUta to 16,647 i of those S,S09 ue dead, or 
ve become free. In the year 1S3I, the Supreme Court com- 
menced aitting, aincs vhich ttms 1,363 pereons have btMm 
convicted before it. Id the yesi 1S29, the Courts of Quarter ' 
Sessiona comiaenced, since vhich period 327 peiaoni h>*e 
mvicted, l>olh making ■ totsl of 2,U92 perioni convicted 
colony, Thia would make a proportiou of more than 
one in eight, inateid of one 'n eleven; but it ia lobe Temein- 
beredthat thia eatimate inclades a period of tvelve yean, in 
the tornier part of which the discipline had by no meana ' 
arrived at the perfection which it since _bae attained; and . 
alio had to canteud with the comparatively worse deicription 
of prisoners, of which the actttement waa th^n composed, 
from the circumstance of Ita Ceing a plice of secondary pva 
Bishmeat to the worst offbndera fromjfew South; Wak*. - 
f2 
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eonditipn of the convicts appean to b« far lower ,tha»^ 
mm in New South Wales." No authoritf ii given for 
•nch an usertion, and 1 ima^ne it would be difficult. 
to Gad, one. If auch was the case, would Mr. Stanlev, 
the Secretaiy of State for the Colonies, have told the 
UouiB of Commons on the 1 5th July ! — " 1 shall take 
SB early oppoitunity of Laying before the House some - 
important infonnation, commnnicated in despatches, 
relBtire. to the classification of convkla-in Van 
Dieroan's Land, and on the degrees of punishment — 
some, indeed, Bmountiog to a degree of severity, of 
which .many, persons in this country cannot be aware; 
in some eases approaching to almost worse than 
death." Would Lieutenant-Governor Arthur have dared 
to publish such a document as the following J— 

CobauU Setrtlary'$ Office, Ulh Feiniaiy, 1633. 

" His Majesty'u Government having been pleased to 
enjoin the strictest fulfilment of the law upon all 
eoDvicta sent to thu colony, and that their punishment 
should be certain and severe — the lieutenant-Go- . 
vemor .directs the renewed attention of all public- - 
officers connected with the convict department, to the 
instmctions which have ftOTo time to time been issued 
on the subject. 

** His Excellency is desirous especially to impress 
apon-tbem the necessity of invariably exacting the 
due portion of daily labonr from each convict, and • 
of not permitting any remission or indulgence, bnt 
such as have been previously and especially authorised. 
The Olden prohibiting convicls employed on thfr , 



?3 
T(ttdi,>nd in the public worka (including clerks, mea^B- 
gen, and persons of tliat description) from UbottriBf, 
under any pretence, for priTate individuals, 'or ' to Uie 
advantage of those in chai^ of them, are at all times 
to be most persereringly and carefully enforced, and to 
aToidanymiseoQEeption in a matter deemed Bolmportant 
by his Majesty's Qorernmeat, the instructions are to 
be nnderstood most peremptorily to forbid every spe< 
cies of indulgence beyond the food, clothing, bedding, 
and lodging, authoiised by regulations - to every 
convict. 

"A proportionate degree oT restraint and tratchfiil- 
ness over all asaigned convicts is equally esitential. 
The object of their reform as well as punishment, 
must never be lost tight of. His EKcellency is sen- 
sible that this end could never have bees so eDccesa- 
fully attained as it has been, nithout the zealous co- 
operation of the coloaista at large, who in conjunction 
with a dne exaction of labour, have very generally 
insisted upon the observance of orderly and reg;ular 
conduct. 

" The Lieutenant'.Gavemor on this occasion feels 
it due to the general body of settlers to acknowledge 
his obligation to them for the cordial support he hu 
received at their hands, in the control uad manage- 
tnent of the convict papulation, and his Bxcelleney 
does so with the more satisfaction at this particular 
time, when the attention of the Imperial Parliament 
it BO especially drawn to the consideration of tha 
important subject of prison discipline, and when 
the state of things in the colony has placed the Local 
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CrOTemmentin a situation to contradict the unjust 
imputations which have been raised against transpor- 
tatjon as a pDtiishnieat." 

The average annual expense of maintaining each 
prisoner in the Milbank Penitentiary is about £30,* 
and those who bare been confined within ita walls, 
on regaining liberty, seldom walk in the path of rir- 
tue, or become useful members of lociety. How 
different at Van Dieman's Land — the actual cost of 
maintaining a prisoner does not amount to half £30 
per annum, whilst the value of his labour is double the 
cost of his maintenance, and the punishment woi^ 
reformation. 



* At the Hiddleiei Houie of Coireetion it is pnlj £IG, but 
•1 IMD* of th* prorlnsUl gsoli it is Dear); £40. 
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The title of tfaia chapter will be very &pt to pro- 
duce a amile on the coantentinees of those who have 
not hitherto thonght of Van Dieman'e Land but as a 
leeeptaele for the expatriated thieres of England, and 
trho have, therefore, accostomed themselres to look 
upon the colonj as a spot exelusivelf and especially 
appropriated to crime and immorality, eontaminated 
and disgraced thronghout in all its reladona, a sink of 
impurity, and sot to be thought of as a place of abode 
for any honest man.* In truth, nothing can be more 
*bsurd than the ideas generally entertained on this 
particular head. These ideas have arisen, of course, 
from the eiTcumstancc of its being a penal settlement, 
«De of the places to which convicts ere sent. Captain 
Stntt, in the preGiitory remarks to the volumes detailing 
fbe pToeeedings of the party vrhich he commanded in 
exploring the interior of New Holland, speaks of the 
soeiisty in New South Wales ; and as his remarks aro 
Applicable also to the colony of Van Dieman*s Land, 
I take Uie liberty of bringing them under the notic* 

*■ Chambtn' JufonnUion fbr iha Pao^e.— No. 10. 
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oftbe reader. Captain Sturt is an officer of t^e 39ih 
regiment, a gentleman by birth and education, and 
from baving- moved in the highest circles in England, 
and the best in the Colony, is well qualified to express- 
an opinion upon the existing state of society. 

' Few persona in England',' he says, * have even b 
remote idea of its present flonrisbing condition, or of 
the improTcments that are daily taking place both id 
its commerce and in its agriculture. I am aware that 
nany ot^ect to it as a place of reside&ee, audi can 
easily enter into their feelings from the recollection 
of what my own were before I visited it. 1 cannot 
but remark, however, that my prejudicea had arisen 
from a nataial objection to the character of a part of 
its popolation — from the circtunatances of its being a 
penal colony,, and from my. total ignorance of its 
actual state, and not fron any sabstantml or perma- 
nent cause. On the contrary, I speedily became con- 
vinced of the exaggerated nature of the reports I had 
heard in England, on some of the potnts just ad- 
verted to; nor did anything fall under my obterv«tion 
during a residence of more thsBslx years to justify 
the opinions I had been previously led to entartain. I 
embalmed for the colony with strong prejudices against 
it ; I left it with strong feelings in its favor, and witb 
a deep feeling of interest in its prosperity. My regi- 
ment has since quitted its shores, but I am aw&re there 
are few in it who would not gladly . return. The 
feeling I hive in^ts favor arises not therefore from 
the services in which I was employed, but from cir- 
is i» the colony itself, and I yet hop« ta- (arm 
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one of ita commuDity, and to join a number of rain- 
Able. and wanii-hBa.rted friends whom I left in that 
diitant part of tbe world.' 

The writer of an article in the Van Dienan's Land 
^/fnanac, upon this subject, obserres 'that there i> seme 
difficultf in rightly defining the state of society ; for 
rperbapt in few placea are there so many imaginary 
grades or diHtinctiojiB. It is apprehended howcTer, 
.that in all colonies this is more or less the same, self- 
■^isfaction being purchasable, in most of them, at a 
rery easy rate; but in this respect, a return to England 
is perhaps the only way to make many people rightly 
understand the true nature of their pretenuons. Itmay be 
remarked, in limine, that there are two great or lead- 
ing distinctions, viz. the free and the prisoner popula- 
tion; althongh again the former are almost as much 
divided and subdivided among themselves, as these two 
sets are. from each other. In speaking of the free 
inhabitants of the colony, then, it may be said that 
the first in point of order, are chiefly those who are in 
the pay of Gloveroment. Generally speaking, these 
seem to consider this circumstance a sufGcient ground 
for keeping separate or aloof from tbe rest of the com- 
munity, and that it would be a degradation to them to 
associate .with any who do not belong to their own 
order. They ue sometimes jeeringly styled fluev$ a 
non laeendoj " tbe aristocracy." The nest or second 
class are infinitely more numerous, more wealthy and 
more influential than the others, and comprise the res- 
pectable free inhabitants who are unconnected with 
Government. These form a little world as it were of 
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their own; andpretent a lesson in man; respecla 
which " the ariatocntta" might do well to follow, A 
third set are free persoDS of an inferior station, men 
who form the link between the merchant, banker, or 
first settler and the mere labourer. Theseagain chiefly 
confine thenwelves to their own circle, neither of the 
three amalgamating with either of the otheri more 
Ihan can be well avoided. The fourth, or last class, ar^ 
the prisoner population, between whom and all others 
a line of demarcation is drawn, which effectually 
forms them into a distinct or separate set. The 
latter arc nerer however subject to taunt or insult j 
nor with the authorities are their offences on the 
'northern side of the hemisphere allowed to operate 
to their prejudice.' This is, perhaps, rather highly 
coloured, though it certainly contains much truth: 
there certtunly are ignorant, conceited, and presuming 
persons in the colony, as indeed there are in every 
part of the world. 

The lamented and amiable Mr. Augustus Prinsep 
observes in his letters, that " the society of Hobart 
Town is pleasant, and to us has been very kind." 
The Lieutenant Governor endeavours, by promoting 
good feeling, to Tender the society agreeable. He 
receives all settlers with kindness, and endeavours to' 
introduce those of the better class by means of hii 
table* to the other settlers. Such is the present 
state of society, and the reader may be confident 
that instead of retrograding it must advance, for the 
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class of emigrants now quitting the Britbh isles are 
of a different grade from the geaeralitj of those who 
left five years since. If petty jealousies and narrow- 
minded selfish feelings have hitherto had bligjiting 
effects, it will he a gratification to know that they 
will not so frequently recur whilst society is in- 
fluenced by educated and honourable men. 
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CLIMATE, SEASONS, DISEASES, &c. 



The position may induce tbe belief that Van Die- 
man's Land enjoys a climate similar to countries under 
the corresponding latitude* of the uortbern hemis- 
phere: such however is not the case; for the tempe- 
rature is affected b; the contiguity of the island to 
fields of ice, extending arouod the south pole in a wider 
radius than the fields of ice around the north pole, 
and also by the absence of land between the island 
and the ice. At noon the temperature is higher than 
it usually is at the same time in the corresponding 
seasons in England, hut neither the mornings nor 
■venings difier much in their temperature, the 
constitution is not enervated. The sky u usually 
dear and brilliant, and the atmosphere is dry, pure, 
and elastic, but notwithstanding these desiderata, it 
must be admitted that the climate is capricious and 
uncertain; thia however, may be accounted for by 
the numerous ranges of high and snow-capped moun- 
tains, which intersect the country, causing cold winds, 
and attracting, as mountains always do, watery clouds. 
The changes in the attitude of the mercury, are 
Ihsrefore frequently not more extensive than rapid. 
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In the middle of a summeT's day, it will aometime* 
rise to 100^ with a sultry oppressWe wind, and in a few 
hours will sink to 52°, with rain or mUt. . 

At noon of the 1 5th December 1 828, the mercury, 
in a room from which the sun's rays were excluded, 
rose to ninety degrees ; in the shade, out of doors, 
and exposed to the wind, it reached one hundred and. 
twenty ; and, in a situation where the wind and . sun 
both operated upon it, it amounted to one. hundred 
and thirty-eight. In the eTening, an agreeable sea- 
breexe prsTailed, and the mercury fell as rapidly as it 
advanced. 

It has been remarked, that within the last few, 
years the changes from season to season are less ex- 
tensive — that while the summer heat has not in- 
creased, the winter cold has diminished. In Bass' 
Straits, not many years since, a westerly wind 
almost always prevailed ; and it was then with 
the greatest difficulty a ship could proceed to the 
westward, or contend against their violence ; now how- - 
eyer, never a month passes by, but at least some days 
produce breezes from the eastward,* which some- 
times continue blowing , from that point for a month 
together. 

In winter, the night liost is seldom severe enough, 
unless in exposed situations, to withstand the heat of 
the ensuing day. Snow generally falls two or three 

' The cmuae of Ihti remirksble change is sttribatcd to th« 
motion of the earth u ■ pluiet; for si the perihelium td- . 
vucei in the acliptic, the muodue forcet, either Id the 
nartkun or Mulhera hemisphere, act with greMer ensigy. ^ 
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fitnes In the eoane of the winter, but it seldom toa- 
tinues long;, (excepting on the tope of mountains aud 
on the high lands in the interior) even near Hobart 
Town, where the cold ii more severe than it is on the 
Launceston or northern side of the island. The 
Btmospheric differences on the four coasts of the island 
are very remarkable ; on the southern side the num- 
ber of dajs on which rain actually Aills on an average, 
does not exceed fifty or sixty* in the course of the 
year; on the eastern side, the average quantity of 
rain is somewhat more ; on the northern side the 
rainy days may be computed at one fourth more than . 
on the eastern ; while on the western, at Ports Mac- 
quarie and Davey, the weather is of the moat gloomy 
kind, about half the year being stormy, cloudy, and 
wet. Mncb as the climate on the coasts varies, that 
of the interior perhaps exceeds it in caprice ; on 
the sides of the monnlains or in the neighbourhood of 
the lakes the cold is often intense, whilst in the rich 
vallies in Campbell Town and the adjoining districts, 
the thermometer scarcely ever descellds to freezing 

The ctrcumstanee of the island being situated at 
the opposite end of the globe, bas the effect «f re- 
versing the seasons in relation to ours; and from its 
being farther to the east, tbe sun rises some hours 

* It is remuked that during the lul two jesn mwe run- 
hii rsUen U Hobsrt Town (liBn previously | in 1831, nin fall 
on 90 diyg, ind the tntsi quuititj in inchSB wu 18, 27-40tEu ; 
in 1832, nin fell on 128 d«yB, ind produced in indiei 36,773. 
s ijnaatity eqiul to the ■Tar*ga All in dmdj puts of Bi^laDd, .^ 
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earlier, cBiuiag broad dsj there when it is midnight- 

September, October, and Norember are the ipting 
months of the year, and then, though the weather is 
usually bright aud clear, there is frequently rain, 
accompanied nith high winds. 

December, January, and Febmary correspond with 
the June, July-, and August of Europe, and the at< 
mosphere during these three months is generally 
much heated in the day ; but the cool breeze which 
sets in with the evening, braces the constitution 
and counteracts the debilitating effects which would . 
otherwise be produced. The longest day, 21st De- 
cember, is about fifteen hours and twelve minutes. 

March, April, and May, are the autumnal . 
tnontha, and form the most agreeable season of the 
year. The air is then clear and bright,' the sky. 
free from clouds and vapours; the medium heat of^' - 
the day is about sixty-five, and the nights are cool , 
aud refreshing. 

June, July, and August constitute the winter, 
which is never anticipated as a season of snow and 
frost, but rather as a season of rain. The average 
of the thermometer for these months b from forty 
to forty-eight, though now and then it descends some 
degrees lower. The shortest day, 21st June, b eight 
hours and forty-eight minutes, or one hour and four - 
minutes longer than the shortest day (2Ist Decem- 
ber) in England; the longest day with us, however, 

■ UaltiUi. 
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i« one hmir and twenty-two rainuteR longer thut the 
longest day with them. 

The health of the inhabitants Huffictentlj attest* 
the salubrity of the climate ; for, since the formation. of 
the colony. In 1803, the number of deaths, in pro- 
portion to the population, even when compared to the - 
most healthy parts of England,* has been remarkably 
few. This is a striking fact, for it fa well koown 
that a conntry becomes more healthy as cultivation 
advances. If, then, the island, in its unculti- 
vated state, is so salubrious, what will it b« in the - 
course of a fen years, when the ground is cleared? 

A year or two since a kind of influenza, acold and ' 
slight fever, was prevalent, but it was not attended 
with danger. Fever and dysentery are the most cora- 
oron complaints, but these do not bear a larger pro- - 
j)Drtioo'ta the population than in other countries. 
Hooping-cough, which appeared within the last half- 
doien years, was said to have been introduced by 
female convicts ; it has not, however, been attended by ■ 
■■ringle death, notwithstanding, soon after its intro- 
duction, it spread'itself almost throug-hout the whole ' 

* At ■ ]iXe meeting of the Acadende Set Saenea, M. Moreui 
it Joane* read ■ piper, from whicli it appeared that in the 
R<iiiian Statel uid ancient Venetian provincet 1 in 37 ^>" 
aiuuallyi in aU lt»3j, Greece, and Tudiey, 1 in 30; in the 
Netherlandi, France, and Fruiaia, 1 in 39; in 'Switierluid, 
Auitria, Spun, and Portugal, 1 in 40; in Ruiaia (in Europe) 
and Foland, 1 b 44 j in Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, 1 
in AS; in Harw^j, 1 in 48 ; in iTclind, 1 in 93 i in England, . 
linSSi and in Scotland and Iceland, I in 3S. 
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"popatation. Disorders preralentamong the disaolate of 
the lower classes in cities a.cd large towns in Europe, 
will disappear without medicines, if the parties 
abstain from inflaiQOiatory beverages and eiciting 
food. Temporary insanity, both among the male and 
female prisoners, has displayed itself in a larger pro- 
portion than is usua^ in fergland ; but this may be 
accounted for by the immense quantities of ardent 
spirits consumed, — the number of gallons annually 
imported, divided by the number of the population, 
including young and old, male and female, giving live 
gallons to each individual. 

Several instances of goitre have occurred in parti- 
cular localities, but none have been severe; tiie goitre 
is a complaint incidental to most mountainous conn- 
tries, and might, therefore be expected to be found 
in an island where the sur^ce is so very unequal. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 



There ia no country that has a greater extent • itt 
proportion to its area of wild, unproductive, impervious, 
rugged mountains and dense forests ; the tracts of 
good land are usually distant from each other, con- 
■isting for the most part of a line of alluvial soil 
upon the banks of a stream, and that, too frequently, 
under the dominion of the floods during the heary 
rains. Rich bottoms are also scattered in various 
directions amongst the hills ; but the latter, which 
are generally stony or gravelly, not to say mere rocks, 
prevail so far as to give the country in most parts a 
decided character of infertility. But that person will 
be unfortunate indeed, who, in purchasing lands, does 
not contrive to have more good soil than will be 
likely to be cultivated for some generations to come. 

The coasts on the south, south-west, and west, are 
bleak and barren, and are generally backed by ranges 



D the Secretiry of State for the Co< 
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nf tnountains, the crowns ofmanfof wbich the greater 
p»rtof the year are covered with snow. The northern 
e.nd eastern coasts are of a different description, but 
they seldom betoken fertilify. The principal rivet's 
in the island are the Derwent, Tamar and Huon, all of 
which are navigable a considerable distance. On the 
first is situated Hobart Town, or, as it is frequently 
called, Hobarfon or Hobart, the capital of the island ; 
on the Tamar is Launceston", a thriving town, pro- 
mising lo exceed even Hobart Town in its mercantile 
transactions; but on the Huon there is as yet no 
settlement effected. The other rivers of the island 
are only navigable for small craft. 

The southern mountains, near Port Davey, are the 
highest in the island, but their precise height has 
not yet been ascertained. The subjoined table will 
shew the height in feet of those which are known. 

Mount Wellington . . . , 3,750 

Benlomond 4,200 

The Table Mountain, near Jericho - 3,800 

Peak of Teneriffe, or Wild's Craig ■ 4,500 

Quamby-s Bluff - - - - 3,500 

Mount Field 3,000 

St. Paul's Dome - - . . 2,500 

And many between 1 ,000 and - - 2,000 

The island is divided into two counties, called 
Buckinghamshire and Cornwall; but the colonized 
portion is again divided into nine police districts, the 
capabilities and chief features of which I shall consider 
separately, taking — 1st, Hobart Town district ; 2-, 
q2 
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New Norfolk; 3, Richmond; 4,afde; 5, Ofttlandsj' 
6, Oyster Bay; 7, Campbell Town; 8, Norfolk 
Plains i 9, Launceston. 1 shall treat of the districts 
occupied by tbe Van Dieman's Land Companj' ander 
three heads; — 10, Circular Head; II, Woolnorth, 
aod 12, Surre; and Hampshire Hills, To these I 
shall add, 13, Macquarie Harbonr ; 14, Port Arthur 
15, Unlocated Districts. This dispoeition the reader 
will at once perceive by referring to the map. 

1,— HoBAET Town Dutbict. 
t do not call the attention of the reader to this dis- 
trict as the first, on account of its fertility, productive.' 
ness, or extent, but on account of the importance it 
must maintain, whilst it contains the metropolis, 
which will be the principal goal of most emigrants 
intending to settle in the interior. It is the most 
Bontherly district in the island, bounded on the south 
and west by the Huon and Mount Rivers, from the 
source of the latter of which its bounda.ry is an imagi- 
nary line drawn across Mount Wellington, to the Black 
Snake Inn, an the banks of the Derwent, and on the 
east, including Brun£ Island, by the Derwentand Storm 
Bay. Thp position of this district is the most favourable 
of any for commerce, as three sides even of that part on 
the main-island enjoys the advantage of water carriage, 
which is available for vessels of any size, the banks of 
the Derwent,* from the mouth of the Huon to the Black 

• Tbe river D«rwent preient* no great difficDltf of mtrsnce ; 
Then ■ mujner ihall hkve viiited it once, be may ■[terwudi 
•Mei without ihe isEiilaace dC i. pilot. 
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Saake, being iDdented fay beautiful bays and inlets, 
affording secure anchorage and good landing-pla.ce*. 
Its area b about 400 square miles, or 250,000 acres, 
about 2000 of which are arable or garden ground. In 
Uie year 1829, the average return per acre of wheat 
, was fifteen bushels, barley twenty bushels, oats twenty- 
five bushels, peas twenty bushels, beans twenty bush- 
els, potatoes three tons and a half, and turnips seven 
tons ; the soil has however been much improved by 
artificial means since that time, and the average pro- 
duce may now be considered at least one sixth higher 
than in the year mentioned. The gardens in the 
neighbourhood of the town, are said to be productive, 
andtoaffbrd the finest vegetables; but this is to be attri- 
buted to the industry of the gardeners and to the climate 
I'ather than to the eoil, which is not rich. 

The surface of the whole district is one continued 
auccession of hill and dale, presenting a vast propor- 
tion of poor thin soil. 

Mount Wellington, the most striking feature in the 
district, rises 3,750 feet above the level of the sea, im- 
mediately to the westward of Hobart Town ; and, 
although it is snow-capped for about seven months 
of the year, it is seldom enveloped in clouds. Se- 
weral streams which spring from it supply the inha- 
bitants of Hobart Town with good water. 

The only settlements in this dbtrict are, Hobart 
Town, Sandy Bay, and New Town. 

Hobart Tjwn, the capital of the island, and the 
seat of the Government, is built upon the western 
bank of the salt water river Derwent, on a creek 
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called Sullivan's Cove, which forms an excellent 
harbour for the largest vessets, and posacMes the 
'great advantage that ships can approach close to the 
quay to unload. 

It stands upon a gentlj rising gronnd, and in ex- 
lent ia from a mile and a quarter to a half square. 
The streets are wide and long, intersecting each 
other at right angles ; and those that have been 
levelled and macadamized, of which there are several, 
present by their number of large handsome shops, 
houses and warehouses, a striking appearance. Nearly 
through the centre of the town runs a rivulet, which 
besides turning timber and corn mills, affords the 
inhabitants a good supply of water. The town how- 
ever is chiefly watered by means of pipes laid under'- 
ground, for the purpose of conveying water to private 
houses, as well as to several public pumps in various 
parts of the streets. 

The pnblic buildings are numerous, and those which 
have been lately built, are handsome. A neat white 
church,' the interior of which is fitted up with an 
organ, a handsome pulpit and desk, made of the 
pencil cedar tree of the colony, is large, regular, and 
well built. 

The Court House, at the north-east comer of 
Macquarie and Murray streets, (vide plan of the 
town, on map,) is a gothic stone building, containing 
various apartments or divisions, adapted for the civH 
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Knd criminal business of the coloDy. The Supreme 
Court, the Court of Quarter Sessions, and the 
Court of Requests (the latter being for the easy 
lecovery of debts not exceeding £10) bold their 
sittings in different apartments in this edifice. 

The GoTernment House consists of a large ram- 
bling pile of buildings, heaped together atdifferent 
times without any consideration for arcbitectural 
appearances. The Barracks occup3' a fine command- 
ing situation upon elerated groundon the south-west 
part of the town, and are well adapted for the 
accommodation of the military. The Prisoners' Bar- 
racks, standing in the opposite direction, form an ex- 
tensive and commodiouB range ofbrick buildings, well 
secured by a high wall. All the prisoners of the 
Crown in the immediate service of the Government, 
as well as those who are newly arrived in the country, 
and all who remain for assignment, are lodged here. 

The Colonial Hospital is a commodious building, 
capable of accommodating a considerable number of 
in-patients ; and those who are unfortunate enough 
to be there, experience great care and attention 
Aom the talented medical gentlemen who superin- 
tend, it. 

The Police .Office is a plain substantial edifice, 
well calculated for the business which is conducted 
within its walls. 

The females' House of ([Correction is about two miles 
d'lstant, in a westerly direction, and stands close to 
the stream by which the town is watered. The con- 
•Iruction of the building is admirably suited for the 
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purposes of elassification aid employment — two very 
desirable objects. A commodious and faandsome 
«diiice, intended for the Male and Female Orphan 
SckooU, ia in progress, about tno miles from the town. 
The children are to be admitted iota it accoTding 
to the following classification : — 1. Those wbo ar« 
entirely destitute. — 2. Those who have one parent 
liviBg. — 3. Those who have both parents living, but 
-whose parents are nnable to afford them the means 
of e<lucatiou. — 4. Children, whose parents ma; be 
able to eoDtribate the moderate atna- wbioh will be 
required for the care, maintenance, and education of 
the children, vli. — £12 per annum. 

In additiun to the buildings enumerated, there are 
BCTeml comraodioiia sectarian chapels, three public 
banks, a public scbool-house for the children of poor 
people, several printing establishments, a distillery, 
two breweries, two timber-mills, and steam and water- 
mills, a pottery— -cum mttltU aliii qu^ mtnc pretcri- 
bere longum eit. 

Some of the gentlemeD's houaei are handsome and 
elegant, and possess everything to reader the inha- 
-bUants ctrnfiirtaitU. The rents are, however, very 
high, as a house with eight rooms lets for £80 per 
annum, and £200 per annnm b not an uncommon 
rental for a house with twelve or thirteen ^urtments. 
" The view from the harbonr," says Mr. Privsep, 
" would make the most magnificent panorama ia the 
world, were apainter to give the deep brown and purple 
tints to the foliage which cloAes these hills; but be 
should visit the place to form an adequate idea of what 
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is 10 different from the pale green verdure of Old 
England. These dark woods form a rich background 
to the town, as you view it from the water ; they are 
{)riiicipall; compoaed of guta trees, which standing 
alone, are far from beautiful, being scraggy and bare 
of foliage below; but when united in groupea, they 
form a mass of dark green leaves, enlivened by their 
white irregular trunks. They are evergreens, or 
rather ererbrowns, which in this clear atmo^here, 
up the wild glens of Mount Wellington, deepen into 
the licheHt purple in the distance. The Government 
Houee, with its pretty gardens and green slopes,* the 
Gtithic Court-house, the neat white church seen 
behiitd, (he gaol, in short most of the principal 
buildings, are seea from the river, the chief part of the 
town itself being judiciously hid in the valley behind. 
Aboj€ are the gentlemen's houses, interspersed 
amongst the trees, and to the left of them, the qua- 
drangle a»d flig-staff of the barracks. Behind lies a 
deep valley, from which rises the magnificent table 
ntDuntain, called Mount Wellington. It is about 
seven miles distant to the west, and nearly four thou- 
sand feet high. The atmosphere is so clear, that 
unless its udes are gracefully wreathed in clouds, 1 
can distin^ish very little ruvine and undulation It 
is covered with wnods to the ledge of rugged rocks, 
which it bears aioft like a mural crown, emblematical 
of the future prosperity of the io&nt city! Mount 
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"Wellinglon is Ihc commencecnent of a long range of 
hills, which run westward till the^ meet again the 
Biver Derwent, about ten miles oS. 

" Upon a ropky point, forming the eastern side of 
the harbour, is a little fort called Mulgrave Battery, 
with B telegraph and signal-post. Following the shore 
is Sand; Bay, about two miles in extent, sheltered 
from all the cold blasts of the east and south b; 
Mount Nelson, which runs abruptly into the river, 
closing all further view of the coast on that side. On 
Mount Nelson is another signal-post, c 
with Mulgrave Battery, and thus 
town the first intelligence of the arrival of any 
vessels. Continuing my panoramic sketch of the 
scenery from Mount Nelson, the eye discovers in a 
faint grey, the distant islands in the mouth of the 
river ; then the opposite bank, the high land called 
Clarence Plains, and many an unnamed rugged woody 
hill, till we come to Kangaroo Point,** directly north 
east, and facing Hobart Town. This is but two miles 
across the water, and with a deep bay on either side, 
and variegated with cottages in the woods which 
clothe if, it always forms a most pleasing object 
before us. The back-ground rises into hills of a 
wilder form as jou advance round towards Mount 
Wellington, whence we first set out." 

It is not unusual to meet in the streets of Hobart 
Town natives of all countries, severally dressed in their 

* A iteim bolt rum betTeeo thii point ud Hobirt Town, 
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national costume. Scots, with bonnett, and, on one 
or two occasions, highland kilta and claymores ; Irish 
peasants, with blue jackets and trousers ; French, 
Germans, Ameriouu, Indians, Chinese, (but nu 
females of that country,) Malaya, Lascars, Black 
Aborigines, Africans, and very elegantly tattooed 
New Zealanders. In the cove, it is not uncommon 
to see balf-a-dozen large vessels, some loading with 
oil, wool, and other produce of the island ; others 
landing parties of emigrants, and bales of goods for 
the shop-keepers, or rather for the store-keepers, for 
the tradesmen are merchants, and do not keep shops, 
but stores, certainly an appropriate name for buildings 
containing all sorts of things — el qaibusdam aiiis. — 
The advertisements, containing lists of the difierentftr- 
tides to be sold, are very amusing : for instance— 
" cart homes and cayenne-pepper, drill trousers, 
crockery-ware, one lady's side-aaddle, one very strong 
dray, gold and white cambric, four circular saws, ladies'" 
stays, starch, blue, and soap, leghorn flats, shot, 
mustard, pattens, black stuff and bombasines, nails 
and iron pots," are all advertised to be sold at one 
store. la America the same practice, says Doctor 
Ross, prevails, and a Mr. IMckenson, of Boston, re- 
cently digested the contents of his store into the 
following doggrel verses : — 

Rmd, g»teful aubjecti 1 our taetiigit dccnra : — 

All (heie, hereiAer, ihall ba duty free 1 

H»it pencili, hingeri, heoilocli, hunbine, bonei, 

FtmedtD, ginger, CKpeis, Glt'ring itanei ; 

Figi, tlmoodi, cumnis, niaiai, prunti, phims, dilei, 

Grap«, maouoni, cuiia, bru* in plUes , 
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Juniper berries, cotiandet leedi, 
Petuvian b&rk, aiinufactured reeds, 
Borties and nuts for dyinn, lortoiseibell, 
Sponge, saffron, India-rubber, calomel, 
D^^ers, quicksilver, aloea, ambergrit. 
Burgundy pitcb, muak, opium, cullaisei, 
Rsltans, frankincenee, oiill atones, dirka, tin-foil. 
Saltpetre, linaeed,— rapeseed, — hemp-seed oil, 
Lt,dc dye, gum Senegal, gum siabic, 
Barka, argol, wood or pAstel, turmeric, 

Mace, DUtmega, madder, madder root, shellac, 
Laudanum, CayeuDe pepper, iv'ry black, 
Cora', corrosive sublimate, spy glasses. 
Tamarinds sauced in sugar or molasses, 
Iv'ry unmanufactured, rollen atone, 
. Cloves, oil of Juniper, sage, cinnamon. 
Gamboge, nuts, ipecacnanba, down, 

or waiches, quills, feathera, rings, epaulettes, 
Cocbineat, bristles, tin in sheets and plates. 
Ox horns, all other horas and tips, and flai, 
And indigo, we will forbear to tan. 

Within the last year buildings and other improve- 
ments have been conducted on an extensive scale, 
and speculations have been entered into by the spi- 
rited inhabitants of this little metropolis, which bid 
fair to benefit the whole colony. The proposal to 
establish a company, to be called the Derweat Nari- 
gation Company, having for its object what its title 
expresses, has been well received, and three steam- 
boats have, it a said, been already purchased. 

A causeway near the boundary line of this district 
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Hill) ihe Clyde, noa commenced about three years igo, 
for the purpose of establishing a aeeure Bsd rapid 
commuiiicatioii with that portion of the country from 
which Hobart Town is principally supplied, and 
nhich includei the greater part of the settled dis' 
trkts, beaidea ita being the thoroughfare between the 
capital and LaoDceaton. It is obliqued to the chan- 
nel of the river, about tnelve hundred yards across, 
and will have to be carried from its comTeencement, 
to the edge of the navigable part of the river, eight 
hundred and fifty yards, and from thence to the 
opposite bank will be about three hundred yards. A 
jetty of about fifty yards is to be constructed on the 
opposite shore, and the paaaage will, it ia understood, 
be effected by a punt. At the present time, 1 ,600,000 
cubit feet of stone and clay have been used, and the 
whole expense la defrayed by the British Govern- 

The town is well supplied with butchers' meat of 
all aorta ; fiah is frequently to be had ; and also poultry. 
The fi)llowing were the retail prices of different 
articles on the first of May 1833. 

Wheat 4s. to 4s. 6d. per bushel, barley (English 
kind) 4s. 6d. to Ss. Cape barley and oats 3s. potatoes 
£5 to £5 10a. per ton. hay 70s. to 75s. per ton. 
straw 40a. per ton. 

Beef 5d. per lb. mutton and lamb 4d. per lb. pork 
7d. per lb. veal, scarce at 7id- per lb. egga la. 8d. per 
dozen, fresh butter ts. Sd. per lb. tea 2s. to 2s. 6d 
per lb. fowls 3a. a couple. 

Shell lime is. per bushel, firewood 7s. the single 



load, or 14i. the double or dray load, coals (Itoai- 
Newcastle, New South Wales) 358. per ton, sawed 
timber 8s. per 100 feet measurement, shingles 10a. 
per 1000. 

Sandy Bat is about two milea in extent, and is 
situated to the south of Hobart Town; the land in 
the neighbourhood is laid out in gardens and fields, 
and here and there a pretty cottage or farm house 
peeps out from the dark foliage. The view of this 
bay from the Orphan School is very picturesque- 
New Town is a hamlet on the banks of a small 
riTulet flowing into a bay bearing the same name, 
end is about two miles from Hobart Town. The 
beauty of the situation could not fail to attract the 
attention of the first settlers, who have obtained 
grants of all the land (now valued at £90 per acre) 
in the neighbourhood. The houses are built in a 
superior manner, and have generally attached lo them 
large gardens, in which all European vegetables and 
fruits flourish. Wine made from the grape grown 
here is rich and well-flavored, and when the trees 
attain a little more age, which grapes intended for 
wine require, it may prove of great value to the 
colony as an article of export. In this neighbour- 
hood a race-course has been formed, and some good 
sport has already been witnes<>ed there. 

The population of the Hobart Town district 
amounted at the commenoement of the year 1833 
to 10,101, of which number 8,000 resided in Hobart 
Town, and the greater part of the reroainder at New 
Town and Sandy Bay. The increase during the past 
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yttr is astonlsliing, a.iid should itcoDtinneto aug;dieat 
\a the s&me ratio, the whole islaod will be denMly 
populated in another half century:— ~ 

Jan. 1, 1832. Jan. 1, 1833. 

Free males * 3,102 3,850 

Free females ■ 2,227 2,776 ■ 

Male convicts - 2,362 2,699 

Female convicts - 669 776 

Total inhabitants 8,360 10,101 

The papulation of the other districts has increased 
during the same period in an equal proportion, su 
that, ejtcIusiTe of the military, the members of the 
Van Dlemen's Land Company's establishment atCir' 
cular Head, and the Aborigines, the population of 
the whole island amounts to a fraction more than 
30,000 souls. 

2. — New Norfolk. 

The medinmeitent of tbisdistrict iaabout lifty miles 
from east to west, and about thirty miles from north 
tu south, and contains nearly fifteen hundred sqnara 
miles, or about nine hundred and sixty thousand 
acres. It is bounded on the south by Hobart Town 
district and the country lately explored, on the west 
by the newly investigated territory, on the north by 
Clyde district, and on the east by Richmond and 
Hobart Town districts. A chain of mountains, which 
is a continuation of the Mount Wellington ran^ 
ia the Hobart Town district, runs im a semi-circular 
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norfli-westerly ilirection tlirough . (he Whole of the 
district to a mountaia 4500 feet high, called the PeaJt 
of Teneriffe, or Wild's Craig, the erown of which is 
alwayB covered with enow.' In thu range of moun- 
taios rise many streams, among which are the Plenty, 
the Styx, Jones' River, and Bussells' Falls ; these, 
after watering many fine tracts of land, fall into the 
Derwent, which bends its course through nearly the 
centre of the district, fertilising extensive plains on 
either side. On the eastern side of the Derwent, 
another range of mounUins,calledthe Abyssinia Tier, 
commences with Mount Dromedary and extends into 
the Clyde district. The view of Mount Dromedary, 
from the entrance to Herdsman's Cove, is extremely 
beautiful, and said to be as picturesque as any of the 
much-vaunted views in Switzerland. The Mount rises 
directly from the river, (the banks being part of the 
mountain, and very high,) which, taking a sharp turn, 
resembles an extensive lake. On a fine calm summer's 



evening, the reflection of the huge mountain produces 
a soblime eSect The soil of the mountain itself is 
barren and rocky, but at the foot there are some 
patches of tolerably good soil. 

The Uind which has been cultivated is more pro- 
ductive than that in the neighbourhood of Hobart 
Town ; for the average return of wheat, and other 
crops in proportion, excepting potatoes, exceeds the 
latter by at least one-fourth. Farming operations 
are carried forward on a large scale, many of the 
farms containing 5000 or 6000 acres, and having on 
them more Ihanapropartionate quantity of stock. The 
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"whantege tbe loner part of the district enjofs of 
"beiag contiguous to Uobart Town, where produce 
may be seot bj water, has induced the settlers to grow 
gteat quantities of corn, potatoes, hay, &c., which 
find a ready gale at remunerating prices. 

The sheep and cattle reared in a part of this dis- 
trict, called Macquarie's Plains, situated a little below 
the township of Hamilton, are not surpa^ed in the 
colony. The popnlation, in point of numbers, does 
not amount to one-fourth that of Hobart Town dis- 
trict, which, in size, is comjtaratirely so much leas ; 
but the quantity of land brought under cultivation is 
more than double, or abont four thousand two hun- 
dred acrei. In this district there are two townships; 
one called New Norfolk, or Elizabeth Town, and the 
other Hamilton. 

New Norfolk, the principal town of the district, 
derived its name from the inhabitants of Norfolk 
Island, being located here when that island was 
abandoned; since then, however, it has been christened 
Elizabeth Town, a name which the Giovemment has 
attempted to give it, but which the inhabitants seldom 
use, as the pronunciation would waste too much 
breath. The reason for changing the name to Eliza- 
beth Town, has been accounted for in this manner: — 
the Home Government was induced to abandon Nor- 
folk Island from the mischievous representations of 
jealous persons attached to the Colonial Government of 
New South Wales, and the settlers were removed to 
land granted to them in this neighbourhood. Govera- 
ment, afterwards learning it had acted on erroneous 
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infonnatioD, sent orders that tbe iilaitd shvald tie' 
again occupied; and being desiroos to obliterate the 
recollection of the hast; and ill-adriied abandonment 
of the bland, gave directiona that New Norfolksbould , 
be called Elizabeth Town. The name, however, wa« 
not sufficiently glib for the settlers, and they ha»e 
therefore rejected it, notwithstanding the Colonial Go- 
femment iuTariably adopt it. If it bad been called 
Bess Town, or Besston, New Norfolk would oeTer 
hare maintained its place in the vocabulary ; but now 
it is too firmly fixed to easily give place to a new 
appellation. 

It is about twenty-two miles from Hobart Town, on 
the banks of the Dement, which is navigable to the 
falls above the town. The public bnildings are a 
Church, Gaol, Police Office, Post Office, Public School , 
and Invalid Hospital ; and in addition to these, the 
IJeutenant-Govemor has a cottage, a. very neat brick 
building, having a snite of rooms for the use of his 
family, with apartments for servants, and various 
domestic offices. The Tiew from it is extremely 
beautiful, comprising the scenery up the river for a 
coarse of several miles, and including many eottagei 
and honseswhichare scattered over adelightfui valley, 
about two miles in width, in a high state of cultivation. 
The residences of several private individuals are bnilt 
in ft becoming style, and there are four or five inns 
which are commodious and well condncted. On the 
banks of a brook called the Thames, which joins the 
Derwent here, a water-power flonr-mill has been 
erected. Two four-horse stage coackes run daily, and 
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a steam-boat also plies to Hobart Town. The trade 
and traffic carried on nith Hobart Toim U not now 
despicable. At the Falls above New Norfolk, a spe- 
cies of mullet, but teo limes more delicious than auj 
red mullet ever brought into Billingsgate or even the 
New HuDgerford Market, ii caught ; thiuk of that, ;e 
aldermen of London, and gourmands of England, 
and envy the htras vivoKta of Tasmania. 

Hamilton, the otliei' township, was fonnerlj called 
the Lower Clyde, from the circumstance of its being 
on the banks of the Clyde. It has not yet attained 
any importance, but its position and the fertility of 
the land augur well. A flour-mill, driven by water, 
is already erected. 

3. — Richmond Disthict. 
This district is separated from Hobart Town on the 
west by the Dernent, and from New Norfolk, by the 
Jordan ; on the south and east, including Tasman's 
and Forestier's Peninsula and Maria Island, it is 
bounded by the aea, and on the north it is divided 
from Oyster Bay district by Prosser'a Biver, from the 
source of which, a line drawn to the Jordan, p^^ts it, 
from Oatland's. The peculiar form of thb district 
precludes me from slating the average breadth, or 
length, but its extent has been ascertained to in- 
clude about 672,000 acres, which is nearly 1050 square 
miles. A range of lofty, unproductive, but heavily 
timbered hills, extends along the eastern shore, from 
the banks of Prosser's River to Forestier's Peninsula; 
the Derwent and Jordan side, is also hilly, and well 
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limbered, but it is intersected by rich and fertile flaU, 
equally excellent for paaturage as for tillage. Cla* 
rence Plains, the banks of the Coal River, Tea Tree 
Bush near Richmond, Jerusalem, Black Brush, Broad 
Maiah, and Bagdad, are the most favoured spots, and 
now contain many inhabitants, by whose industry and 
perseverance nearly seventeen thousand acres have 
been adapted to cultivation. The townships are Rich'' 
mond, Sorell or Pittwat«r, and Brighton, and in 
addition to these there is a small village at Kangaroo 
Point. 

RicRHOND b situated on the banks of the Coal 
Biver, four miles from the coast, and fourteen miles 
from Hobart Town, and is the head-quarters of the 
district police. Among its public buildings are 
reckoned a bridge of stone, (the best in the Colony,) 
a gaol and a court-house, which, together with two 
large and commodious inns, a windmill with a stone 
tower, and the residence of a police magbtnit«, 
make it a place of some consideration. 

Sorell, or Pittwater, is a township, near the Iron 
Creek, which flows into the Bay called Pittwater; it 
contains a church which will hold us hundred persons, 
almost a quarter of the population of the whole dis- 
trict ; but as it waJ uut probable that it would be fully 
occupied by this generation, it was built, I suppose, 
for the next, likely to be numerous ; for I find that the 
number of marriages in this diatr-ct, in the year 1S29, 
amounted to thirty, which, of course taking into con- 
sideration the number of inhabitants, proves the Tas- 
manian gentlemaji to be as uioiious as those of the 
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*< olden couDtrie.'" Theie are aUo a scbool-liouse 
and tiro inns, but many buildings are not likely to be 
erected here, as tbe wat«r is rather unpleasaat to the 
taate, nhich ia accounted for by the discovery of rock 
salt, coal, and iron ore. This part of tbe country, 
from the ricbneM of its soil and ita high state of cul- 
tiTBtion, has been designated the garden of the 

BRiasToN stands on the main road from Hobart 
Town to Launceston, a little below the junction of 
Strathallan Creek and Jordan Biver ; it has a Govern- 
ment cottage, barracks, and an inn or ale-house. A 
few miles to the northward the road passes over a hill 
called Constitution Hill, the view from the snnunit of 
which is perhaps the most extensive the island affords. 
Mount Wellington, near Hobart Town, twenty-five 
miles dbtant. Mount Nelson, Mount Direction, and 
Mount Dromedary, form pronlinent and bold features 
in the landscape ; while in the back ground, at a dis- 
tance of sixty miles, is seen the range of while- 
topped mootttaina near Port Davey. The land in the 
neighbourhood is of good quality, and is extensively 
tilled. Mr. Prinsep remarked " it was curious to see 
such an extent of cuUtvated ground where there was 
such a want of dwellings." 

At Kjuioaaoo Point, immediately facing Hobart 
Town, there is a small village, rising into note from 
the circumstance of its being (now that a steam-boat 
runs between it and Hobart Town six times a day) 
the principal routs from Sorell and Richmond to the 
capital. It already boasts of several houses, and 
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thtn i» no doubt tliat its commanding sitnation wiH 
induce penons to build others. 

The riTers of this district are the Derwest, sepa- 
rating it from Hobart Town, the Jordan, Strathallan 
creek. Iron, Carlton, Coat, White Kangaroo, Sands- 
pit and ProBser riven ; the Derwent Is the onlj' one 
navigable, but on some of the others there are erected 
floor mills. The shores of the Derwent and the sea 
coastsare indented bynnmerous bays and coves, among 
which (beginning at the highest point of the district 
on the Derwent) are Herdsman^s Core, Risdon Cove, 
Ralphs and Double Baj, (formed by a tongue of land 
called the South Arm,) Pittwater, North, East, and 
Norfolk Bays, Safety Cove, Port Arthur, Fortesque, 
Monge or Pirates', Frederick Hendrick, Marian, and 
Prosser Bays ; and Oyster and Riedle Bays at Maria 

The principal islands on the coast of thu diatriot 
are Betsy, Maria, Slopen, and Spectacle islands; the 
first Yma been converted into a rabbit warren, a 
speculation which has succeeded beyond expectation, 
as the rabbits hare increased in numbers to a 
wonderful degree, and their skins have fetched a 
good price in the China market. At Maria Islaod 
a penal establishment was until lately maintained; 
the convicts have however been removed to Fort 
Arthur, and the island has been demised by the 
Government to a private individual. The scenery 
which presents itself here, is of a romantic and wild, 
and at the same time picturesque descrip^on; near 
the centre Hie sea almost overflows the low, narrow, 

D,ni,.i"-ihvGoO<^[c 



97 
jnniy isthmus, connecting the two extremities of the 
island, which rise into moant&ias of b rerj curious 
shape ; but that at the northern end is more peculi' 
ulj remarkable, from having two immense rocks pro- 
jecting one mbove the other, called the Bishop and 
Clei^. This monntain is entirely composed of peUi- 
Bed shells, and has its base lared by the foaming 
billows which break against it with great vehemence 
when a northern or eastern breeze disturbs the ocean. 
The other islands are occasionally frequented by 
persons employed in the whale fisheries, as stations 
for boiling down Uie blubber. 

A few leagues to the westward of Port Arthur, 
where a penal settlement has been formed, there is a 
promontory called Cape Pillar, so named from the 
strong resemblance one part of it bears to the interior 
of a Gothic cathedial. The rock, itself b basaltic : 
but the summit is crowned with a thin stratum of soil, 
upon which grow a few bushes and a little grass, 
but its sides are so steep that not even the natives 
dare attempt the ascent. This cape is reckoned a 
good sea-mark, there being no object similar to it in 
any part of the world. Vessels must not however 
approach too near, as there is a dangerous reef run- 
ning from its base into the sea. 

4.— Clvdb DisrnicT. 

This inland district is described as being large ani 

cxteanve, containing upwards of IfOO square miles, 

or 1,088,000 acresj buti much doubt the correctness 

at that etatement, as its soperfic e on Cross' authentio 
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map is considerably less than that of New Norfolfe, 
which contains but 1 500 square miles. On the weal 
it 13 bounded by L^e Echo and Dee River, which 
flows from the Lake, separating it from the unexplored 
territory ; on the south by thft Derweut, and by an 
imaginary line drawn from the Clyde River through 
Cockatoo Valley to the Jordan ; on the east by the 
Jordan ; and on the north by the Ouse, from which 
a line is drawn from a few miles below where the 
Shannon joins it to the Clyde below Bothwell, and by 
another line, from the Clyde some distance above 
Bothwell, to the Jordan, separating it from Oat- 
lands, the adjoining district on the Dorthem as well 
as on the eastern side. 

The face of the country is mountainous, and the 
wholedistrict is considerably above the level of thesea. 
Between the Dee and the Ouse, a range of rocky hills 
exists, and on the eastern side the Abyssinian Tier, 
commencing with Monnt Dromedary, in the New Nor- 
folk district, extends beyond Bothwell ; the interme- 
diate space b a succession of hill and dale, which is 
generally good fertile land, though a comparatively 
small quantity, (3,200 acres,) is subjected to the 
plough. This may b@ accoanted for, however, by the 
distance of a market, to which the produce could be 
taken at a remunerating price. The rivers are the 
Dee, Ouse, Clyde and Jordan, and there are besides 
several small rivulets which ferdltse many beantiful 
valleys, but none of these watere are navigable ; this 
district will probably, therefore, be preserved as 
pasturagv, for which it is eminently qualified. 
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BoTHWELL 19 the only township in the tlistrict ; it 
is a thriving place, situated on a plain on the eastnti 
bank of the Clyde, having a lofty welt-wooded moun- 
tain rising in the back-ground. A court-house, mi- 
litary barracks, a church and gaol are the public 
buildings ; the residences of private individuals consist 
chiefly of cottages, occupied by mechanics and la- 
bourers, who are principally members of the Scotch 
church. But two good water-mills, and two inns, 
affording " good accommodation for man and horse," 
also declare the prospeiity of this increasing little 
township. 

5. — Oatlands Disteict. 

This district is said to be much smaller than most 
of the others in the colony, but on the maps it occu- 
pies a greater superficies than the Clyde district, which 
is stated to be one of the largest. It is clear there- 
fore that the surveyors have made a geodcetical blun- 
der, or the draughtsmen have erroneously copied 
their plans. Any one looking at the charts* will see 
that there is an error committed, but I cannot take 
upon myself to say where the blame attaches ; that 
it does attach somewhere no one will deny. The 
knowledge that difficulties have occurred to settlera 
in another part of the globe, from an error someAiog 
similar to this, induces me to urge the propriety of 
its immediate rectification ; a law-suit is not agreeable 
in England, but in a new colony, where the settler 

" In the smitl ehnit prefixed to thij volume, I have nmrlied 
the uipp Died boundariea u doubtTul. 
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has Sca.rcel J time to attend to his domestic concerns, it 
must bedoublj vesatious andliarassiag. The present 
Lieutenant Gflvernor ia acknowledged to be liberal 
end juat to settlers, and there maj be no fear of his 
refusing to correct any error which may have been 
committed, but it is possible that he maj' be recalled, 
or soon gathered to his forefathers, and the character 
of his sncceuor it is impossible to predict ; he may 
be honest, or he may be dishonest; he may pursue 
the liberal course Colonel Arthur has successfully 
followed, or he may glory in finding a flaw * in the 
title, that he may obtain for the Crown possession of 
cultivated fields and cleared lands, even though he 
may entail ruin on a whole family. 

As such things have before now happened, and may 
again occur, it behoves the landowner to guard agtunst 
the possibility of the calamity befalling him, for 
though he night obtain a restitution by applying to 
the Home Government, still the expense of a voyage 
to the Antipodes, and the difficulties attending suoh 
a proceeding, would, it is probable, irreparably injure 



* Tbfl Beeeuitj (at torm^iagta error of thii deicription i> 
■hewn bjr the following hypothetical cue, which ia not *t all 
unlikely ta occur in > coloay to which eoDvicts art traai- 
ported : — A, oommjta a burglary in a dwelling-house, luppoied 
to be in > pariah in Oatlanda djatrict t an iadictment, alleging 
the tocw mminu to be thsra, ia preferred againit him, and 
witaeiiea prove hii moral guilt ; tlit couniel for the defence 
then croai-eiaDiinei the witnaaaes, who atate the locut oriniiini 
to be erroDSously laid ; the priaann ia acquitted, the Judge 
telling the Jury they eaimot find him legally guilty. 
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the Urest prospects of the moat active, industriousf 
and inteUigent of settlers. 

Even now, whilst I am writing, the Times i)ewspa.per 
is before me, with a. leading article, pointing out the 
impropriety of electing militarj men to be Governors, 
and instancing the conduct of the present Governor 
of a small island.* 

Mais revenons a nos tnotitong ; — This district ap- 
pean by the charts to be iKiunded on the north bj 
Richmond district, from the source of Prosser's 
River to the Jordan, by an imaginary line, and from 
Clyde dbtrict, by another imaginary line extending 
from the Jordan above the BlacL Marsh to the Clyde, 
from which, considerably lower down, below Bothwell, 
another imaginary line extends to the Ouse, which 
then forms a north-west limit, to a spot near the 
small lake above lake Echo, and from thence an ima- 
ginary line to the Shannon forms its direct western 
boundary ; on the north. Shannon river, Blackbnm 
rivulet, the shore of the Lake called the Lagoon of 
Islandsjfromthence an imaginary line, running through 
the centre of the adjoining lake to Beaumont's lake, 
which is included in it; thence a line is drawn to Black' 
man's river, which becomes the boundary to its junction 
with the Macquarie, and up that river to its source, 
and then an imaginary line in a due east direction to 
the western boundary of the Oyster Bay district, 

* Tbia howerer it Dot k liugla aiunple, for the recardi of 
the Ooattt U Waitmiaster ibew miny inttnnces, tstkbliihad 
bajrond ill doubt bj verdicts witb luge dunigei, of the viL- 
fid utd iii^>re*ai>s auiconduct of military govemon. 
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diTiding it from Norfolk Plains and Campbell Town 
districts: on the east, it is bounded by the Oyster Bay 
district, from which it is only separated by an imagi- 
nary line. 

The extent of this district is stated to be about 90O 
square miles, or 576,000 acres ; but, as I have said 
before, the superficies on Cross's chart demonstrates 
the incorrectness of the statement, or the error in the 
boundaries of this and the Clyde district. 

The central position of this district, and its extent 
of excellent pasturage for stock, render it one of 
great importance. As an arable country it cannot 
compete with other districts, on accouiit of the ex- 
pense of conveying the produce to a market; but when 
population becomes more dense in the interior, its 
capabilities will be adduced. The valley of (he Green . 
Ponds, the vale of Jericho, York Plains, Sorell 
Springs, Salt Pan Plains, and the Eastern Marshes, 
all situated in this district, are some of the most fertile 
tracts in the whole island. In the Glreen Ponds" 
Valley, on the northern side of Constitution Hill, there 
is a village, a short distance from which, on the road 
to Launceston, a small church is erected. At Cross 
Marsh, lately, there has been held a quarterly market .- 
from the manner it has been attended, and from the 
qnantity of business transacted there, it bids fair to 
be permanent. Salt Pan Plains b about ten or 
twelve miles in diameter, and is so called from two 
large salt marshes, the one of forty acres, and the 
other, the best of the two, of twenty acres in extent. 
In winter these marshes are filled with rain water. 



■ ,Go(v^[c 



103 

which nhen evaporated by the summer Ikeat, learM 
a crust of good fine white salt, varjiing from a 
quarter to half an inch. Several tons are annually 
i;ollected for the use of the neighbourhood from these 
two marshes; and not far distant from them are se- 
Teral minor pans, which also yield a saline harvest. 
The herbage of these plains, from being impregnated 
with salt, is much relished by horses and cattle, which 
thrive estraordinarily, and sheep fed there are free 
from the scab, a disease incidental to large flocks in 
other parts of the island. 

Oatlands, the district township, is situated fifty 
miles from Hobart Town, on the borders of Lake 
Frederic, which is four miles in circumference. This 
was one of the townships marked out by General Mac- 
quaiie, in the year 1821 ; but it is only latterly that 
buildings have been erected. In a short time a gaol, 
a church, and barracks have sprung up, and these 
have attracted magistrates, a ulergjinan, constables, 
publicans, and mechanics. The land in the neigh- 
bourhood is extremely good, and will yield large 
crops of corn whenever the plough is employed. The 
total quantity of land in the whole district at present 
under tillage does not exceed three thousand one hun- 
dred acres. 

In the neighbourhood of Oatlaods, leather is ma- 
nufactured for exportation, and this, together with 
coal of excellent quality found at Jerusalem 
Plains, and a kind of wet-stone and lime-stone, 
is likely to bring considerable wealth to the 
iohabitontg. The rivers watering this district, are 
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the Jordan, the Clyde, the Shannon and Biaclunan's 
River, The lakes are the lagoon of Islands, Wood's 
Lake, Beaumont, or Sorell's Lake, Crescent Lake, 
Crown Lagoon, Lake Frederick and Lemon's Lagoon, 
several of which are many miles in length and 
breadth. 

The neighbourhoodof these lakes waathe favourite 
resort of the bush-rangers; Howe and Lemon both 
frequented it; after the former are the marshes 
to the north'west of Oatlands named, and after the 
latter, the lake to the south-eaat of the same place. 
Hone was the most blood-thirsty of all the bush- 
rangers,and the number of persons who suffered at his 
hands during the sis years that he kept the colony 
in a ferment, is supposed to be about half a 
hundred ! The end of this monster, who was never 
known to perform one humane act, occurred in the 
following manner: — 

A person named Warburton, in the habit of hunting 
kangaroo for skins, had occasional opportunities of 
seeing Howe, and he communicated to a Crown pri- 
soner named Worrall, a scheme for taking him. — 
Worrall agree to the trial, and with Wm. Pugh, a 
private of the 48th regiment, resolved to lie in wait at 
a hut on the Shannon River, likely to be visited by 
Howe for supplies Warburton was to look out for the 
approach of Howe, and to induce him to come to the 
hut, under a promise of supplying him with ammuni- 
tion ; at the same time to signify his approach by 
a whistle. This plan proved successful. Howe met 
Warburton near the place already mentioned ; he. 
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however, exhibited much dlstrnat of the inlenlion of 
the latter, and great heaitation in approaching near the 
hut, often disappearing to see if any one were watch- 
ing him. At length, after three hours' indeterminate 
consideration, allured b; promises of anununition, 
which Warburton said was in the hut, he ventured to 
enter the door, his musket cocked and levelled ; when 
Pugh instantly fired, but missed him. Howe exclaimed 
"Is that youi game!" and precipitately retreated, 
but at the same time fired without effect. Pugh and 
Worrall immediately rushed out to run him down, and 
the latter fired, but he also missed. After chasing him 
' some distance, they came up with him, — a severe en- 
counter ensued, and finally, from repeated blows on 
his head with their musket-stocks, he fell and expired. 
This bandit was of athletic make, and at the time of 
his death he wore a dress made of kangaroo skins, 
and had a very long beard, presenting a terrific ap- 
pearance. The men who freed the world of this 
wretched man were rewarded by Government : — Pugh 
received £50, Worrall £40, and Warburton £15. 

Lemon agitated the colony prior to the time of 
Howe, and he also met with his death by the stra- 
tagem of a convict prisoner. 

In the autumn of 1815, Michael Mansfield, a pri- 
soner holding a ticket of leave, and residing near die 
Black Brush, went forth one afternoon to look for eome 
cattle of his own, and some which he had in charge 
belonging to others. These were grazing at a dis- 
tance from hia hut, and he proceeded briskly on- 
ward, following a cattle-track through a deep forest. 
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%hicb he knew led to where the herd vms pastarin^. 
Suddenly hb progress was arrested by two saTage-look- 
ing fellows, one emerging; from either side of the path. 
They were dressed in kangaroo skins, sandals of the 
same on theirfeet, and knapsacks on their backs ; each 
carried a miuket ; and one who had a brace of pistols 
stuck in his g:ird!e, Mansfield immediately recognised 
as Lemon, the robber and buah-ranger. Mike, how- 
ever, being a true son of Hibemia, and an old man- 
of-war's man, was a stranger to fear, and resolved to 
make the best of a hod bargain. Lemon asked who 
and what he was; to which Mike answered truly, 
and in all his native naivetd. The hnsh-rangers then 
cast off their knapsacks (which seemed well filled) and 
commanded Mansfield to carry them, warning him at 
the same time, that if he attempted to escape they 
would shoot him on the spot. Poor Mansfield 
jagged on under his weary load, venturing now and 
then a few remarks on the tratement poor prisoners 
met with in this cursed country ; and, " troth and 
sure," he was bat a poor prisoner himself, and never 
hurt nor meddled with no one, far less abush-ranger ; 
and he was after hoping they were not going to ill 
tise him, or take him away from his poor dumb bastes : 
for sure they'd all be astray, master would have hiro 
catted, and poor Mike would be a ruined man for ever 
and a day. At this pathetic appeal the bush-rangers 
seemed to soften, and, after consulting together, they 
proposed, on certain conditions, to allow him to 
depart. They stipulated that he should meet them 
oD an appointed day, at a particular spot, and bring 



ii,.^-ihvGoo<^[c 



107 
4)610 flouT, tea, MigAT, tobacco, and ipirits, if ke cool 
procure any:— they would be on tbe look ont, and 
hu si^pial ta them was te be the smoke of a fire which 
be was to light. Mike pronused to comply, and waa 
«llowed to go his tray without farther moleatation. 
On the day appoioted, he selected one of hi« men on 
whom he eoidd depend, and taking hijB mosket and 
dogs, gave out that he was gmng to shoot kangaroos. 
When they had gone a short distance, he asked Pke- 
lim, " wonld he like to see ould Dublin ?" " By the 
piper of Leinster I that I would, roaster," was the 
reply. " Then, by the holy poker, ye nay," said 
Mike, *' if you'll en ly stand by me and do a bould 
deed." ^' And wo'nt I sure t" said Phelin, "only 
make me sartaa of my setting my foot in ould Dublin 
«gen, and Til stand by ye, master o'mine, until every 
bone in this skin Is bate to ihiTereens." " Well, I 
intend to take Lemon, and if you'll stand byme, we'll 
both of us juit get pardoned, and you'll be sent to 
ontd Ireland agen as free as the babe just beni." 
** Then Tm the boy that'll lend you a hand." 

Mansfield handed Phelim a trooper's pistol, and 
desired him to conceal it; and setting briskly forward, 
consulted how they should best accomplish their en- 
terprise. A good deal of lain had fallen, afid It was 
nearly dark when they reached (he place of ren- 
denous. Phelim, with the aid of his tinder-box, 
proceeded to kindle a fire, and Mike, with flour which 
he had provided for the purpose, daubed hu own and 
bis man's clothe*, to make it appear they had been 
carrying a load. When tl)e fire began to bum, they 
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cast themaelves on the ground, pretenfling to be qiftt* 

' ekhiusted, anxiousty naiting the arrival of the bush- 

' rangers. In about half an hour they made their 

' ai>pearance, both well-armed. - Mike spun a long 

yarn about losing hia waj, being overcame with 

' fatigue, and obliged to leave the prog about four 

miles off, in the hollow of a burned tree, declaring 

' lie was unable to retrace his steps that night, but 

if the bush-rangers would give him rest and food, 

ha would go with them early in the morning and 

bring them all he had promised ; as he concluded he 

produced a bottle of spirits, of which they all partook, 

and agreed to adjourn to the bush-ranger's hut, about 

two miles off. The hut was constructed of turf, low 

' and uncomfortable in the extreme, covered with sheets 

of bark stripped from the large forest trees. The 

■ fire-place, also of turf, lined with stones at tie bottom, 

■ was at one end of the hut, and within it a huge fire 
'■soon blaied. Some excellent beetwas b«iiled, which 

Mike strongly suspected to be part of his ow^i kine. 

They had neither bread nor potatoes to eat with the 
' meat, but the two bush-rangers, long accustomed to 
'■ such fare, made a hearty meal; the others swallowed 
' a fewmoraels, and after finishing the bottle of spirits, 
' they all laid down on kangaroo skins spread on the 
■floor; first Lemon, then Mansfield, then the other 
• bush-ranger, and last Phelim. Mike and Phelifii 
'snored away, but slept none. In the morning, Man's- 

■ field began to tos« and tumble about lo try if Lemon 
'Would eastly awake; but finding that both the bush- 
rangers slept soundly,' he cautiously withdrew the 
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, jHatoU from Lemon's belt, rose warily, gave one piitpl 

, to Fhelim, (who was still on the floor,) and concealed 
the other. He then went to a comer where the mua- 
keta stood, took all but his own, and put them in a 
pool of water before the hut; returning to the cabin, 
he examined the flint aud priming of his own piece. 
Finding all right, he gave the bush-ranger a push with 
hU foot, calling out at the saiue time, " Lemon, you 
are ray prisoner.". Lemon felt on one side and then on 
the other, for his pistols : finding them gone, he started 
to his feet, and drawing a long knife, was about to 
make a lunge, when Mansfield pulled the trigger— ^the 
ball went through the robber's head,'Giid he fell .a 

.lifeless corpse. The reportofftlansSeld'a musket awoke 
the other outlaw, who, seeing his companion's corpse, 
dropped 00 his knees and implored . mercy. - Mans- 
field only said, " Now, my tight fellow, beafter taking 
that there knife, cut your master's head off, put it into 

'that there bag, (pointing to it,) throw it over your 
shoulder, and trudge along with us.'' The man 

'shuddered at the command j and it required threats aud 
promises of intercession with the Governor, to prevail 
on him to do the deed. " By Saint Patrick !'l. ejacu- 
lated Phelim, " its a clane job, anyhow, barrin' the 
bloody head. Not a mlnnit ago it was the sky of a 
copper whose throats were cut Be off. on yer ten 
toes, ye thaef o' the world, and bless the saints ye 
don't carry yer own ugly mug in the bag with yer 
master's." They had thirty-six miles to walk, and 
it was night when they reached Hobart Town. Mans- 
field, howeverj went directly to Govemment House, 
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Mid wu most gracioosly received. The neita s{ire<d 
qaicklj, and all conudered Mike and Plielim deserved 
public rewards. Tlie Qovemor accordingly gave each 
a free pardon, and to Mike a grant of land on the 
Dement ; and to Fhelim, a free passage to " ould 
Ireland." The prlioner's life was spared, but he was 
banished to a penal settlement: 

The area of thb district is about 900 sqOare miles* 
or 576,000 acres. It is bounded on the east by the 
■eft ; on the north by an imaginary line from the coast 
to Saint Paul's Ri»er, which then forms the boundary 
to Saint FanVs Plains ; on the west by a chain of 
hills, separating It from Campbell Town and Oat' 
lands districts ; and on the north by Prossei's River and 
Bay. The comparatively tow and level tract between 
the hills and the sea is watered by streams. The land, 
especially in the neigbboorhood of Great Swan Port, 
q>reads into fine undulating downs of rich pasturage, 
and is already occupied as sheep and cattle runs ; bnt 
very little (1,700 acres) has been subjected to 
tillage, though that which has, proves that in point of 
fertility, if b not much inferior to some of the best 
tracts in OatUnds district 

The rivers are the Great Swan Port, debouching in 
Kjiig Bay, the Wye, running into the Great Swan 
Port, Meredith Hiver, Stoney Creek, Little Swan 
Fort, and Prosser's Rivers. Oyster Bay, discovered by 
tkimmodore Baudin, the French navigator, in 1802, 1» 
« convenient harbour, having seven fathoms of water 
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all iloag up the entrance ; it u formed bj Freycinet't 
Peninsula and Schouten's Island. 

There is no township in this district, but there are 
two military stations, the one at Waterloo Point, at 
the north of Meredith Kireri and the other at Spring 
Bay. There are sereral establishments for boiling 
down whale blubber ; and there is a com mill erected 
on the Swan Fort BJTer. The advantages which this 
district presents, were not known until within the last 
few years ; but now that they are, the tide of emi- 
gration has set to it, and all the good land will be 
speedily occupied. 

?.— JUampbell Town Dibtbict. 

The situation of this district is very adrantageous, 
and is consequently rising rapidly into Importance. 

Sorell Lake, Blacknian*8 and Macquarie Rivers, to 
their junction, form the southern boundary ; on the 
east it is divided from Oyster Bay by a range of hills, 
but a small portion of the north-eastern part extends 
to the sea; on the north, it is bounded by the Break 
o'Day and South Esk rivers, and on the west, by the 
lake River, which rises id the Boundary Lake, near 
Sorell's Uke. 

The superfice of this district is 1,260 square miles, 
or 806,400 acres : and the soil is rich and fertile, pro- 
ducing luxuriant herbage, which readily fattens sheep 
and cattle, and in consequence, those fed there, are in 
demand by the Hobart Town butchers, who come, 
though upwards of seventy miles distant, to purchase 
them. A great portion of the land, of course the best, 
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has been granted to the settlers, who may be consi- 
dered herdsmen and graziers, as they have subjected 
to the plough, only about six thousand four hundred 
acres, a small extent, when compared with the size of 
the district. 

The towns already springing into existence, are 
Campbell Town and Ross; and spots have been marked 
out for townships, to be called Tunbridge, Aubum, 
Kngal (a post station) and Lincoln. 

CiUPBELt Town, eighty-two miles from Hobart 
Town, is situated on the banks of Elizabeth River, over 
which a causeway, two hundred yards in length, has 
been erected. It contains a Court House, Qaol, the 
residence of the district Police Magistrate, two tole- 
rable inns, two or three public bouses, a few labourers' 
and mechanics' cottages, and two extensive stores, 
where may be obtained all articles in general demand. 

Robs, frequently called Ross Bridge, from the 
bridge which crosses the Macquarie Biver, is seventy- 
four miles from Hobart Town,- This township has 
not any buildings worthy of particular remark i but 
there is no doubt that it will rapidly rise into im- 
portance, now that a tract of land in the. immediate 
neighbourhood, consisting of 30,000 acres, reserved 
by the Crown, has lately been disposed of to private . 
individuals, who, in all onr colonies, new as well as 
oldy invariably farm to more advantage than the. Go- 
vernment. The view of Benlomond, some miles dis- 
tant, and a prominent feature in a high rocky range ,. 
of mountains, is romantic and grand. ^ 

A few years since, the settlers in the neighbonr- 
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Ii<lod of tbe Macquarie Rwer, & large proportion of 
whom belong to th? Presbyterian Church, wrote fo 
Edinburgh, expressing a desire that a respectable clei- 
gyman of their persuasion should be sent to them. In 
consequence of this, a clergyman went there, and, 
much to the credit of the Scotch emigrants, a manse 
and kirk have been built, and a stipend has been 
voluntarily subscribed for him. This is worthy of 
remark in the history of any country, as it shews that 
they possessed a truly religious and moral feeling, 
creditable to them in the highest degree. The 
rivers of this district are the Macquarie, Elizabeth, 
Blackman's, Isi^, South Esk, Saint Paul's, and Break 
o' Day ; but none of them are navigable. The waters 
of .some are usefully employed to drive corn-mills. 
S. — Norfolk Plains. 
This dtstiiet is bounded, on the south-west by the 
Ouse River, and on the south by the Shannon Biver, 
andthe Lakes, Lagoon of lBlanda,and Wood's Lake; on . 
the east by I^ke and Rubicon Rivers ; on the north 
by the sea, and ou' the west by Forth River; it con- 
tains a superficial sur&ce of 2250 square miles, or 
1,440,000 acres, the greatest portion of which li 
mounttunoDi and wwultivable land ; there are, how- 
ever, many very fertile flats on the baijiks of the 
rireis* inlerseeting it, but only 6200 acres are tilled. 

•The DMural grtiiea growing in the neighbourhood of ■ 
Wealhury, are o! luch a Tsry succulent and nutritive Vind, that 
coirt fed upon them give milk of so rich > quality, thrt the 
cream produced, may be cat with a VaiSe.'—Acaiwa of tm* tf 
At Qotava't Excwtie»t. 
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In addition to the rivers and lakes menifoited a» 
funning tl»e boundaries, there are the Mewej, Philip's,* 
Moleaide, Meander,OT Quamby's, or Western, MonoWr 
and llasher rirers, PennyToyal Creelc, and Don. 
Biver, Great Lake, lake Arthur, and Western Lagoon, 
besides two extensive lagotms between Port SoreU 
and Port Frederic, Bnd half a dozen lagooM at Nor- 
folk Plains, neM Pertb. The Mersey rises in the 
Western Hoontains, and foils into Port Frederic, 
where there is a connnodiotis harbour, aflbrding a.safe 
resort for shipping. The Moleaide springs from the 
■amerangeof mountains, and debouches in the Mersey. 
The country between these two rivers appears to be 
undermined by nomeroiis siibterranean streams, which 
flow in diSerent directions, at various depths below the 
surface. The supemcnmbent soil, depriTed of it* 
fuondation by the action df the water of these- 
streams, has giveil way in nmny parts, foiming 
pits or basins of varioos depths, fnaa twenty to tw» 
hundred feet, shaped 4ike fiKUiels, bn>ad.at the top 
and becoming gikdnally less, nnially tennin^iBg, if 
the pit is deep, in a snwlL eiimlai potul. It is sup- 
posed that when the pita are only a. yard, or so ib 
diameter and depth, (of which t&ers are nany,) that 
the substrata have only begun to gire way, and that 
the pits will increase both in diametet and depth a« 
theaction of the water tiirther undermines the gnrand. 

•TheForth. Philip's.iod Memnder Rive™ hmvBieverd beau- 
tiful Guculei ud cstBTUli, falling from 300 to SOa feet in per- 
pendiculu height. The water at Philip'i cttuact ii petrifi^ 
•nd there ue Urge trees petrewMit. 
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Two at three of the partjwho aceoupanied the hieu- 
tenant (Governor on an eicunion to the western di»* 
tricts of the UlnDd, descended one of the deepMt of 
thete pits, and endearoured to Athom the small cir- 
circular pond of water at the bottom, bat did not suc- 
ceed in ascertaining; its depth. At the hottom of 
another pit there was fonnd a cavern, ezteoding right 
and left; on entering it they diseoTsred a larfe bodj 
of water nuhing from a height and flowing away, as 
it were, beneath their feet. The country between the 
Moleside and the Mersey has a sobstratmn of lime, 
stone, which frequently rises above the surfaoe. Tbe 
Monow and Dasher are mnall rivera flowing into the 
Mersey. The land in the neig'hbourhood of (he 
Forth is not much known, but as far as investigation 
has been carried, it does not appear to be of very good 
«|Dality. The Rubicon is a small river, flowing into 
Port Sorell, a harbour into which only vessels of 
small draught can enter. 

Great Lake, about ninety mites north-west of Ho- 
bart Town, and eighty feet above the level of the 
■ea, is situated within the linuts of this distiict. The 
Country in the neighbourhood b alternate marsh and 
hill, well but not superabnodantly wooded, and 
adapted for sheep and cattle runs. The lake itself is 
about twenty miles long, and ten broad, with deep bays 
and Indents, and having many promontoriesand penin- 
sulas extending into tt Tbn formaUon of course 
makes a greater extent of shore than if the coast was 
even, and adds greatly to the beauty of the scenery, 
which has been asaimilated to the entrance to the 
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rijer Derwent. In the lake are five islands covered ■ 
with a species of cedar (the foliage resembling the . 
HuoD pine) and nuraeroua beautiful shmbs. From 
the inunense expanse of nater, the reader perhaps 
will tmagiDe that the depth is proportionate to the 
extent of surface, but in this he will be mistaltei], 
for its greatest depth does not usuall]' exceed three 
fathoms,* and frequentlj a yard measure would reach 
the bottom. It discharges its waters by the Shanaon, 
which uniting with the Clyde, fall into the Derwent. ■ 

The mouDtaina are niunerous, and form a bold fea- 
ture in the district. The western range (3,500 feet 
in height, and covered with snow many nioDths in the 
year) runs east and west through the centre j it con- 
sists chiefly of basaltic rocks, presenting, at a distance 
of tea miles, the appearance of a stupendous wall ; - 
it is clothed about three-fourths of its altitude by 
trees of the most stately description, while the -sum- 
mit is naked and sterile. Near this range there is a 
remarkable detached round mountain, called Quamby's 
Bluff; it appears as if a tremendous convulsion of 
nalure had at some remote period thrown it off from 
the parent chain of mountains, leaving a chasm or 
g!^ of about three miles intervening. It is stud to 
have obtained its name from the circumstance of one 
of the Aborigines, who was found near it by a party 
of. men in quest of kangaroos, in the early period of 
the colony, calling out quambyl quamby! (mercyl 
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toercy!) when one of the party presented his. gun at 
him. Two other ranges of mountains run directly 
south and north, the one joining the western moun- 
tains at the western extremity, and the other at the 
eastern. There are also two remarkable mountains 
between the western mountains and the sea, called 
Gog and Magog. These are the most peculiar fea- 
tures of the district, and the rest I shall not even 
name, for the enumeration of a tithe of the natural 
curiosities that present themselves to the view of the 
traveller or emigrant would eitend the work to 
several volumes. 

Westburt, the township of this district, is situated 
oil a small stream, called Qaamby's Brook, which falls 
into Quamby's, Western, or Meander river, and is on 
the line of road from Launceston to Circular Head ; 
it has not, however, yet attained a point sufficiently 
high to be designated even by the name of village. 

Latoub, the site for a township of this name, is 
marked out at Norfolk Plains. 

9. — Launck«ton. 

This district, situated at the north-east comer of 
the island, is bounded on the west by Port Sorell and 
Rubicon River; on the south, by Meander, South Esk 
and Break o' Day Rivers, and on the east and north 
by the sea. It comprises 3,800 square miles, or 
3,352,000 acres, comparatively few of which are 
iQcated. The rivers, besides those forming its boun- 
daries, are Currie's, Piper's, Ringarooma, George's, 
and North fisk, besides many others falling into the 
Tamar and the sea. The Tamar, properly speaking. 
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ii not ft river, but bd ann of the sea. It b nearlj- 
fifty miles in length, and is navigabk for ships of 
targe burden, to Launceston, which stands at its extreme 
inland point. The mountains are the Asbestos Hills, a 
range between the Rubicon and Tainar, running north 
and south, and a tier from which Benlomond rises, ei- 
tendiug from the source of Piper's River to Tasmau 
Peak, in Campbell Town district; their direction ii 
therefore, nearly parallel with the Tamar. Beolo- 
mond is about 4,200 feet above the level of the sea, 
and is visible manj miles distant. The scenery to its 
vicinity is extremely grand and romantic, as, indeed, 
the views are in almost every part of the island, which, 
throughout, is mountainous and not deficient in wood 
and water. 

The mountiuns seldom assimilate in character 
they are almost as various as numerons : here rising 
gradually to the summit, there springing as it were 
perpendicularly* from the surface : here of a conical 
shape, there round ; some with daric brows, others 
snow-capped ; such are the mountains of this southern 
Switzerland. 

The greater part of thb extensive district may be 
said to he uncultivable land, as much of it is almost 
inaccessible mountain and hungry sand: the flats on 
the banks of the North and South Esk and 5reak-o'- 
Day Rivers, and the landiathe vicinity of Launceston, 
is however of a rich and fertile quality, yielding 
good average crops of com. There is a considerable 
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portton of this territory anesplored, and tfae nature 
of the soil U not ascertained ; but the thronging of 
settlers to this quarter of the globe will won cause 
the whole of the island to be investigated. 

Launcb&ton, 121 miles from Hobart Town, is 
situated within the fork formed by the confluence 
of the waters of the North and South E»k Ri- 
vers, which {all into the Taniar. A settlement was 
formed on the banks of the Tamar in 1B04, but in 
consequence of the site first chosen for the chief town 
on this side of the island, not being couTenient, the 
GoTemmeot establishments were reuoved to the pre* 
lent favorable situation, and private individuals fol- 
lowed. It b the residence of a Commandant, and is 
generally garrisoned by a company of Infantry. The 
public buildings are a church, gorernment-honse, 
military barracks, gaol, court-house, commissariat 
stores, school, &c. The church is a large building,but 
I cannot subscribe to the epithet ' elegant,' which ha« 
been applied to it by a colonial writer, if it bearr any 
resemblance to the drawing which I have seen. The 
other public buildings are neither suitable in point of 
size, nor indicative of its commercial importance. 

The Supreme, Civil, and Criminal Courts hold aj- 
siies here, alternately with HobartTown. Several.largo 
and commodious houses, stores, and buildings have 
been lately erected, and are a great improvement to the 
appearance of the town. Besides these, it boasts of va- 
rious establishments, which are evidence of wealth and 
intelligence: among these are breweries, a distillery, 
flour mills, a bank, post office, several hoteb and inu. 
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two priDting ofBcea, (whence are issued Iwo weekly 

, newspapers,) a circulating library, and several well 
condticted seminaries for young ladles and gentlemen. 
On tlie eastern side of the town, a race-course has 
been formed, but it is situated too near to be long 
employed as such ; for as the town extends the ground 
will become of value, and then .the course will be 
destroyed — the utile will supersede the dvlce. The 
position of the town is admirably calculated for trade, 
as vessels of 400 tons hurden can approach it to re- 
ceive or land their cargoes ; hut I must not conceal 
the fact that the navigation of the river is not only 
difficult but dangerous ; if a vessel turning up or 
beating out unavoidably nears the shores, and misses* 
stays, it is placed in very perilous situation. A steam 
boat will be shortly, if it is not already, employed to 
tow vessels up to Launceston, and it is reckoned that 
very little risk will then attend the navigation. The 
town has one disadvantage, however, which might 
and ought to have been long since removed, vii. an 
inadequate supply of water: the deficiency has long 
been felt, and as frequently as it has beencoinplained 
of, it has been said that plans were in contemplation 
to remedy the evil ; the execution, however, baa been 

' culpably delayed. The newspapers are constantly 
complaining of the Colonial Government neglecting 
this town, whilst large sums of money are expended 
on unimportant works at Hobart Town ; and as 
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' nothing 13 more important as regards health, decenSy, 
and comfort than a plentiful supply of good nater, 
the Colonial Government, so long as It withholds it, 
deserves the cenaare not only of the Launceston jour- 
nalists but the comnmnity at large. Dotto malto 
aspetatto, e venduto, nan donatto. 

A mile above Lannceston, the Sonth Ksk forms a 
beautifnl cascade, rolling through a deep chasm of 
rocks, to nhich the inhabitants send boats for fresh 
water, as the salt tide runs up to the pool below. 

■ The vessels in the Tamar, usually four or five, are 
also obliged to send their l>arrels to this cataract for 
fresh water. Above the fall is a large basin, whith 
appropriately enough might be called the wash-tub, 
it being the rendezvous of all the washerwomen 'of 
the town ; and here, morning, noon, and night, they 
may be seen engaged in the work of purilica^on. In 
France I have frequently seen twenty women standing 
in a row in a stream, publicly washing linen; there 
they prefer that mode of performing the labour; 
but at I^unceston neceisitas n<m kabet legem — like 
Mahomet, who went to the mountain, because the 
mountain would not come to him — the washerwomen 
go to the water becau«e I', does not run to them. 

Pkbth, 109 miles from Hobart Town, and 12 from 
Launceston ; is a beautifnl village, pleasantly situated 
on the banks of the South Esk,* which is crossed in 
a Government punt. The public building? are a gaol 

• The tn^nthip ii bul on both lidei ofthe river, •nd ihm- 
toit, it ii partly in Lmnceston, tad putly in Campbell Town 
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%nd qu&rt«rB for an officer &nd a detachment of sol- 
diers ; the private buildings chiefly consist of cottages 
for mecbanici tind labourers ; in the immediate Ticinit^ 
are two floui mills, possessing the advanta^ of being 
drirenby water power,a])d manj etcelleal bouses and 

Gbobgb Town, 32 miles north of Lannceston, and 
152 miles from Hobart Town, Is situated on the 
eastern bank of the Tamar, and within four miles of 
its opening to Bass' Straits, It is considered the sea 
bathing place of tkie side oftheisland, but of late years, 
on account ff the removal of head-quarters to La.un- 
ceston, has been declining instead of advancing. The 
laud in its immediate neighbourhood is not in general 
of good quality, though fifteen miles to the east, on 
the Iwnka of Piper's River, there are some thousands 
of acres, well situated, rich and fertile. 

A new township, to be called FalmouUl, was marked 
out last May; it is situated at the head of George's 
Bay, a safe and convenient haibour on the eastern 
coast, for vessels not drawing more than fifteen feet, 
that being the depth over the bar at high water ; but 
at ebb tide ^ere is only nine feet. The land in the 
neighbourhood is reported to be very favourable for 
the finest woolled sheep. 

The advantages of having villages scattered over 
the island, must be evident, and yet it is surpruing 
that at one time they were discouraged, under the idea 
,they would tend to promote idleness and drunkenness 
among the convict labourers — the advantages were 
not placed in the other scale. That opinion, 
however, has now been disoardad, and villages and 
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fownsliips ha.ve spmng op in Tariaus directiona. Sir 
X Sinclair, in one of his Easajs, sayi, " When prtj- 
pcrlj situated, tkey (villages) often lay the foundS' 
tion of large towns and cities; but eren in their 
humble state, theyare of infinite service, by collecting 
a number of nsefnl mechanics and tradesmen together, 
by farnishiiig hands to carry on such manu^tnres as 
are the most essential in every district ; and by acting 
as a centre, where faift and markets may be held, or 
little shops set up, or schools establishadfor the edu- 
cation of the children in the neighbourhood." The 
last observation aloBe outweigbs all that has been ad- ' 
dnced in opposition to the fonnation of villageTin the 
interior ; morality increases as education is extended ; 
-the more, therefore, it is promoted, the less likely is 
crime to be augmented. 

Van Dibhan's Land Compant'b Dibtbictb. 
Thb next three divisiotu of this chapter relate to 
die lands which have been granted by the Crown to 
the Van Dienutn's liand Company. These have been 
divided into three parcels or districts, viz. : — Circular 
Head, Woolnorth, and Surrey and Hampshire Hills, 
which I shall treat ofin the order they are here placed.* 

' * Table aheviag tbe quantity of cultivMed land in ths 
niua Police DiMiicta :— 

, l.r~Bol>ut town - 2,000 6— 0;st«TBiy - 1,700 

2.— Mew Norfolk - 4,200 ?.— Cunpbell Town 8,400 

3;— Ridiinond - . 17,000 8.— Norfolk Plaini 6,200 

4.— Cljde - . . 3,800 9.— Leuncelton - 8,000 

S^Oatlwifc . . . 3,100 • Total - ^lifiHo 
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10.— ^iKouux Head 
- Ir » narrow penliuniU, five miles and a balf long, 
Bituated on the north coa«t of the island, ajid is joined 
to the tnain by a low sandy neck of laud,a quarter of 
a mile in breadth. ThenoiapanypoBsesseBthb tract, 
and a portion immediately eontignous on the main is- 
land, extending from Black rirer to Deep Cieek, la all 
amounting to 30,000 acres. Apartof thiaiaof tolerahle 
qnality, prodncing fair average crops of wheat, pota- 
toes, tnrnips, peas, uid artificial grasses, but barley and 
oats are rery precarious crops, and the cnltivalion of 
them has been abandoned ; there u however a consi- 
derable (juantity sandy and hungry, and unfit for cuL- 
tivation. The inadequate supply of water at ikb 
spot is a great draw^ck to its prosperity : the com- 
pany, however, proposes to remedy this evil by artifi- 
cial means, which may be effected, as at the depth of 
thirty feet good water is found. A private individual 
could not, in the present state of the colony, advan- 
tageously occupy land where water is with difficulty 
obtained, but where there is no deficiency of capital, 
the sinking of wells and the fonnaUoif of reservoirs 
may be beneficially undertaken. 

HiOHFiELD, is the name of the settlement formed 
here ; it contains about twenty residences, besides a 
jetty, stores, workshops, and farm buildings, and has 
a population of upwards of one hundred souls. The 
harbour is safe for shipping, as it is protected from 
the violence of the waves by an insulated round rock, 
rising perpendicularly from the waters, and having a 
very singular appearance. 
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1!. — WOOLNOKTH. 

This district consists of 100,000 acres at the ex* 
treme north-weat comer of the island ; and Robin's, 
Walker's, and Trefoil islands, immediately adjoining ; 
which are supposed by the Company's officers .to.con- 
tain 10,000 acres of good land. The soil of this 
district, though marshy, is generally of fair quality, 
but not equal to many of the tracts in other parts of 
the island. 

HiOHBUBT, the township (if so it may be called) 
of this dbtrict, comprises several cottages, stores, 
fonn-bnildings, &c. and has a population of about one 
hundred souls. 

12. — SiFRBET AKv Hahpshibb Hills, &c. 
■ This district consists of 50,000 acres at Emu Bay, 
10,000 at the Hampshire Hills, and 150,000 acres at 
the Surrey Hills, forming a continuoua tract, extend- 
ing from the sea to May-day Moiml, and Mount Cripps, 
which in a direct line, are nearly thirty miles from 
the coast, and 10,000 acres at the Middlesex Plains, 
between the Surrey hills and the river Forth. The 
soil of these districts is stated by the Company's agents 
to b6 excellent, "consisting of a ha7.el loam, vith a 
tendency to clay, upon a bottom of mixed stone and 
clay, or firm clayey gravel." Sheep, upon which the 
Van Dienian's Land agriculturist places most reliance, 
however, have not succeeded, for last year 2,400 died, 
a loss which the Directors attribute to insufficiency of 
winter food, vit.: "Hay from artificial, as well as 
natural grasses, turnips, rape, linseed, &c,, and to the 
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necessaiy precautioiis as to shelter not having been 

This caUmitf to the stock of the Company will be 
a cautioD to the infendiag settler to provide sufficient 
winter food and shelter for the stock, to prevent such 
a misfortune from befalling bim. As wheat and po- 
tatoes are precarions crops, the Company recommends 
the ealtivation of oats and bere, and directs the atten- 
tion of the settler to breeding horses, rearing cattle 
for the dairj and butcher, and keeping hardv breeds of 
sheep. The Middlesex Plains are merely used by the 
Company as a stock station, and do not therefore re- 
quire particular notice. The Company has formed 
a road, running through the whole of this district, 
from Circular Head to Launceston, a boon to settlers, 
which can only be duly appreciated by persons ac- 
quainted with new countries. Emu Bay,* situated 
at the mouth of Emu River, is a safe harbour fo« 
shipping ; and here the Company haa erected a store, 
whence produce may be shipped, and where imports, 
&c. are received. The population of these districts, 
already exceeding one hundred souls, will be greatly 
increased at the termination of the present year by the 
arrival of two ships with indented servants, &c. 

The Penal SBTTt.BHBi4T8. 
, Thb two next divisions of this Chapter relate to 
the country in the neighbourhood of the penal settle- 

■ Thli ii ■ very betutiful indent; the lubstrUum is 
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menb, wli«re*t1ie tvontofcriminalg, andalaopriMnen 
-convieCed of offences comntitted in the colonj, are 
sent. ThefSTe compelled to perfona the «everest+ 
kinds of labour, and the quantum and quality of food 
allowed is the Nme at both of tbem. 

13. — Macquaiue Hahbodr. 
Macqcakii Hakbouk is a large bay on the western 
coast of the bland, extending inland in a south-west- 
erly direction about twenty miles to where Gordon 
river deboiichsa, and diverging right andleit into two 
extensive bays or creeks. The settlement is formed 
at Sarah's island, a small bland within the harbour, 
whence every morning the convicts, usually amount' 
ing to between two and three hundred souls, are 
removed to the banks of the Gordon, to perform 
their laborious tasks. The Gordon, though abarriver, 
b navigable for nearly forty miles, and is in most 
parts very deep, and never less than one hundred yards 
wide. Its banks, though generally precipitous, are 
clothed with timber and shrubs, and afford beautiful 
scenery. The land b generally of a rich quality, but 
the timber is too dense to allow the agriculturist to 
occupy it with advantage. On Philips' island, on 
the northern side of the harbour, a small garden has 
been formed, and a few acres have been broken up for 
cultivation ; and at Coal head, which is adjoining, 
excellent coal has been found, but not yet dug for 



• Impeiiiun in imperio. f V*^ I*S«' S7— *• 
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use. The thnber procured bj tbe conviata is the 
Huon pine, the ttimk of which is generally sixty feet 
in length and .fire feet in diameter ; tbe celery top 
pine, fifty feet long and two and a half feet io dia- 
meter ; and the myrtle, the pinknood, and light- 
wood trees, all of which grow to a good else, affording 
excellent timber for ship-buili^g, ^furniture, and 
house-work. A plant called the Macquarie Harbour 
grape has been discorered here i it is a climbing 
plant with a large digited viDe-like leaf, grows very 
rapidly, and produces its fruit like the vine in large 
bunches. The acid which its fruit yields, baa been 
medicinally employed as a substitute for lime-juice, 
and has Ailty answered the expectations of the me- 
dical man by whom it was prescribed. 

There is a species of water fowl peculiar to the 
harbour, but to what genus it belongs, has not yet 
been detennined. 

It baa been reported that the GoTernment intends 
to remove tbe prisoners from Macquarie Harbour, and 
to permit settlers to occupy tbe land in the neigh- 
bourhood, but whether or not that will be done I 
cannot ascertain. 

14.— PoBT Arthdh. 
In September 1B30, a new penal settlement, in- 
tended as a gradatory one, was formed at this port, 
one of the finest harbours in the world, which is 
situated midway between Cape Hilar and Cape Baonl,- 
on the sontham coast of Tuman't Peninsula, or about 
fifty-five miles south-east of Hobart Town. 
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The coast between* tliese two capet (ten mile* 
msander) falls back so a* to form a Wy, of a crescent 
shape, termed by tke Frencli, Mainjon Bate. Its 
sidea are rugged and inaccessible. At the middle 
of thia crescent the passage of the harbour opens. It is 
about a mile wide, and mna up in a noith^orth-west 
direction for four miles and a half. At the distance 
of three and a half miles up, it expands to the west- 
ward so aa to form a. large bay, the safest part of the 
harbonr. 

The water ia deep an both sides close to the shores. 
The western bead is formed by a hill of between four 
and five hundred feet in height, with a clear round 
fop and perpendicular sides towards the sea ; the 
eastern by a bold rocky point, surmounted by a coni- 
cal hill eight hundred feet high, with another still 
loftier behind it. Front this point, the eastern shore 
runs up in nearly a strught unbroken liue to the end 
of the harbour. It also is formed by a perpendicular 
wallof basaltic columns and iTon-stoneroiik,nith along 
line of hilU above them, sloping backwards, having the 
appearance of an immense battery or embankment. 
These hills are covered lightly with trees of a stunted 
growtlL Tliere are three or four rocky gullies and 
fresh water streams on this side, where landing may 
be effected when the wind is easterly. 

The left, or western side of the channel presents a 
very different aspect. Its rooky line is broken by 
bays and -sandy beaches. There i* also an open 

* Hobail Town Cilmdar. 
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tract with an nndulating surface cove»ed with Iiefltli 
and small slinibs, and backed by a lofty rang© 
of hills, which mns directly up from Cape Raoul 
towards the north and sonth, and a branch range. 
across the centre of the peninsula. This meets with 
the line of hills on the eastern side, and thus com- 
pletely suFTDDnds the port. 

" On sailing up the harboor, within the clear hill at 
the western head is seen a small sandy beach, where 
the surf is generally too great to allow of boats land- 
ing. Half a mile higher up, and beyond an inner 
rocky head, is Safety Co»e, a fine large bay with « 
sandy beach, into which vessels ofien run for shelter 
from the stormy winds and heavy seaa so frequent 
upon this coast. It is open to the south-east, bnl 
by lying well roand into the sonth-west comer of the 
cove, a ship may be sheltered from a aonth-east wind. 
Sailing past Safety Cove, on the left, there is a range 
of perpendicular rocks a mile and a half in length, 
which runs along a tongue of land, (separating the 
channel from the bay inside,) and close to the point 
of this tongue is a small picturesque island. Here the 
harbour expands or rather doubles round the tongue 
of land, and forms a beautiful bay or basin, in which 
a large fleet might ride at anchor undisturbed by any 
wind ; and from hence, looking directly across the 
bay, is first seen the settlement, lying half a mile due 
west from the island. There are, besides, three 
smaller bays from the main sheet of water, which 
afTord excellent anchorage. 

The settlement is prettily situated on the sloping 
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«!de of a point, on the sontheni boandory of the inlet 
projecting into the larger bay. 

Thia settlement was established in forttaeiance of 
that system of reward for good conduct, which has 
been found to operate to benefieiall}' on the minds of 
the unfortunate and degraded beings nhose crimes 
have been the cause of their banishment from tbeir 
native country. It is a kind of intermediate settle- 
ment between the colony and Macquarie Harbour, 
from which latter place tboie prisoners whose good 
bebariour may have entitled them to the boon, are 
removed prior to being admitted or readmitted, as the 
ease may be, into the colony. Here, as atMacquarie 
Hartiour, thay must serve a certain period, at the ex- 
piration of which, if their conduct has been deserving, 
they are promoted by being sent into the colony, 
which is the anxious desire of all ; but if, on the 
other hand, their behaviour has not been satis^tory 
to their offlc«r8, they are either retained in the settle- 
ment or returned to Macquacie Harbour, where they 
again experience the very severe labour from which 
their good conduct had for a short time relieved them. 
They are employed here in felling and cutting timber, 
(stringy bark and gum trees,) which grows to a very 
good size and b of excellent quality. 

This settlement is not exelasively employed as 
a gradatory one for the convicts from Mac(|narie 
Harbour, for here are now sent to be instnicted in 
trades, the numerous convict-boys,* annually trans- 

• The prisoners tried M Ibe Middleiei, Wettminiter, and 
Sorrar Sauions, and I msy sdd, iha Old Bailey, ue chiefly 
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ported from the parent country. Formerly, it was 
the custom to distribute them as serranta among the 
settlers, nha were so unwilling to receive them, on 
account of their indolent habits and mischievous 
tricks, that the Government was obliged to make an 
order, requiring them to take convict-boys in a. propor- 
tionate number to the adult prisoners assigned to 
them. The settlers are however now relieved from the 
burden by their being sent here, where they are 
taught employments, which, when returned to the 
parent colony, will enable tbem to obtain an honest 
and reputable livelihood. 

It b hither the class of convicts, called "gentlemen 
convicts,'"* educated men, who have fallen from their 
high estate, are traji^orted : their employment consists 
of gardening and work of that kind ; they are dremed 
in the prisoners' garb, and treated as regards food, &c. 
in every way like the other convicU. It is almost unne- 
cessary t« lay, that siiclt punisltment is more eevere to 
them than it is to the uneducated prisoner, and so I 

bojis under fifteen yeiri of »ge; at tbe fanner Sesiiooa, within 
OD* hour, I once (Sw thirteen tried, convicted, ud Mntenced 
tS be tranaported. 

* The following order hu been lent out, but not ofGcislI; pub- 
lished:—" la future, kll educUed canvisti ihtll, immedisIelT 
on their uriril, be lent to Tbioiiu'i Peniniuli, there to re nun 
until the terniinitionortheir lenience; to hekept tohard labour, 
lo bs dreiied in the gtejr ptiioner-clothing, aod itrictly ratioDed; 
in fact, to be allowed no indulgence, or an; probability hetd out 
to them of a diiDge in their aituation, till the time of their 
seoteuces may haye expired." — Colonial Titiut, Mardt 1833. 
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think it should be, for it must be remembered that 
their education makes tbeir crimes of a double die. 
Ignorance, tbough not an encuae for an^ crime, id a 
measttiemaj palliate nome offeuces ; but erudition not 
onlj does not extenuate or mitigate, but makes the 
delinquettc; more heinous and atiocious. 

15. — Thb Unlooated Countet. 

It has latel]' been ascertained that there is a con- 
siderable quantity of good laud to the westward of 
HobtlrtTown, 'and steps are now taken to render it 
available to the new-comers. A road has been com- 
menced, and at the date (May 1 7) of the last accounts 
from the colony, it was nearly completed. This will 
be of great adTantage to emigrants of both large and 
small capital. Before, if one of the former was desi< 
rous of obtuning serersil thousand acres in one con- 
tinuous tract, he could not suit himself i and if one 
of the latter, he conld not afford to compete with 
the monied man. The land between the mountains 
and Pott Macquuig is highly recommended, and its 
richness is atud'to be proved to demonstration by the 
condition of the wild hirds'ifound feeding there. 

The river Huon is the principal river flowing 
through the unlocaled 'territory; it was first disco- 
vered in !?92, by the boats belonging to the expe- 
dition under Admiral D'Bntrecasttour, and named 
after Captain Hnou Eermandee of the Esperaoce. 

The island, sailed Hnon island, lies in t^e centre 
of this river at its mouth, where it fella into D'Entre- 
casteaux channel. Thia beaiitiful little island, con- 
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taining about three hundred acres, standa nearlj in 
the middle of the river, which st this place is aboat 
three miles wide. The western passage is the widest, 
bat in the centre is a. small rock, which is only con- 
spicuous at low water, having the appearance of a 
small black speck, which, at s distance, might i)e mis- 
taken for a. boat. About five miles up, on the north 
bank, is a large inlet, called (also bj the French who 
discovered it) Port des Cygnes, from the great number 
of black swans that frequent it. This beautiful bay 
extends for about five or six miles to the north, being 
agreeably diversified with projecting points of land, 
clothed with elegant stringy bark and gum trees 
affording timber of the finest description. On the 
nest, or opposite, is a small stream called Castle 
Forbes rlTer. The course of the river from its mouth, 
is nearly in a westerly direction for about ten miles, 
till it meets a low point on the northern shore, called 
" One Tree Point," where the stream is about a mile 
and a half or two miles wide. 

From One Tree Point the river suddenly bends 
round to the north, in which direction it continues 
for about twelve miles, till it is joined by Monnt 
Eiver, a considerable stream flowing from the Mount 
Wellington range of hills. The tide flows up to this 
place, which is also the point where the road lately 
made from Hobart Town reaches the river, over a 
distance of nineteen miles. About half way above 
One Tree Point, the navigation of the river is much 
impeded by several aits covered with trees and brush- 
wood, lying in the middle of the river, and extending. 
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up for about tbree or four miles, leaving a narrow, 
channel on each side. They are called Egg islands,. 
from the great number of swans that make their nests 
among the long grass which overgrows them. Ships. 
cannot with safety, on account of these islands, as-. 
cend much higher than One Tree Point, and the rirer 
is only further navigable for boats. After passing - 
them, however, the channel though narrower still, 
continues about ten falhoms deep, until it arrives at 
Mount Biver. All along, the banks continue steep 
and thickly covered with timber. Opposite One Tree 
Point, on the west bank, a considerable stream falls 
into the Hnon, called Kermandee river j on the bank- 
of which, at a little distance inland, report says, there . 
is a large tract of fine country. Near the lower end . 
of the Egg islands the water ceases to be salt. 
_ A short way above Mount River, the Huon again 
takes a sudden bend to the west, nearly at right 
angles. The corner formed by the angle was named 
Musquito Point, owing to the great number of mos- 
quitoes which infest that part. The northern bank 
against which this stream Sows, continues lofty and 
precipitous, while the opposite side is composed of 
low land in many parts covered with water in times 
of flood. About a mile above Musquito Point is the 
Erst fall, beyond which it is almost impossible for 
boats, unless very small ones, to ascend, as the chan- 
nel higher up is a constant succession of rapids. At 
this place the river is about ninety or one hundred yards 
wide. The influence of the tide, although the water be 
fresh all the way, is still felt. From Hobsrt Town to 
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tbis point round by water, altbougli only nineteen 
miles by land, is reckoned sixty miles. 

The banlcB of Ihia river would long since have been 
appropriated and cleared, had not the warfare witb 
the aborigines deterred settlers from exposing the 
lives of themselTes, their families, and their servants ; 
bat now that peace reigns, and order is restored, en- 
terprising settlers will investigate the land on the 
banica of this river, and of its tributary streams ; and 
will select that most likely to repay them for their 
toil and industry. 

The south-east part of Launceston district has 
lately been investigated, and it is said, that the land 
proves to be of a good quality, well calculated to 
produce herbage of the kind most favorable to fine- 
wooled sheep. The position for a township was 
marked out in George's River, at the comroenceroent 
of the month of April last. — To the west of the Ouse, 
and on the banks, as well as to the northward of tha 
river Arthur, which falls into the sea on the western 
coast, it is supposed there is much good land ; this 
will not, however, now that the aborigines are not to 
be dreaded, be permitted to remain long in doubt. 
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TREES, FRUITS, FLOWERS, &e. 



The island L) naturally thickly wooded with ttees, 
fit for the shipwright, builder, and cabinet-maker, as 
will be seen by the subjoined list of their names, 
and the usei to which tkey are applied : — For house* 
T^oik, — gum, stringy bark, white and yellow Huon 
pine and sassafras. House-work and furniture — biack 
and silver wattle, dark and pale lightwood, pencil 
cedar, and Adventure Bay pine. Furniture— cotton- 
tree, mu9k, silver-wood, myrtle, forest and swamp oak, 
plum free, and yellow wood. Mill cogs, lignum vita ; 
boat timbers, red and white honeysuckle ; shingles, 
peppermint ; gun stocks, cherry tree and pink wood. 

The timber used for carpenters' and joiners' work is 
said to be verminous, but I think the supposition is 
erroneous: the same complaint has been made of 
Canadian timber, as also of that of all new countries. 
I have examined blocks of different kinds of timber 
from Van Dieman's I^nd, and I do not find they 
possess properties conducent to vermin ; the caum 
however, of the huts and sheds in the island being 
full of offensive insects, I attribute to the timber, of 
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wkich thej have been built, cracking and starting, 
having been nsed without being properly seasoned. 
Whenever the timber cracks in that manner, there are 
sure to be Termin, for the apertures form a safe re- 
treat Whether or not this hypothesis be correct, I 
leave the settlers to determine. 

Within the last few years several kinds of Euro- 
pean timber (those which have succeeded are the 
oak, one or two sorts uf pine, the ash, acacia, aud 
common fir trees) have been introduced ; these all pro- 
mise well. No tree yielding any fruit fit to eat has 
been discovered, but there are several which are ap- 
plied in various ways to useAil purposes. The pepper- 
mint tree (a species of eucalyptus *) affords an oil 
with properties like cajeput, and has been used with 
efficacy in cholera. The fruit of a kind of grape found 
at Maequarie Ibrbour, gires an acid which is equal to 
lime-juice in scurvy. The leaves of the tea tree , a kind 
of myrtle, when gathered and dried, have been used as 
tea ; but though the infusion is not equally good, still 
it is not much inferior, and when its cheapness b taken 
into consideration, the consumer will not perhaps think 
it a very objectionable substitute. The bark of the 
wattle is employed in tanning, and an extract has 
been made from it, and been imported into England, 
where it has been used for the same purpose. The 
innerbark of the currogong has been converted into 

* Another tree of the itme specie* ptoducci k luchtriae 
lecrelion, like that cbtoined from the Fraxinai OmiH. — 
HetidtnoK. 
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rope, Ac ttrength and cheapnet* of whicb proTev )t 
to be a. valuable aubBtitute for bemp. 

The general ^tpeannce of the trees is far from 
beautiful, the foliage being a.dark sombre gre^, with 
% dash of vdpeut ; the fern tree and native chenyf 
are, howeter, e^ceptiQng.eipsciallj' the former, which 
is one of the qtost elegaiU productions of nature, 
growing nwDj feet bigh, with a remarkable head. 
The blosaoms that the mimpM and several otber 
trees put forth are of a very rich yellow, and of an 
elegant form. When the trees stand isolated, the 
bare trunk and scraggy limbs and boughs do not 
afford a veiy picturesque appearance, but wben in a 
clump tbe defect is not visible; the foliage is of a. 
dark green, and accords with the peculiarly wild 
scenery for which the island is celebrated. 

Tbe propertiesof only few of tbe many plants, with 
which the island abounds, are known ; and fiom the 
neglect of the study'of botany among tbe settlers, it 
h very probable that tbe world will remain in 
ignorance of them for many years to come. As yet, 
no gentleman whose attainments in tbe study of botany 



n feet, in 
Blitute or 

leirai, the lu-ger brsuchei aepirBting into sm slier pendulou* 
onei J the flowers tie very minute, of the s«tne colour » the 
tree ; tbe frujt ii a imill fleih; benj, md lits tbe uul on its 
eiterior. The tree hii no rosemblanee to tbe cherry tree. At 
the lut MhibilioD (25 Sspteuiber, 1833) of tbe York Floral 
•nd Hoiticultunl Socictr, two ipecimeiu of the fem trM »w» 
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are wortliy of mention, as far aj I can learn, liaa ex- 
ploTed the countrj, at inquired into the nature of the 
plants, shrabs, and trees, peculiar to the island. * 

Native bread, supposed to be a species of the tuber 
cibarium, beaten ; it is found by dicing in the ground 
from a foot to a foot and a half deep, in the shape of 
round balls, covered with a thin coat, resembling that 
of a yam or potatoe, and often as large as the human 
head; when cut in two it presents a substance of rather 
a spongy nature. The natives discover it from a v^ry 
minute leaf 'growing close to the surface of the ground, 
with which the root is supposed to be connected by 
very wea.k and small fibres, that break away on 
moving the earth. A remarkable fnngus (not esculent) 
b often turned up by the plough : it is about the size 
of a pigeon's egg, and Burrounded by a reticulated 
wrapper; when touched it leaps up, exploding its con- 
tents with an elastic spring. A beautiful phosphoric 
(iingus is also found in the summer months. At night, 
or in a dark room when fresh gathered, a very strong 
phosphoric light is emitted from the gills underneath, 
sostroug indeed as to occasion a shade, andsuSciently 
powerful to illuminate a bed room. 

All the European fmit-trees have been introduced, 
and many have succeeded almost beyond the espec^ 
tation of the most sanguine settler. The produce of 
grapes b often wonderfully great ; but there are winds 



• Lkbillisd^re was » Terr ihort time on tha co»it, lud C»n- 
iiinKhun hu beea angsged ontj in Neir Sooth WiJm. 
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^urioiu io them. When their cultivation is well 
understood, and the rineyards are sheltered from 
dte pernicious blasts, there is no doubt that the 
flaTour of the fruit will be improved, and that theu 
wine will be manufactured for exportation. The 
«pple-tree is astonishingly productive, and instances 
have been known of trees having borne fruit the 
season immediately after thej were grafted, before the 
grafts and stocks were well united, or the clay and 
bandages could be taken off or loosened — a circum- 
stance almost incredible to an European gardener,— 
Many of the best sorts have been introduced, but the 
new kinds grown by our modem scientific horticul- 
turists have not yet been imported. The peach- 
tree also produces an ample crop, but it has been 
observed, that the flavour of the fruit is not of a 
superior order. This, perhaps, arises from the grafts 
or buds having been taken from inferior trees. The 
cherry, apricot, nectarine, green-gage, pear, and rasp- 
berry all thrive remarkably well, and yield abun- 
dantly. The mulberry, without some little attention, 
will not bear well. Raspberries, currants, and goose- 
berries grow without much care being bestowed 
on them, and produce great quantities of fruit. 
Strawberries are plentiful in some seasons, while in 
oth«rB none can be obtained; Uie climate, therefore, 
must not be considered favorable to them. The 
quince thrives, as also does the elder, which is a later 
introduction. The fruit of the Gape gooseberry 
ripens, but the fig, when matureacent, is generally 
injured by the morning frosts. Walnuts and chef nuti 
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come to matarity, but filberts and cobnuts bare not 
succeeded. The Boglisb fraits and trees tbat have' 
not jret prospered w^U probably be shortly aulU 
matiied ; for my own part, I confess no surprise at 
many trees failing, but on the contrary, wonder, in 
tbe absence of horticultural knowledge, at the suc- 
cess that has already attended tbe operations of the 

These obaerratious upon fruit trees naturally lead 
to remarks upon flowers and shruba, wbicb many 
readers wonid probably consider great neglect or 
.want of intellectual discernment did I pass over in 
silence. The native flowers of Van Dieman's land 
are little known, the study of botany not having yat 
been pursued by the settlere, nho have hitherto been 
necessarily engaged in following the plough, and have 
not had time to investigate the beauties of natnre. The 
attention of the public has, however, been awakened to 
the pleasures which the study affords by Dr. Ross, whose- 
eall has already been answered by many intelligent 
Individuals, and these have tent to England for the 
works of Linn«us and hb followers. 

The green cornea (corrma mrens) u one of the- 
most remarkable ibrubs ; it grows to the height of 
seven or eight feet; the flowers have a green tinge, 
and the leaves are pendulous and boary underneath. 
The white cornsa (cornea idba) is a varietj of the 
same species, with (as its name expresses) white flow* 
crs. Proiiantkera Lauanthos is a most beautiful 
■hmb, growing to tbe height of twenty feet; the' 
items B?!o« atraigbt from the root, and are but little- 
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branebed ; itiej are covered with a. dark red bark, 
JMTing a strong smell, tbe leaves are long, narrovr, 
and pointed, jagged a.t the edges, and of a dark green ; 
the flowers are helmet shaped, white, with purple 
Bpoto, downy, and soon fall ofT; they grow in open 
clusters at the end of branches,* The scarlet glycine 
(kenr^edia proitrtOa) is a shrubby creeper ; the 
.leaves grow in threes, like clover, are nearly round, 
and fringed at the edges; the blossoms, which are of 
■A bright scarlet, are pea-shaped. The musk plant 
is an elegant skrub, growing to the height of seven 
feet ; the flowers are white, and not so ornamental as 
the leaves, which are peculiar, and, like the bark and 
the flowers, have a strong scent. The sweet-scented 
acacia {acttcia swoeao/ens) grows to the height of six 
feet, and yields a delightful odour. 

A beautihl shrub called the warratah is found 
on the top of Mount Wellington. The seed vessel is 
-a follicle about the size of that of a radish pod, and 
.contains about ten or a dozen winged seeds each. 
It is entirely different from that discovered in New 
South Wales by the celebrated Mr. Robert Brown, . 
and since cultivated in gieen-houses in England. 
The flower of both is very much alike, of a splendid 
crimson colour, but the leaf of the Van IHeman's 
Land species is smooth, and not jagged like that of 
the Sydney tree. 

It is a curious fact, that seveialplanUoftlte island, 
if approached at night, when in bloom, with a flaming 

■ Rail's Almuuck, tS3t. 
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stick or candle, emit flashes of light, in the same way 
as the fraEtnella, which M. Biot, the French na- 
turalist, iaji, is produced by the essential oil con- 
tained in the small Teasels, at the extremities of the 
branches, which burst on the approach of anj ig- 
nited body. 

Seeds and cuttings of a great many flowers and 
shrubs hare been introduced, and many hare suc- 
ceeded i where they have failed, it has generally been 
caused by ignorance of the nature of the soil, the 
plant required, oi through want of attention. The 
common red geranium grows luxuriantly in the open 
air— a cutting stuck into the ground, in a damp situa- 
tion, becomes a thick shrub of three or four feet h^b 
in the course of a couple of years. The myrtle 
blowa also in the open air, and grows almost as ra- 
pidly as the geranium. The sweet-briar thrives as 
well as if it were a native shrub ; as also do the Eng- 
lish and Spanish Tarieties of broom, the hawthorn 
and china roses. The moss-rose, the magnolia, grand- 
de-flora, and some other valuable kinds of floweia 
• were introduced,, by Doctor Espie, in 1 830, and ha<B 
answered the expectations of the importer. 
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GRAIN, GRASSES, VEGETABLES, &c. 



CHAP. IX. 

Many Van Dieman's Land fannera having obtained 
their agricultural information only from books, are 
frequently too apeculatirei whilst those who were 
small fanners in England are not enough so, refusing 
to abandon their forefathers' modes of cropping and 
caltiTation, adopting their prejudices, and persisting 
in their errors. It is evident, therefore, that ftilnre 
will as frequently attend the operations of one class 
as the other in the new country. A union of theo> 
repeal and practical knowledge would peculiarly fit a 
person for a colonial farmer. The man possessing 
theoretical knowledge alone generally performs the 
work of his farm rery rapidly, though slovenly; the 
mere practical farmer does his slowly and mechani- 
cally, which is almost as injurious in a hot * country 
as the former. 

All kinds of grain cultivated in England will 
flourbh, but some parts of the island are more favonr- 

* Th« mode of tillage i> the auue »l in Eugluid, with the 
cieeption thst in lome of ili depsitmentt the opentioua must 
be modifled, on mcconnt of the mare intense rays of the mid- 
day lun in the summer mi>iitbl<^HDiiiTf Town Caltndar. 
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«b1e to one than to another. Wheat succeeds better 
than any other grain, for though the average produce 
(about six and twenty bushel* * per acre) is small in 
(juantity, it is compensated for in quality. A small 
sample (about twenty qnartera) was imported from 
LauDcestOD at the beginning of the present year, 
and was much admired at the Com Exchange, in Mark 
Lane; it weighed 641bs. per buakel, and sold for 
66s, per quarter, being 4b. per quarter more than 
the highest quotations for the finest Essex and Kent 
wheat. Mr. Burnham Hall, who obligingly gave me 
this information, says that Van Dieman's I^nd wheat 
would alwa]^ command a preference m the English 
market of 5s. per quarter.f 

It may be thought that the length of the sea- 
voyage from Van Dieman's Land to England would 
prove injurious to the grain ; it is not so however ; 
for, unlike the grain of all other conntries, it is not 
liable to the weevil. Why that destructive insect 
does not attack it, I am unable to inform the reader ; 
entomologists and chemists have not; I believe, yet 
ascertained the cause ; the circumstance of its not 
being so, is of great importance to the colonist, as it 
increases its value as an article for export. The com 
dealerx in Mark Lane will always jump at grain which 
they may retain with safety in the bonded ware- 

* Hr. Priaiep wat told by a ferrymni, that one aeie of wheat 
would pmdnce ninelj buibeli of corn. His iofbrmant, I fear, 
tna fond of roaiancing. 

t Thii was the lubilance of a letter, dalvd, LoodoD, 16th 
Much 1 333, lent to a goDtlemni rssidiag ia the colvof. 
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liouseg, in which hundredi, sje thoasandt of busheli 
of !^lish, Swediab, and Amerit^ii com are annuallj' 
destroyed bj that insect. 

lie prices of wheat at Hobart Town on the 1st of 
March in the prSMot year, varied according tu qualitj' 
ftom 4s. 9d. to 5s. per bushel — saj 40s. per quarter : 
whilst it maintains that quotation it cannot be im- 
ported into this conntrf at lair remunerating prices 
to the grower ; hut when labour becomes cheaper, 
which it necessarilymust in the course of a few years, 
com will be g^wn at less expense, and the colonials 
may calculate on obtaining in England aready market 
for their snrplos grain. 

Both barley and oats are precarious crops, and 
never answer nnlesssown on goodland. In England, 
oats on newly broken-up poor land are the primal 
crop ; bat in Van Dieuan's I*nd tuah a course would 
be attended with certain loss. Barley usually 
averages twenly-fire btuheis an acre, and was selling 
at Hobart Town on the 1st March in the present 
year at 4s. 6d. per bushel. Oats yield on an aveiaga 
five bushels per acre more than barley, and generally 
bring a higher price by about three-penoe a bushel- 
Cape barley is a favorite crop with some gentlemen; 
but unless it has care and attention bestowed on it, 
it produces little or nothing. It ia frequently cut in 
its green state and sold for forage, or made into hay. 
The price per bushel at Hobart Town, on the 1st of 
March last, was 3s. 

Maize isnotcultiratedinVan Dieman's I^nd ; the 
summer being too cold or rather too capricious to 
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m&ke it a certain crop ; Bome of the small kind, wUek 
^r. Cobbett introduced into England about five yean 
since, has been tried, but iti niceess ia rery equirocal ; 
it is not a favorite gnin with the coloniiti, who are 
prejudiced against it; and whilst that feeling prevails 
there ii do probability of the agricnltviut talung 
■ufficient trouble in the tillage to secure a crop. A 
quantity was imported from Sydney in the early part 
of the year, but as it did not sell at 4s. per bushel, 
the importer thought it advisable to reship and cany it 
back again. 

Rye has been cultivated and found to succeed in 
soils which would notproduce good wheat ;its culture, 
however, has been neglected, and I do not find that 
there was a single bushel in the market on the 1st of 
March last. Buck wheat * is said to yield an ample 
harvest, but it has not been extensively cultivated. 

Rape or cole is said to be injurious to land, though 
it is the reverse in England, but whether or not thb 
arises from peculiarity of climate, or a bad mode of 
farming, experience will determine. 

Potatoes of the finest -quality are grown in the 
fields, and in the gardens of the settlers ; and though 
in point of quality, the returns (averaging two tons 
and a half per acre) are considered satufactory, still 
a farmer in England would not estimate them at half 



' A crop of buck-wheit ii cleir gun; leviiig tbtt tha land is 
thereby to veil prepared for i aucceeding crop, even batter 
tbubysfalloiri betides, thu it sffordi a noble resource Cot 
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It crop. Thu root is eipotted to Sjrdney kad the 
Mauritius, and has there obtained remunerating price*. 
The highest quotation &t Hobart Town on the l*t 
M&rch last, waa fifty shillings per ton, including de* 
livery to the residence of the buyer. 

Mangel Wuriet has lately occapied a consideroble 
' portion of public attention, having been found to pro- 
duce extremely well, and not to be so liable as tuiv 
nips to attacks from the flyand other insects. Turnips 
have been cultiTated by sheep-owners for some years 
past, bat those who have cultiTated them, and also 
mangel wurzel, give the preference to the latter. The 
average retnm per acre is about seven tons. It is 
worthy of remark that the leaves are smaller in pro- 
portion to the bulb than in England, and also that 
the crop like rape impoveiishes the ground. In Eng- 
land, wheat generally supersedes turnips, but a diffe- 
rent course must be pursued in Van Dieman'a Land. 
Peas and beans are cultivated by the fanner, and yield 
on an average about sixteen bushels per acre. The 
amount of produce on (Ufferent farms is however re- 
markable. Clover, tares, lucent, sainfoin, sheep's fescue, 
sweet-scented vernal, and indeed most of the natural 
and artificial grasses cultivated in England, thrive 
remarkably well. The naUve grasses have not been 
subject to tillage, but the kangaroo grass grows 
very luxuriantly wild, and sheep fatten on it very 
rapidly : it is supposed that it would grow too coarae 

rsiaiog nsnure.— £aA Poftrt, [This m»y b« worthy of Mten- 
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and bnrah if cultiTuted;* trefoil aadbunetareDatiTe 

The price of hay in Hobart Town bus fallen Tery 
conjiderably within the last few yean; in 182?, it 
Taried from £8 10s. to £10. a Ion ; and on the lat of 
March in the present year it only obteined from 
70a. to 75s. Sttsir has also fallen- in price; at the 
lKtt«r date it could be purchased for 50s. » ton. 

Hemp, flax, and tobacco ba-ve been grown, but 
their cultivation has been lately abandoned — the 
expense of labour is probably the cause. 

Erery kind of vegetable which is cultiTated in 
Europe has been grown with success — peas, beans, 
cabbages, brocoli, cauliflowers, spinach, carrots, 
turnips, parsnips, asparagus, beet-root, artichokes, 
lettuces, cucumbers, celery, radishes; onions, leeks, 
and shalots, &c. &c. 

Having thus briefly recapitulated what kinds of grain 

* SnccOTT' {ddemitim itUybnt) ii strimglT rscoDUDMided in 
Yomig'a Annsla, vharc I Snd it atated, thit ia a jesr of sitrema 
drought, (17SS,) it yi«lded twcnty-thiee tons pel ure, uid 
WU alwmyi emtenbj sheap, covt, mi fitting buUoclu, u cloie 
to tbegroimd ■■ in]! other pluit in the field. It may be 
worthy of the emigrant's notice. 

f The emigruit should take out boolii upon agriculture ud 
gaidening : they will gire him much better iufonnation than 
I could pratand to tf oid him, in a woik of thia uatuie. Some 
■Bthora, who hSTe written work) on the Colonies, have affected 
deep knovledge upon tbeae aubjects, but many abanrd ob- 
aemtioni betray their ignorance, The works upon these 
aubjeda, published by the Society for the Diffusion of Uaeful 
Knowledge, are iuTaluaUe to the emigiaol. 
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Bnd vegetablea have been caltiTated, stitd baving^ 
stated the usual average crops which have been ob< 
. tained, aa well as tbe price, the readerwill be enabled 
to judge of the present state of faruung in the island. 
That it is dail^ improving, is very evident, but 
that it still b very fer from perfection, he will rea- 
dily observe. The colonistshave hadmuch to contend 
againat, and have, as far as they have gone, braved 
the storm manfully ; still, however, they have much to 
perform, but I doubt not that the spirit which ha* 
carried them thus far, will overcome all other diffi- 



• The mlony ii iaiUbted to the Rer. Mr. Knopwood for the 
Scotch thistle ; he. introduced it &s a. carionly, and it hu aincs 
ipfaad mer the country. 
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HORSES, CATTLE. SHEEP, &c 



CHAP. X. 

HoRBU were flnt imported into the ulaitd bota 
New South Wales, but the breed, thoufh of ladiaa- 
origin, was not of the belt description. WitMa the 
lut few yean there have been imported from England 
And India so many well bred and beautiful animals, 
that the character of the Van Dienian*B Land hone u 
quite ohanged, and that, too, much for the better. A 
piirate letter, speaking of their excellent qnalities, 
says, for symmetry, action, pace, bone and spirit, 
our modem horse U unsurpassed. These are high 
qualifications, but there ia one omitted which I am as- 
sured they possess in a wonderhl degree, — one as de- 
sirable as any of the abore eminent qualities, tiz. 
temper, which ought to be considered by breeders, 
who will always find that a vicious temper greatly depre- 
ciates a horse in Talue. A Ticious horse may make a 
good wheeler in a mail coach, wherg be is strapped 
up and pulled forward by three others, but he never is 
esteemed after having been subjected to such work. 

In the Hobart Town Courier, of Friday January II, 
1833, notice is attracted by advertisements to the 
following horses: — ^Waterloo, Bolivar, Buffalo, and 
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Peter Fill, (thorongh bred) ; Bagdad, (an Arabian) ; 
VUcount, (a roadster); MagDus Troil, (a carriage 
hone) i Porter, Farmer, Atlas, Ciar, Rotterdam, 
(Flemisb,) and Plough Boy, (dray and cart hones) ; 
all of which from the value set upon them onglit to 
be good; and, from the price demanded for their 
serricee, I infer that the breeding of horses receives 
a conaiderable share of the farmer's attention. At 
New Town a new race-course, rather more than 
one mile and a half ronad, has been formed, and at 
the last races the following stakes were contested :— 

The Trial Stalces of three sovereigns each, for two 
years old, with ten sovereigns added from the race 
fund. — One mile heats. 

The Town Plate of one hundred sovereigns for all 
ages.— Two sovereigns entrance. — ^Heats twice round. 

SECOND DAT. 

The Derwent St. Leger Stakes of thiee sovereigns 
each for three years old, with forty sovereigns added. 
—Heats once round. 

The publican's purse of fifty sovereigns, for four 
years old and upwards. Two mile heats. One so- 
vereign entrance .- 

A purse of fifty sovereigns, given by C. Swanston, 
Esq., for the produce of Ben Hassain. One soverugn 
entrance. 

A silver cnp of the value of fifty sovereigns, given 
by the officeis of the 63d regiment, for horses bred in 
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tfce colony. Heats once round and a diitance : gen- 
tlemen riders. Ode sovereign entrance. 

Snch is the earte of oa\j one meeting, for beside' 
these, there are others held at New Norfolk, Rich- 
mond, &c. 

' Mr. "Widdonson observes that the treatment of the 
horse in Van Dieman's Land, is inferior to that 
adopted in any other coantry : the sjslem pursued 
when that gentleman was in the colony, hat, however, I 
have every reason to believe, been greatly improved, 
though in many instances there is still ample room for 
amendment. 

There is a breed of ponies which, thoagh small, is 
mnch esteemed. In various parts of Europe, where the 
surface of the country is very uneven, ponies are found 
to work much better than horses, and as the same kind 
of surface prevails to a great extent in Van Dieman's. 
Land, the well-bred, smart, active, hardy pony, may 
be found more useful than the horse. 

The attention of the farmer appears to be turned to 
cart horses as well as others, and the teams bid fair 
to equal the Cleveland Bays, Bakewell's Blacks, &g.. 
Sec. I would however recommend the farmers to pay 
attention to the advice of Mr. Davis,* who says, 
*' Great horses require much more and better food to 
keep up their flesh than small ones; a large horse 
seldom comes to perfection till sis years old ; and, 
during its progress to perfection, it must be nursed 
and treated tenderly, and farored in its work, or it 

■ The ADthgroftkBAgiicultunlSuiTajofWilu. 
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TviU nercT attain its full nie ftud beauty. Large 
heaTy-keeled borsei are uadoubtedly fit for 3t«ady 
heiYy draughts on public rokde ; but for a farmer's use, 
asmaller and more active kind of hoiaes vill aot only 
step quicker, but mil bear their noric more houn in 
a day, and will keep up their 6esh not oaly with pro- 
portionably less food, but with that of an inferior 
kitid." In a climate which is much warmer thanEng- 
land or Flanders, the heavy hone will not be able to 
perform hu labour with ease ; his own wvight will 
be sufficiently oppressive. The lighter kind of horses, 
the Suffolk for instance, are well suited to all kinds 
of labour : the Suffolk cart hone is small, compact, 
and aclire, both in the field and on the road, and 
capable of bearing- fatigue. These are qualittee which 
ought not to be over-looked in a new country. The' 
horse used in the light waggons in America, some* 
what resembles the Suffolk breed, and Uiere, where 
the cross roads are not of the best kind, liiey are re- 
presented as performing surprbing tasks. 

Asses and mules are not used for agiioulturel pur- 
poses, but the latter 1 think, in some of the billy 
districts, nught be employed with advantage. 

I^Acr Cattle. 
The island was originally supplied with stock from - 
Norfolk Island and Sydney ; but within the last few 
years, stock from the best English kinds has been 
introduced, and has improved the breed. The' cattle' 
of the island can never obtain a decided character untU. 
inclosures are extended, for at p»eseat it i» nest to 

M 
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impossible to prevent stock from mislay. Mr. Wii-- 
dowBon oberres, that the cowb of the country are the 
worst milkers* inexutence; and Doctor Henderson 
aa:rsi that at the time (1829-30) he traTelled 
through the island, sufficient milk could seldom be 
procured for tea, though cows could be had at £1 per 
head. A change for the better has taken place ; 
but ample room for improvement still remaias.t A 
system of nild graiing, as it is called, (turning 
cattle into the unlocated districts, and permitting 
them to become wild,) has much injured the stock, 
and led t^ the demoralization of the assigned con- 
Ticts. Two or three colonists followed this plan at 
the early fotmatioD of the settlement, and hare 
since laid claim to all the wild cattle, notwith- 
standing it is well known that the tame stock 
of the smalt emigrant has oflen been enticed into the 
woods, where it must have multiplied- An emigntnt 
who was a saffeier from this wild grazing system, thus- 
speaks of it :{ — " It was attended with nmneious evils, 
among which may be enumerated, the seduction of 
the domesticated beasts already in the service of set- 
tlers, (as in my case) ; the destruction by their inroads 
of the first attempts at cultivation, depriving a family 
remote in the bush perhaps of its chief hope of animal 

* Zinc roilk plstei, it hu been lately discoieiecl, cr«(e 
more creun, yielding a greMer piapoitioo of batter tbu othen. 
Thewermge qusntity of cheeie produced, ■nnuslly, by esch 
caw in Cheshire, is 2^ cwt. 

t Very little butter or cheese is yet msde in the colony. 

; Hobtrt Town Calendar, 1830. 



ii,.^-ihvGoo<^[c 



15? 
))roviBioDS, (my case also) ; escroactiing on and eating 
Vp the pasturage belonging to other settlers ; the 
niinous example it held out to assigned serranfa see- 
ingprisouers mounted on horseback, pursuingand kill- 
ing them, and acting as they pleased ; the temptation 
to cattle-stealing generally ; and, to crown all, the un- 
avoidable deterioration of the cattle themsetres, thns 
left at large to increase without management or 
restriction." 

Those who enriched themselves by this system, 
had and have no more title to thete toild cattle than 
Ikt poor man, who has only landed one hour. As 
they are fera naluro), the property in them is rested 
in the Crown, and I pledge my professional charac- 
ter to the illegality of the claim of Mr. Lord, Sir J. 
■Owen, and those who have asserted a right to them. 
■ It may be demanded, " Is the Crown entitled to 
appropriate them!" I say, " Yes, and moreover ought 
to do so for the benefit of the colony generally." 
A fund might be raised from the sale of their car- 
cases, to assist the Government in the laudable endea- 
vour to form a peasantry, the want of which is likely 
to prove a severe blight to the future prospects of the 
colony. 

It is gratifying to observe that attention now be- 
gins to be paid to the fatting of stock for market, 
and that the price which the stall-fed meat produces, 
will remunerate the feeder. At Hobart Town, on the 
1st May last, the price of beef was 5d, per lb., and 
veal, which a few years back was never seen on 
the batcher's stall, was selling at yjd, per lb. Bul- 



158 

locks have been used in agricultural operatioofl; bnt 
in a country where humaa labour is scarce, I do ^ot 
think they can be advantage oualy employed, excepting 
on ground whicli has not been previoualy broken up. 
The ox works slowly and steadily, and will not preu 
forward impetuously when the plough-share meets wit^ 
resistance, which, is almost certain to occur every 
ten minutes; the hprse^ on the other haadf exerta 
himself in proportion to the opposing power, and nill 
generally either break the gear or strain Hmaelf when 
the plough comes in contact with a thick root or large 
rock. On this account new ground ought to be broken 
up and cleared with oxen, and afterwards worked 
with horses. I ma; here remark, that three bullocks 
with collars will do as much as four with the yoke ; 
and that, too, with mora, ease to themselves, whilst 
they are also more bandy to the ploughman or carter. 
The drivers of bullocks in Fogland, as well as in Van 
Dieman's Land, usually treat the- poor animals very 
cruelly, and assign as a reasoUr ^ they won't do ' 
without it ; such however is not the e^Crfot I knew 
a Sussex fanner, who never permitted his biUocks tfy 
be struck, and they were much easier to drive than 
those perpetually irritated by castigation. I aqi- 
happy also to mention a Vmi Dieman's Land farmer, 
who never uses the cudge.l or the whip to hb bnllocks, 
it is Mr. fionney, " who,'* sa3ra the writer of an ac- 
count of a tour made in company with the Governor, 
" contrary to all bullock drivers wa have yet seen ii» 
ais island, neither- swore at, beat, nor ill-used his 
•xen,. but simply called, them by their names as he- 
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■wished them to go;" and he observes, " their fall and 
perfect obedience was worthy of Qotice." 

Shebp. 

Sanp were Srat iinported from Ksw South Wales 
And Norfolk Island, nore with the Tiew to sabaist the 
Colony, than for agricultural pnrposea : their rapid in- 
vreose was remarked by Colonel Faterson, the Com- 
mandantat Lannceston, who, foreseung it would prove 
iftprofitableapecnlationtoimportaflodtfrem New South 
TfalM, obtained etK of the Tees-water breed, which 
was BObsetjuently crossed by Leicester and Bengal : the 
Utter not remaining long In favour, soon become ex- 
tinct, but the LeiceBter breed was much est eenled from 
the size of the animals' oarcases, aa Well as the ex- 
cellence of the meat. Previoiisly to the arrival of 
UeOtenaitt-Goveraor Sdr^ll, little or no attention 
was paid to wool, which wis cut off to relieve the 
animal and not for exportation ; and as the operation 
year after year was repeated in the same places, hil- 
locKs of wool were formed. When the attention of 
the fanner was called to the value of the sheep's 
fleece, as an exportable article, the wool in these 
mounds was collected and sent to England ; but, as 
might hate been etpected from its filthy and half 
decayed condition, it did not produce siifGcient to pay 
the freightage. 

Lieutenant-Governor Sorell has the merit of in- 
troducing fine-woolled sheep into the island ; he 
obtained from Mr. H'Artknr tbi«e bnndied latabs of 
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the improved breed ;• these were embarked at Sydney, 
but throDgh mbmanagement oinety-one died on the 
passage, and twenty-four soon after their arriral. 

In the month of September, 1820, the surrivors 
were distributed to settlers, considered likely to pay 
attention to the improvement of tbe fleece, and secu- 
rity was taken for the repayment of the value of tbc 
lambs, which were estimated at seven guineas each. 
Since then pure Saxon sheep have been imported di- 
rect, and the fleeces are now so much improved, that 
wool forms the principal article of export. I have al- 
ready said that the wool first exported did not pay for 
its freight; and I cannot better demonstrate the rapid 
improvement which has taken place, than by informing 
the reader that the last sales of wool t brought from 
Is. 3d. to 2s. 5d. per lb. 

The offenc« of sheep stealing was at one time car- 
ried to a very serious extent in the colony, for the 
thieres'were not contented with one or two, half a 

* The looie hanging ilcin banetfh (be thmat, with > cotre»- 
pondEog halloir in the back of the neck, ii conaidereil a dis- 
tinguiihing chkracteriitic of ■ Ueriaa lam, hB?iag a leudeacy 
to fine wool and ■ \et.vj fleece. The bonei of the legs ihontd 
be longer and finer than in the eommon sheep of the country. 
A well groira fleece on the sbeep't back, before it i* washed^ 
•hould be close lod Ann to the feet ; the outside, from the greuf 
and curly nitura of the pile, slmoil bluk with the dmt ad- 
heiingto it, while the wool beloir should be of a rich white 
and the skin of i red and rosy hue. The luft of couse wool 
on the hetd is also a criierioa of the merino gheep^— Hoiort 
Tbttm CofcnAw, 

t September 1833. 
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dox«n or a dozen, bat most fonooth t»ke half a flock 
at a time. Mr. Curr, in 1824, remarks that "sheep 
stealing ia organiaed into a complele system, and 
various matbods are adopted in the commission of the 
robbery, and the secretion of the flocks nhen stolen. 
This destructive practice is carried on to an extent 
which nauld scarcely be credited by those nho are not 
acquainted with the colony. An individual has been 
known to lose more than a thousand head in the 
course of a year; and inatancea have occurred, where 
five or six hundred have been driven off at once, and 
irrecoverably lost."^ 

The excellent system of police which has been 
introduced since that time, has put an end to that 
" organized system," and it is now as rare for the 
settler to miss one, as it was before common for him 
to lose a doien. 

Whilst upon this subject, I cannot refrain front 
copying some valuable remarks, contained in a pam- 
phlet entitled " Obaervatiooa Addressed to the Wool- 
growers of Australia and Tasmania," by Mr. Southey 
an eminent wool-broker ; the work has reached the 
colony, and the periodicals have quoted it. As its 
contents are the results of years of experience, I shall 
not apologise to the reader for transferring them to 
my pages, and I trust Mr. Southey, whose advice 
is given in the most disinterested manner, will excuse 
the liberty I am taking in so doing. 

"The wool, produced in Australia and Tasmania, 
having in England attracted the attention of all 
classes of persons, connected with wool and woollen 
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goode, it mig-ht natunllj bs expected that ike eon- 
sumptioQ of this article nonld have been more ge- 
nemlly prevalent tkroughout tbe maDufacluring 
districts, e«peciallj as it is uniTerKall}' allowed to 
poaiess the propcrtj' of giviBg a peculiarly soft 
handle to aof cloth, wherever iutrodueed. There are 
neverthalefs manj eminent mannfactai«TS who have 
not hitherto even purchased, or eonsamed, a single 
bale. It ii therefore with a view to ioquire into the 
causes of this negiect, which has unfortunately de- 
prived the growers of tha enconrBgemmit of so many 
valuable customers, that the following remarks were 
undertaken ; and as the writer tmsts that it will be 
in his power to show that these causes can be easily 
Temovod, he addresses the result of bis investiga- 
tions with more confidenee to thoM for whose be- 
nefit tbey were more immediately designed. His an- 
xious wish is, to impress upon the minds of the 
Australian and TasmanUn famers the necessity of 
paying more partlcniar attention to the washing and 
praparing th^r wool, in order that il may become an 
article of gexerak nse wherever it can be a[^ied with 
advantage. 

<■ It b now placed beyond donbt that the chief cause 
of the present heritatton, oa the part of the manu- 
fttcturer, arises from the defective cooditioii of (he 
article, some of which is found packed in an entire, or 
unassorted state, as taken from the sheep's back, 
and indiscriiainBtely huddled together into bales, 
with sand and eartb-dnst intnmixad thromghout the 
fleeces. This went of can hw-thoi evidently tended 



ii,.^-ihvGoo<^[c 



163 
t« prevent nany respectable buyers from attendlag 
the sales and becoming eoin]»etittifi for this species 
of wool ; and from these pTelimiuary remarks alone 
it will be readily cuUected tbat little illustration is 
required to convince tbe consigner of the dlsbdran- 
tagca which he ba« hitherto asperlenced frou «hip^ 
ping his commoditj ia a state so ill adapted to the 
use of the ODnsuueri 

" It is absolutely requisite tbat the wool slioulil be 
properly nasbed on the sheep's back, as by so doiti|; 
oae of the principal objeetioiu to Its (tondttion would 
be at once removed. It is therefote expedient to 
know the safest and most expeditiofis mode In wbieh 
4bls part of the operation can be performed. 

" When the shearing season arrives, an inelosure 
should be assigned, into which ihe sheep tnay be 
driven, prepamtory to tbe oomffieBoemeBt of wasbisg. 
This pla«e onght to be earefally cleared of tblatles, 
burrs and dead grass-^indeed ef every tbitg liaUe to 
adhere to tha fleece. 

" Tbe saxoH flMk-masterd are aecuBtdmed to immerie 
tbeir sheep iato water, the day previous to washing, 
wMch is done for tbe purpose of datttinlig the deece 
and tendering it tdete aeeemible to the opeifttion of 
the fluid ; although it must be acknowledged that this 
process is likety to oceaslon cold to the animals, 
whleh mIgU perhaps be avoided by^ the adoption, of 
fusffik^t method. Suppose, for eTM^)le, tbe sheep 
hitended to be washed^, were pt^vioualy dr^eB iftto 
pexie, made of hurdles, and confined within so navroW 
a compass as to render it posaible to sprinkle them 
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regularly over nith water from a gardea-pot. Bj thii 
simple means, the nool would in a short time become 
lufficiently saturated with water, so as to enable the 
shepherd to proceed to the nest stage of washing ; and 
this snggsstioa may be deemed worthy of more par- 
ticular attention from the circiunstance of the wool, in 
those countries more immediately within the scope of 
the present remarks, being necessarily dry and parched, 
owing to the prevalence of less humidity than in most 
parts of Europe. 

"It would also be desirable that thewashing should 
be carried on in the shade, or under a temporary 
awning; excessive heat having in many instances 
proved injurious both to the shepherd and the objects 
of bis assiduous care. The persons employed can 
besides do more labour whilst thus protected, than 
.when exposed to the vertical rays of the sun. 

" In the way of contrast, it may be proper to explain 
the mode of washing woo), practised by the English 
farmers, which varies according to the locality, or 
custom of the country in which they reside. In Nor- 
.follt and SuSbllt, tubs are commonly used, and this 
method is very generally adopted in other districts 
where ponds and streams are not at hand; Indeed, 
when the natural advantages of flowing water do pre- 
sent themselves, the artificial substitute of ponds and 
tubs is often preferred, being found to answer every 
purpose of cleansing the wool. Experience has^ven 
shewn that wool, washed in pond wafer of rather. 
a dirty appewice, is preferable to the gen^^Uty of 
streams. 
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" The author has consulted peraorta nho have supei; 
intended the nuhing of some of the most esteemed 
flocks in SasoDf, and found that they give a. decided 
preference to pond, or tub washing. They assign 
the same reasons as the English farmer, alleging 
that the animal grease which escapes from the wool, 
produces the same effect on the water as soap, and 
tends to soften it, thus enabling the washer to per- 
form bis task with greater facility. This idea may 
not be altogether correct; but the great dMitfenUHW 
avowedly is, to obtain water of the softest quality, 
or, in other words, such as is most divested of all 
particles of metallic salts, which are eauly detected 
by ascertaining whether soap curdles when thrown 
into the fiuid. Spring water, which is besides of a 
colder nature, ought oonsequentlj' to be avoided. It 
would be unnecessary to add, that ponds, derived from 
rain water, would be preferable to all others, for the 
reasons before alleged. 

" Presuming the sheep to have been properly washed, 
they are to be next turned out into suitable paddocks, 
or inclosurss, where they should remain three or fooi 
days, in order that nature may restore to the fleece a 
portion of the animal yolk, of which it had been de- 
prived by the process of washing. 

" This precaution will besides enable the wool to 
Tetain its quality for a longer period, than if per- 
fectly freed from the oleaginous property, and it will 
also work softer and mill better; at the same time 
that the wool ought not to be allowed to remain too 
long on the sheep's back, after washing, as it soon 
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iegitiDs tlie yolk of which it kad been for the tnO' 
inent depritred. 

" From these obaerrdtions it will be seen that 
the fanner ia to eiercUe his own judgment on suck 
DtCBsions; and if, at the period of washing, the 
Weather should prove net, or damp, a longer time 
will be requisite to dry (he wool on the sheep's back ; 
hut, in the opposite case, shoald diy and hot weather 
sncceed, a. shOTter ihtetval will consequently suffice. 

" It will scarcely be deemed necessary to add that a 
■diilference, as regards time, is to be made between a 
short fine-woolted sheep «nd those which ptoduce 
'combing wool. The one will obHously require a 
longer time to dry than the 6tber, and the flock- 
maater must therefore use his discretion in these 
«ases, it not being possible to adduce any specific 
directions fbr his guidance, 

" Supposing the wool to be now co11eet6d into a 
bam, or outhouse, the fieeces should be assorted and, 
if the stocic is small, they lOay be dirided into two 
classes, by Separating the best fi%tn the inferior. 
iShoold the quantity, however, be con^derable, h 
would be advisable for the &rmer to cast the fleeces 
into three or four classes, according to the number and 
description of his fldcfc. He would evfen do well fo 
keep fhe wether fleeces by themselves, and also the 
Tegg, or Hoggett ones separate from the rest ; when 
fbe remainder, according to th^ir quality, onght to be 
thrown into two, or three classes. As soon as this 
«l[lssiflcatiDD is completed, the following process is 
■efiommendad. Banged in their proper order, the 
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ffeeces aliould next be akirttd, that is, unfolded, one 
by one, an a table or counter, and the coarser extre- 
■nitiea taken off, which maj be readily accomplished^ 
bj a person any ways oonveraant with the wool trale. 
When thus opened, the jellow bits should be picked 
off, and the remaining portion rolLed-up and packed 
in the usual manner. 

■■ Before thh part of the- subject is cloMd, it may be 
adnsable to remark that the cnstom of pressing the 
wool, H(y exceedingly hard into the bales m to reuifer 
it impossible to draw a &it saaiple, is highly inexpe- 
dient. The motive is doobtlesa to amo freight; 
but wh«n it is Imown to be diaadTanlogeoai to the 
sale of the wool, it may be presumed that the &rmer 
will perceire it to be his interest to discontitvue the 
practice. The wool, if caiefnily prepared and less 
pressed than it usually has been, will be more suit- 
able for the dealer and mannfaoturer, and conse- 
quently more attractive to buyers ; thus clearly pro- 
ducing a greater competition at the sales, which 
must eventually redound to the advantage of the 
vender. The wool thus rejected may be so for as- 
sorted as to throw aside the dung aitd other refuae, 
when the remainder may be consigned to this country^ 

" It is a matter of consideration with those persons 
who have an inferior breed, whether it would not 
answer their purpose to have the breech shorn off, 
before the sheep is washed. Upon this subject it 
would be hazardous to offer an opinion, it being a 
matter of simple calculation whether the wool thus 
removed i* worth the expence of washing and the 
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trouble of asaorting. It ongbt, bowerer, to be takeil 
into GOQiideTBtion, that, in case the metbod here 
suggested is resorted to, tbe fleeces may be at once 
packed in the usual na^-, without further trouble or 
e:(pence. 

" It maj not be amiss also to obserre that tbe balea 
ought alwajs to contain wool of aa uniform quality, 
and ereiy flock-master should pride himself on being 
scmpulously eiact in having all the -fleeces in tbe 
same bale, as rooch alike as possible. This precaution 
will tend to secure a reputation to the mark of the 
wool, and ultimately gire confidence to the buyers, 
who will then duly appreciate its quality and Condi- 
lion, and pay for it accordingly. 

" It is not unusual for sheep fanners in tlie Austrian 
states, as well as in Bohemia, to wash their sheep 
twice during an interval of ten days or a fortnight, 
(particularly the lamba which produce Hogget wool,) 
and tbns their fleeces are in better condition thani 
the general mn of German wool. 

" Persons who have paid attention to the effect of 
pasturage upon the wool of sbeep, will have noticed 
tbe great difference in the nature and quality ofthose 
which have been reared on calcarions and chalky 
downs, compared with another part of the same flock 
fed in rich luxuriant lands. Tbe wool of tbe former 
will be found short and fine grown, althongh dry and 
harab; nor will it work kindly; whilst tbe latter will 
be longer and softer; woriL better, and also produce 
softer cloth. 

" From these remarks the settler in Australia and 
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Tasmania canoot &il to peneWe that, if he has al-' 
lotted to hint a tract of chalky down land, it ii de- 
sirable that he should alao be posgesaed of a portion 
(ft meadow, as this will afford him the means of turn- 
ing his sheep occasionally into fresh herbage, and 
this interchange of food will, in a great measure, 
counteract the effect of down pasturage. 

" It willhowererbenoticed that these obserrations 
are only applicable to such sheep as produce fine 
wool; and for further explanation it maybe necessary 
to add, that the floclc-master must not expect to have 
high-fed and fat sheep with fine wool. These advan- 
tages are generally incompatible and cannot be ob- 
tained. A judicious fanner will therefore make his 
selection and aim at producing fine short wool, or 
good combing wool. 

" It would be presumptuous in any one, residing in 
Europe, to offer an opinion on the precise description 
of sheep which the Australian and Tasnianian settler 
should purchase to stock his farm. He tnust be influ- 
enced by the nature of the soil and herbage of the 
land in occupation, as well as bj other exuting cir- 
cumstances, over which he can haTe no control. He 
must thus depend on his own observations and good 
sense in the selection of his ewes, and take care to 
have a. superior race of rams to improve his breed. 
By strict at(«ntion to the health of his flock, and by 
annually crossing the ewes with a superior woolted 
ram, he may confidently expect, in a few years, to 
obtain an excellent flock of fine-wooUed sheep ; but 
this great change can only be effected by attending 

Dm i,.i"-i hv Google 



I7ff 
to the pasturage of his Sock and the eiolnsion of alF 
ewes fouadto produce Isfericr fleeces. 

" Haviog alread]' noticed the difficnlty of conTefing 
any ■peclfo api»on to gnide the settler in th& 
choica of his stoelc, k wHl Devertbeleas be useflit 
to submit a few general remarks on this head, which 
may prore benefiual to those persons who hare not 
Itad the advantage of adequate experience. It 
will therefore be proper to state that rams anif 
ewes, two years old, are the most valuable stock, 
)>eoBHse they are then in perfection, and their ages 
can tie easily ascerteised. Tha pure breed are the- 
most certain stock to be relied on ; and they ongbt 
to be seleolsd from lean Boek» rather than those- 
in good coniStioB; hecanse they can generally be 
bought on more advantageous terms, and their defects 
are more easily discovered, when poorand in low eoD- 
dition, Such sheep are not immediately to be turned 
into rich and luxuriaat pastnrage ; the Improvement 
in the feed should rather be progressive. If lie land 
in occupation be poor and dry, the finest weolled sheep 
are best suited to this kind of pasturage. They would 
be preferable, if light of carcase aad long l^ged, as 
they would then be enabled to take a wider range, 
wWi less fatigue, and the land should not be over- 

" Sheep should have the means of keeping themselves 
in fair condition ; at the same time that they should 
be compelled to range a wide extent of eountry for 
Iheir daily sustenance. 

" These remuk* have chiefly been coifnad to thr 
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make and sbap« of Ihe ifaeep, beat ad&pted to poor 
land ; the choice and qnality of the wool must be left 
to the ielection of the farmer ; but, aboTe all, his 
attention should be directed to the quality of the wool 
of the nuns. 

" If the land is lich and luxuriant, long'woolled 
sheep will prove the most advantageous stock, there 
being at present a greater demand for this class of 
wool than at any former period. It is required not 
only for home consumption, bnt also for other States 
of Europe. From these united causes it may be pre- 
smned that combing wool, of a good quality, will re- 
tain a higher relative value than any other description. 
" In making these observations, it may be necessary 
to add, by way of explanation, that a loag'ivooiled 
sheep, being larger in bulk, naturally aCTordsa greater 
4]uantity of wool, in addi^on to the extra length of 
the staple ; consequently, it will mppear that the 
Hock-master who is possessed of rich land, will best 
consult his interest by cultivating this description of 
sheep. It should, however, be noticed that they re- 
quire a constant succession of nutritious food, to keep 
them in an uniform condition, in order to avoid what 
is called a break, or j oint in the staple. 

" It will be farther requisite that the farmer who 
cultivates this breed of sheep should be provided 
with a supply of coleseed, mangel wuriel, carrots, 
potatoes, cabbages, cut peas, bran, wheat straw, hay^ 
or any other artificial food to supply bis stock during 
m great drought, or an inclement season ; and whilst 
writing on thit subject it may not be irrelevant 
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to point out the benefit which the flock-master would 
derive from having a aiippty of gait to give them 
occaaionally. This custom is practised with much 
success on the European continent, and most pro- 
bably would be found peculiarly beneficial in coun- 
tries where the drought b often of long conti- 
nuance, at which period salt could be adminis- 
tered with great adTantage, as it would not only 
be salutary and wholesome, but also allay the 
thirst of the anhnals, and probably preserve the lives 
'of many sheep. There is an objection to the feed- 
ing of sheep from racks above their heada. In 
the first place, this custom occasions a waste of 
fodder, as much is pulled down and trampled under 
foot; Becondly, the short hay and seeds fall on the 
necks and shoulders of the sheep, by which means the 
most valuable .parts of the fleece are much deteriorated, 
and the sheep rendered uncomfortable, for which rea- 
sons the practice should be dUcontinued ; indeed they 
should either be fed in troughs, or very low racks, in 
order to avoid the evil here complained of. 

" It would prove much to the advantage of those who 
keep loog-wooiied sheep, if they suffered the lambs of 
their stock to retain their fleeces until the next year's 
shearing season, as they would then produce a class 
of wool known by the name of Tegg or Hogget wool, 
which is much sought after for combing purposes, 
being more valuable than either the produce of ewes 
or wether sheep. The judicious farmer will also con- 
sult the period when he may be likely to have a fresh 
supply of young grass, and make the needful arrange- 
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.menis to have the lambs fall at that period. The 
ewes, whilst with lamb, ought to be kept in fair con- 
dition, but Qot too fat; and tf a supply of fresh grass 
could be given them ten da.yH previous to their lambing, 
it would hare a good effect, by increaatag their milk. 
At that time much attention should be paid to the 
felling lambs, lest they become victims to birda of 
prey, or othei rapacious animals. 

" It lias been already obse^ed that a flock-master 
Jias the means of raising fine wool from ewes of an 
inferior breed; this however can only be accomplished 
by attention to the crossing of the stock, and by sup- 
plying the ewes with a constant succession of fine- 
wool) ed rams. 

" Suppose a settler purchases 50 ewes, of a middling 
quality of wool, and supplies them with a Spanish or 
Saxon ram, of the best kind; it will follow thatmost 
of the progeny of this stock will produce wool of a 
saperior quality to that of their dams; and the ewe 
Jambs of this oflspring being supplied with another 
jam of pure breed, it may be fairly inferred that the 
stock will atTord excellent wool, and in four or five 
crosses in this w^y, the farmer may calculate on 
having a tolerable breed of fine-woolled sheep, pro- 
vided the flock has been constantly fed on short paa- 

" The farmer cannot however reasonably expect all 
the lambs of this cross-breed to produce fine wool. — 
Some may have indifierent fleeces, or perhaps black 
or brown hairs may occasionally be interspersed 
through them. Such lambs should be rejected, as the 
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wool if only snitaMe for medley cloilia ; 
tlie nhite fleece can be applied to all purposes. It 
will therefore be seen that the farmer who conmia 
his intereit, will annually Inspect the fleeces of his 
flock, andntain only those lambs which produce wool 
of the best quality. 

« Having recominendcd the cultivation of long-- 
woolled sheep, wherever the pasturage is adapted for 
their Bupport, I shall add a few remarks on tiie nature- 
and properties of combing wool, as anasaiitance to the 
^rraer in the choice and selection of bis stock, which 
will also enable him to form an estimate of the rela- 
tive value of the woof, when sheared. 

" The chief perfection of combing wool consists in 
its being of a proper Tength, quality and strength; 
and the fineT,safler,and more silkyflie fibre, the more- 
valuable it is. 

" The wool' required for ordinary combing purposes, 
should be 7 or S inches long ; but modem machinery 
has enabled the spinner to eonsome wool of a shorter 
length and much finer quality, and- cimsequeiitl'y 
stuffs of a superior texture are now manuhctured from 
fine wool, both in France- and Bigland. To make 
the finest yarns, it is desirable that the wool should 
be from 4 to 5 inches long, free ^m pointed spiry 
hairs at the extremities ; it being at the same time 
requisite that it should have a considerabfe degree of 
toughness, or strength, for without this property, il 
eannot be good combing wool." 

In performing the operation of shearing, theleftud^ 
«t thft sheep ia placed againirt the thearei^a left leg, hift- 
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leftfoot attlierootof the sheep's tail, and tiii left knee 
«t the sheep's left shonlder. The process commence* 
with the shears at the crown of the head, with a 
straight out along to the loins, returning to the shoul- 
der, and making a circular shear around the off side 
to the middle of the belly ; the off hind leg next ; 
then, the left hand holding the tail, a circular shear 
of the romp to the near hock of the hind leg; thetwo 
fore feet are next taken in the left hand, the sheep 
raised, and the shean set in at the breast, when the 
remaining part of the belly is diearedround to the near 
stifle i lastly, the operator kneeling down on hb light 
knee, and the animal's neck being laid over his left 
thigh, he shears along the remaining side.* In 
Sussex I have seen the long wool from the breech 
removed from the other port of the fleece, and washed 
in a pond, after which it has been laid out on the 
grass, under the shade of a tree, to dry, and has then 
been packed separately. The farmer who pursued 
this course, was considered to be one of the hestagri- 
«ultnrists in the county, and I have no doubt that 
tie found it hi* interest to expend so much labour on 
the woo). I say 1 have no doubt, for I do not think 
the fiinner I speak of was one of that ct«ss who adopts 
crotchets, and, right or wrong, persists in them.t 



* Bncyeloptadis of Afrieullure. 

t They (ths aettlerg) b»Te it im ibeir power to grow the long 
ftae wool for eombing, and I think I inly iBt them the aiimple: 
mine hug bean mod for thst poipoie for the Imit five yeui. I 
hare one kundied swl tbiity-three, wUdi I have offsnd to 
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Pigs, Poultut, &c. 
Figs and poultry of all kinds are very prolific and 
thrive well. The- produce of the sty is very valuable 
to the colonist, for it is a cheap and excellent food 
for home consumption, and also affoids articles in 
demand for exportation. Very little care, until within 
the last few years, was bestowed on the curing hams 
and bacon ; but now that these are sent to the Mau- 
ritius and India, where they readily sell at high prices, 
or are profitably bartered for sugar. Sic, some attention 
will be paid to them. The retail price of pork, at 
Hobart Town, on the 1st of May last, was 7d. per lb. ; 
fowls bring 3s. a conple ; a goose Ss. Gd. ; a turkey 8s. 
and eggs Is. Sd. a dozen. 

shewBgiioBt any other in the Colony for City guineas. If I 
miitilce not, > cross with my sheep, will gteUly imptove the 
■rnol of this ColoDy in length >ad icftneis of s(>ple. — Letter 
from Fan Dirman't Land, dated IM April, 1S33. 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 



The wild animals of the island are nearly similar 
to those found in New South Wales, having the 
niarsnpium, (ventral sac, or pouch,) jnto which the 
joung retreat after birth. 

There are five different species of kangaroo (ma- 
cropvsj, vii., the forest, the brush, the wallaby, the 
kangaroo rat, and kangaroo mouse. 

The forester, or foreiit kangaroo, so called from 
frequenting well-wooded districts, is the largest ani- 
mal in the island : it has a small head, neck, and 
shoulders, and the body increases in thickness to the 
buttock, whence it again tapers to the end of the 
tail. The head is oblong, and shaped like that of the *^ 
fawn, with the upper lip divided. The nostrils are 
wide and open, and the lower jaw is somewhat 
shorter than the upper. The hair is of a greyish 
brown colour. The teeth are very peculiar ; it has 
four broad cutting teeth in the upper jaw, but only 
two long tauceolated teeth in the lower, which point 
forwards, and are so placed as to oppose those of the 
upper : it has also four grinders in each jaw, remote 
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from Iheothera.and possesses the very singularpower* 
of separating the tower inciaors, and briagiDg them 
again close to each other. The fore-legs are so yetr 
short as scarcely to reach the nose, and are useless for 
walking. The hwd legs are almost as long as tbe body 
and the (highs are very thick. On the fore feet are five 
toes, with long conic and strong black cLaws ; but on 
the hind feet are only three, the middle toe being 
long and thick, and extending far beyond the two 
others, which are small, and placed very distinct from 
it. The inner foes of the hind foot are singnlarty 
distinguished, by having two small claws. The 

. female has, on the belly, an oblong pouch, in which 
the young, immediately after birth, retire, and con- 
tinue until they grow so large as to incommode the 
parent. Its foodconsists of grasses and leaves; ud, 
in drinking, it laps like a cat. It proceeds by spring- 
ijig or leaping on its hind feet, and, for a short dis- 
tance, b eitremel^ fleet, frequently clearing fifteen 
feet at each bound ; its own weight, howerer, soon 
tires it, and then the kangaroo dogs are able to over- 

, take It. It frequently succeeds, while at bay, in 
inflicting severe wounds npon the dogs; and it 
endeavours, it is said, to drag its opponents into deep 
water, or even into the sea, for the purpose, appa- 
rently, of drowning them.t The female, carrying* 
large yoang one in her poneh, when hotly followed 
by the dogs, takes advantage of any thick bosh to 
cast it into : by which means she is better able to 

* Bunngton. f HendafOu. 
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maintain fall speed, wkile the young one, bj biding 
iUelf among the bushes, is more secure. It has been 
known to atand fire feet high, and to ireigh one 
hundred and eighty pounds; the hind quarters, which 
are the only parts eaten, frequently exceed seventy 
pounds. KangaToo-ta.il soup is considered very deli- 
cious by Australian bona vivanti. 

The wallaby, though seldom weighing more than 
thirty pounds, is like the former in appearancfc ; it 
frequents swampy places, and also feeds upon 
giTtssea and leaves; but its flesh is much superior in 
flavour. 

The brush kangaroo, a variety of the same species, 
is found among thick scrubs, on the sides of rocky 
hills ; its flesb is also esteemed. When young it is 
tamed with greater facility than the other varieties, 
and then, though gentle in manners, it exhibits a 
stupid, wayward, and often fretful disposition. 

The kangaroo-rat and the kangaroo-mouse are two 
Tarietiei of the same species ; the former is about the 
sice of a rabbit, and the latter is considerably smaller ; 
they also have the ventral t^, or pouch, on the lower 
pArt of the stomach, the short fore paws, andthe long 
hind legs; but the ears resemble those of the mouse. 
Thej are night animals, sleeping during the whole 
day, even after, being domesticated. 

The varieties of the opossum are more numerous 
than even those of the kangaroo. The black, brovm, 
and ring-tailed are the most common. In habits, tbe 
wbole of the tribe are extremely similar. They are 
all Dight-aoimals, residing during the day in hollow 
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trees, where they a.re found rolled up. Atdi^k, they' 
issue from their recesses, and may then be traced by 
Iheir peculiar cry, which is shrill, and resembles that 
of some of the larger kinds of squirrel. As they 
emit a strong smell, their retreats are easily detected 
by dogs. At night they may be observed by the light 
of the moon, seated in pairs, almost motionless, on 
the extremity of decayed branches. Their flesh pos- 
sesses a strong, disagreeable flavour, which is said to 
be removed hy burying it in the ground for twenty- 
four hours ; it is not, however, resorted to by Euro- 
peans, except under the most pressing circumstances. 
They are perfectly harmless and inoffensive, and their 
skins are of little value : their food consbts of the' 
young branches and the leaves of trees. 

The Van Dieman's Land hyena, or tiger, a carni- 
reious animal, very destructive to sheep flocks, is 
peculiar to the island, although it would appear from 
organic remains, found in a cave, that at one time it 
existed in New South Wales. It is a nocturnal 
prowler, and flies inhabited districts. The skin is 
striped with black and white on the back, while the- 
belly and aides are of a grey colour; its mouth re- 
sembles that of the wolf; its legs are short in propor- 
tion to its length, which from the snout to the tail, in 
a iiill-growa aninipl, is nearly six feet. It has some 
of the peculiarities of the kangaroo, for it proceeds by 
bounds, and has the ventral sac in which it carries its 
young. 

It is supposed, by Dr. John Grant, to be an un-. 
described variety of dasyurua ; it is evidently nei- ' 
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ther a tiger nor a hyena, as lU populai name' 
imports. 

The only iustance I can find that one has attacked 
a human faeiog, v/as at Mr. Blinkworth's, at Jerusalem, 
in the year 1S30 ; it then boldly entered the cottage, 
where the family was assembled, and attempted to 
seize one of the little children by the hair, but, for- 
tunately, miKsed its bite. Mr. Blinttworth directly 
caught it by the tail, and, dashing it on the ground, 
speedily killed it 

The (fasyuruj ursiHiis, popnlarly called the denl,' 
is another animal of the same species. It is ex- 
tremely ugly, nith a head something resembling 
that of the otter, in shape, but out of proportion when 
compared to the size of the body ; the mouth is sup- 
plied with three rows of teeth ; the legs are short, 
with feet like the feline race ; its tail b short and 
thiek, and its skiti is of a sable colour. It frequents 
rocky hilU, whence it issues at night in search of 
its prey. It te very destructive to the flocks. 

The native porcupine, or hedgehog, is not very fre-' 
questly seen. In siw, it resembles the common 
hedgehog, but the ^ines are ranged in patches, 
having a longer one than the others protruding hata 
each of the centres ;* it is perfectly hannless. 

There are several varieties of the, wild cat; one 
resembles the tiger cat, but the others approach nearer 
to the character of tbe English weasel, and have as 



* Dr. Headecson says lie heaid that it had tl 
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{p«ftt B pencbant to the galUaaeeons tribe. Their 
«kias are geoerallj grej or black spotted. 

There are two Epecies of bandicoot, the principal 
^fferenee between them being siie ; the larger one 
U called the bandicoot rabbit, and the lesser the ban- 
dicoot rat : their habits are similar, both borrowing 
in the earth and living; on roots; the flesb of the rab- 
bit, ho werer, onljiseaten, and it is described ai white 
and delicious; tbey are both vaischieTOus Tisitorsto 
potatoe grounds, using their snouts to turn up the 
root, which thej afterwards devour. 

There are man]' other smaller animals to be found 
in the island, but respecting them very little isknown, 
as zoology hitherto has been at as low an ebb as 

OBKITBOLOSr. 

The platipus (emiihon/nehtu parodouuti) is neither 
animal, bird, nor fish, Imt Iws some resemblanoe to each. 
I have placed it under this head, not that it strictly 
belongs to it, but because my observations on the 
native animab precede, and my remarks on fish follow. 
Dr. Henderson supposes it to he allied to the beaver ; 
but as he never had the opportunity of inspecting one, 
he cannot speak with certainty. It is found in the 
lakes and rivers of New South Wales as well as of Van 
ZKeman's Land. It swims low in the water, frequently 
in company with the mode dock, and dives very rapidly. 
The body is about ten inches long and about as many 
in circumference; the bill is about two inches and a 
4|uarfer in length; and the nostrils are about three 
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qutrten of an inch from the end. The eyes are tttaUf 
and the eyelids are Kucely visible, from being concealftd 
in the hair; the eara are two Blits behind the eyeir 
and larger than the orifices of the eyelids ; the teeth, 
four in number, one on each side of the upper and 
under Jaw, are all grinders; they differ from common 
teeth materia)Iy,haiing neither enamel nor bone, being 
composed of a homy^ snbstance only, connected by an 
irregular mrfaoe in the place of fangs. When cut 
through, which is readily done, the internal structure 
is like the human nail. Between the cheek and the 
jaw, on each side of the month, there is apoucb, as i^ 
the monkey tribo; and upon the projecting part of 
theposteriorportionof the tongue there are two smalt 
pointed homy excrescences. The fore legs are short, 
and the feet webbed; eseh foot has fire toes, united 
by the web, which is Tcry broad, and is continued 
beyond the points of the toes nearly an inch ; on each 
toe there is a rounded straight nait, which lies loose 
upon the membrane fomung the web. The hind legs 
are nearly of the same length as the fore, butstronger;- 
each foot has five toes, with claws, and webbed. 

The male, on the heel, bu a strong crooked spur, ' 
with a sharp point, which has a joint between it and 
the foot, and Is capable of motion in two directions.. 
When the point of it is brought doee to the leg, the- 
spur is concealed in the bair; whm directed out- 
wards, it projects considerably, and b conspicuous. 
The tail is about fire inches long, and shaped like that 
of the beaver. The colour of the male is of a dark 
brown on the back, legs, bUt and tall: the under part 
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of the neck and betty is of a silver grey. The hair 
is of two kinds ; a very fine thick fur, half an Inch 
long, and a curious ^ind of hair nearly an inch long. 
The part nearest the root has the appearance of hair, 
but for a quarter of an inch towards the point it be- 
comes flat, with a glossy brightness, which gives it 
the appearance of feathers. The fur or hair on the 
back is shorter than that on the venter. It is very 
shy, and only found in unfrequented places. It has 
been lately ascertained that it is oviparous, and that 
it suckles its young. 

The feathered tribes are numerous, including gulls, 
boobies, noddies, shags, gomets, black petrel, cormo- 
rants, pelicans, emus, black swans, musk-ducks, wild 
ducks, parrots, parroquets, cockatoos, crows, laughing- 
jackasses, magpies, bronze-winged pigeons, doves, 
quail, snipes, widgeons, gold and silver plovers, na- 
tive hens, baldcoots, bitterns, herons, king-fishers, 
hawks and eagles. 

The emu is the largest bird found in Australia ; it 
is very nearly allied to the ostrich in form and 
habits, but it differs from it in some important res- 
pects i the feathers with which its body is covered, 
are so completely naked, that they have more the 
appearance of hair, or rather thin strips of whale- 
bone; its wings are abo.moch shorter, and, as well as 
the tail, are entirely destitute of those beautifiil fea- 
thers with which the ostrich is adorned In the 
emu, the toes on each foot are three, in the ostrich 
they are but two ; in other respects their manners and 
appearance are much alike. Fire young birds were 
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batclied at the fam of the Zoological Societj last 
jrear — the mother having laid ber eggs at Christinas, 
(then summerat Van Dieman's Land). Audit is worthy 
of remark, that all other birds and animab which hare 
been brought from the same climaf«, obey the same law, 
although removed to this (to them) the moat distant 
part of the norld.* The following account of the 
hatching of these young emos, is extracted from 
Jesse's Gleaaingt in Natural History; — " The only 
instance I have met with in which the hen-bird has 
not the chief care in hatching and bringing up the 
young, is in the case of the emus, at ,the fann of the 
Zoological Society, near Kingston. A pair of these 
birdshavenow live young ones; the female at different 
times dropped five eggs in the pen in which she was 
confined. These were collected in one place by the 
male, who rolled them gently and carefully along 
with his beak. He then sat upon them himself, and 
continued to do so with the utmost asEJduity for the 
space of nine weeks, during which time the female 
never took his place, nor was he ever observed to 
leave the nest. When the young were hatched, he 
alone took charge of them, and has continued to do so 
ever since, the female not appearing to notice them 
in any way; on reading this anecdote, many persons 
would suppose that the female emu was not pos- 
sessed of that natural aflection for its young, which 
other birds have. In order to rescue it from this 
supposition, I will mention that a female emu, be- 

* Sgturdaj VLa^zait. 
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longing to the Duke of Devonshire, at CliiswicI:, 
1at«1j laid some eggs, and, as tbere was no male 
bird, she collected them together hereeir, and sat 
upon them." 

These birds weigh from 401bs to lOOlbs, and 
will kill tbe strongest dogs by one blow of their 
talons. The common kangaroo dog soon acquires the 
habit of seizing thetn bj tbe neck, and thus aToifs 
the danger. The eggs are prized by the natives ; 
and the flesh, which is said to resemble beef,* is 



Tbe black swan, in shape and form, resembles the 
European swan. Its colour is of a sooty blackness : 
the beak is of a fine red colour with a black tip, and 
on the upper mandible is a spot of yellow. They are 
frequently caught during their moulting season, being 
then unable to fly ; after this they are slowly starred 
to death, in order that the oil may be absorbed from 
their skins, which are sent to England. They are 
stated to survive in this manner, without sustenance, 
for ten or fourteen days. 

The bronze-winged pigeon is a beautifnl bird, 
having the feathers on the wings tipped with a golden 
tinge, which affords a pleasing contrast to the dark 
bronze coloDT of the body; they are wild, though 
easily shot off the stubble while feeding ; and, as they 
are considered a great delicacy, they are classed as 

There are three varieties of the quail, all excellent 

* Letter Cniin t, Colollist. 
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eating, and accordingly sought after by the aports- 
man. Snipes abound from September to March, and 
are not so sby as in England. 

The parrot tribe is very abundant, and the plumage 
of most of them, especially the Rose-hill, is extremely 
beautiful : they are all, with the exception of the 
black cockatoo, capable of being easily domesticated, 
and the parroqueta can be taught to siog. The cock- 
atoos are very injnrioHS to the farmerduring seed tima 
and harvest. 

Tbe Derwent magpie, when properly taught, can 
scarcely be surpassed in rocal powers ; in richness of 
note it bears a strong resemblance to the thrush. Mr. 
Prinsep mentions a most sagBcious and entertaining 
one kept at Newtown, who was almost as good a 
guard as a dog. The only difference between the 
crows of the island and those of England is that the 
eyes of the former are white, which, contrsstad with 
their sable feathers, gives them a very peculiar ap- 
pearance. 

The laughing jackass (daeels gigantea) is remark- 
able for the noise which it makes, and which, by the 
imagination of the first settlers, was supposed to be 
like the noise a jackass would send forth, eoald it 
laugh ; hence its name. 

The tribes of small birds are very different from 
those of Europe, and are so numerous, that were I (o 
attempt to describe each, even in the brief manner 
I have the few most remarkable, it would extend 
this work beyond the limits I have prescribed to 

o 
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The inlets uid bays around the coast abound wicb 
flili,but few Borti are caught and brought to market ; 
therefore it b rather a luxurj than a cheap and com- 
mon food, which it might be were the fisheries at- 
tended to. 

The tmrnpetei is one of the- most admired fish, 
although it is seldom obtained at Hobart Town, oi» 
account of the distance from, and the want of regular 
eommunication with, the fishing grouncb where it is 
uanallj canghL 

■ The other kinds ef fish which may be purchased at 
Hobart Town, are salmon, (so called in the colony, 
but a very poor fish,) perch, rock-cod, breun, mullet, 
whitings, fiat-beads, leather jackets, taylors, parrotr^ 
guard-fish, cray-fish, (nearly as good as lobsters,) oys- 
ters, (good .and plentiful,) eels, skait, and shrimps. 
Some years ago maekarel of a very small species were- 
caught, but latterly they have not been known to ap- 
proach the island. Black fish are plentiful in the 
Mersey, and generally weigh bom five- to Gfteeir 
pounds, but have no scales. 

The rivers and lakes in the interior abound with 
very fine eels, but other fresh water fish are of little' 
note excepting the mullet, of which a considerable 
quantity is annually canght near the &lts at Netr 
Norfolk. They are in greatest perfection ftom No- 
vember to Rfarch, and aSford sport to (he angler, as- 
tbey wtll readily rise to the fly. 

A fish found in the tmys and on the- iltores of th» 
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uland, and supposed to be a species of toad fish, is * 
strong poison. In the year 1831, the lady of a res- 
pectable merchant, and two children, partook of part 
of one of these fish, which was aerred up at dinner,! 
and in the course of three hours they were all corpses. 
At the coroner's inquest the effect of the poison was 
satisfactorily proved by giving part of the fish left 
by the unfortunate individuals to two cats, which 
soon became affected. When both were in a dying 
state, one had twenty-five drops of the arsenical 
solution introduced into the stomach, and rapidly 
recovered, while the other, which was allowed to take 
its chance, quickly died. About twelve hours after 
death the bodies became livid, swollen, with bloody 
serum issuing from all the external parts, intolerably 
fetid, and rapidly running into decomposition. The 
poison is of a powerful sedative nature, producing 
stupor, and acting upon the nervous power. This 
fish seldom exceeds five inches in length, which, when 
compared to Its circumference, is disproportionate ; 
the back is the colour of and spotted like tortoiseshell, 
and the venter is white, resembling to the touch, and 
in appearance, kid skin. 

The black whale resorts, dunng the breeding 
season, to the deep estuaries of rivers, and to the bays 
and inlets around the islaitd. The whalers at that 
season ar» on the qui vtoe, and immediately a fish is 
seen, it is pursued by them in boats : the currency 
lads, as the country-bom colonists in the facetious 
nomenclature of the country are called, in contradis- 
tinction to those born in the mother country, are ex- 
02 
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tremely partial to the sport, and are bold, active and 
expert, The smallest fishery generallj consists of 
two boats, supplied with eight hands each, and a 
amall establishment fixed on some convenient spot on 
the shore for rendering down the blubber. The pro- 
prietor supplies rations, including spirits, (which, as 
an eneounijcenient to the trade, is not charged with 
duty ;] and instead of wages, the men receive shares 
of the profits of all the produce. The cost of the 
whale-boats, (colonial built, and considered of a su- 
perior make,) gear, provisions, &c., for each esta- 
blishment during the season, amounts to about £300. 
The following extract from the Colonist newspaper, 
dated August 24th, 1832, (then the whaling season,) 
will show the importance which is attached to the 
success of the fishery: — 

" We are happy this week to lay before our readers 
an account of the very great success that has attended 
our enterprising whalers. The latest accounts are 
up to last Saturday. Mr. M'Lachlan's party, in the 
river Derwent and Recherche Bay, have caught 
thirty-seven fish; Mr. Hewitt's party, in Recherche 
and Adventure Bays, thirty-four fish ; Mr. Betts's 
patty, in Recherche Bay, ten fish ; Mr. Long's party, 
in Recherche Bay, four fish ; the Eagle schooner, in 
Adventure Bay, three fish; Mr Kelly, in the brig 
Mary and EUxabetk, three fish ; Mr. Meredith's 
party, in Oyster Bay, six fish. Total, ninety-seven. 
The fish are exceedingly plentiful on out coast this 
season, and have not been known to be more nu- 
merous at any former period. It ia a most fortunate 
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circunutance, in the present impoTerished state of the 
colony, that the whale fishery U likely to furnish 
our merchants nith an article of export to remit to 
England, in place of British silver, which has dia 
appeared, or Treasury Bills, which cannot be pur- 
chased." 

The oil which is obtained from the blacV whale 
is not of the most Taluable description, but perbap* 
it is the most profitable to the colonist, as it does not 
require so much capital as tbe Sperm Whale Fbhery, 
the expenditure to fit out an expedition for which, 
would amount to as many thousands as the estabJ.iEh- 
ment fur the Black Whale Fishery costs hundreds. 
The enterprising spirit, however, which marks the 
character of the colonists, has induced tbe speculation 
to be tried, and I hope it will meet with the success 
it deserves. The vicinity of the island to the fishing 
gronud, and the facilities of conveying the produce 
from thence to England, where there is a certain de- 
mand, points it out as a spot peculiarly well situated 
for the furnishing ships for those fisheries ; and as 
success has attended similar expeditions from Sydney, 
it would be unfortunate indeed, should " bad luck " 
attend those fiora Von Dieman's Land. 

From these observations the reader most not be 
induced to suppose that 1 entertain any donbt of 
' success attending the Spenn Whale Fishery ; on the 
contrary, I feel that it will yield large returns. The 
«nly doubt I feel is, whether it will be as profitable 
(eonsideiing the capital expended) to the colonist as 
tbe Black Whale Fishery. 
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Entomoloot, Sec. 
There are severalvarietiesof snakes, man^ of which 
are venomous: tbe black, diamond, and brown snakea 
are considered more so than others, but I can find no 
instance of death proceeding from the bite of a Van 
Dieman's Land snake ; but in New South Wales, 
where tbe same species is found, I have heard that 
death has followed. Sucking the wound, and cautery, 
effected hy exploding gunpowder in it, are said to 
prevent death from ensuing. 

Guanas and lirarda are frequently seen, and are 
considered harmless and inoffensive. Centipedes, 
scorpions, and spiders, resembling the tarantula, are 
not uncommon; but I have heard of no instance in 
which their bite has proved injurious to any of tlte 
inhabitants. 

Many curious and beautifal varieties of beetle are 
common; several kinds of ants — some of which are 
an inch in length, and sting sharply; various descrip- 
tions of spiders and musqnitoes. 

Among the numerous species of flies, the most 
common ^are a large brown fly, which settles on tbe 
meat and blows living maggots; a small common fly, 
nearly resembling the English, but rather smaller ; 
andthird,abiack or dark blue fly, very common about 
•tock yards, having a very long and strong proboscis, 
by which it fastens itself to the skin through a single 
or even a double garment, but being very sluggish is 
easily killed. To these may be added a large tri- 
angular fly (about an inch eacli way), found mosl^ 
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in densely vooded pUces, where the soil is a swainpj 
nnd, and a minute grejiy, not larger than a commoa 
flea., which may be alwa^ seen when the candle U 
lighted. 

Beeiare not native insects; they have, howersr, 

lately been introduced, and the climate proves to be 

' so extremely hvorable that in the course of one year 

twelve swarms were produced from the hive imported. 
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GEOLOGY. 



Iron ore has been found in almost every part of 
the island, and in some places itisseen on the surface 
in masses of some pounds weight, which if smelted 
would ^eld eightypercent of pure metal.* Indications 
of the existence of veins of copper, lead, manganese, 
and zinc, have also been remarked, but no practical 
or scientific mineralist has visited the island. Coal 
is found in almost evety district, but none has yet 
been dug for use, although the attention of the pub- 
lic has been attracted to the subject. The introduc- 
tion of steam-boats on (he Derwent, and of steam- 
engines for the grinding of com, will shortly neces- 
sitate the opening of the earth to obtain this valuable 
mineral, which Messrs. Maudsley, the civil engineeis, 
prononnce,fromaspecimen theyreceiTedjtobeequal to 
the Elgin Wall's-end coals, and superior to Newcastle 
coal, for the purpose of creating steam. Whether or 
not the Government will permit individuals to under- 
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take this for their own benefit, it is impossible to 
determine ; at present, howeret, it bas restrained 
speculations of that description, hy the land regula- 
lations, reserving to the Croim " all mines of coal and 
preciotta mela/s." Whether or not lead, copper, rinc, 
and iron, come within the last denomination, I dare 
not offer h. decided opinion; but, in England, "pre- 
cious melals" have been held to he only gold and 
silver. The Court of Equity, in Van Dieman'a land, 
might not be of the same opinion. Aa an instaDce 
of colonial Judges not agreeing with those of West- 
minster Hall, or rather, of their changing the law of 
England, I will mention a ca»e which occuired not 
long since : the Attomey-Cieneral of one of our 
colonies advbed the executor of a deceased lady to 
bring an action against the heir at law of a deceased 
gentleman, for a breach of promise of marriage; hig 
advice was acted upon — the action was brought, and 
tried — and £300 damages were awarded to the repre- 
sentative of the corpse. On a motion for a new trial, 
the Judges (colonial, of course) concurring in the 
opinion of their learned brother, who tried the cause, 
refnsed to set aside the verdict. 

This may appear incredible; and had I not heard it 
from a gentleman practising in the colony, who was 
iilso of opinion that the verdict was proper and valid, 
I should not have dared to have mentioned such a 
case. It is to be hoped that it will be fully reported 
in the Law Reports (if there are any published) of 
the colony, and then we may hear(!) it cited in 
Westminster Hall. It maybe dangerous to.be heir 
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at law in that colony ; for if a deceased has com- 
Jnitted murder, the Judges, by parity of reaion, may 
hold the unfortunate heir guilty, and hang him. 

A fine vein of plumbago was discovered a few years 
«nce, but it has not been worked; and lately a sub- 
stance, said to be " a new mineral," appearing to 
■possess some of the properties of plumbago, has been 
found imbedded in felspar, on a smail plain about 
twenty miles south-east of the Hampshire Hills. The 
natives use it to adorn their bodies, and call it 
laiUen err. 

Basalt is supposed to be the principal substratum 
of the island, as it is found on the southern coast as 
well as on the northern, and on the eastern as well as 
on the western, besides being very common in the 
interior. Slate hasalso been remarked, but it has not. 
been broaght into use ; wooden shingles being a good 
substitute, and much cheaper. Limestone, granite, 
and marble also exist, and specimens of the latter 
have been found to be susceptible of the highest 
polish. Anadmirable material for building has been 
brought into use, — a dark.coloured freestone, which 
b gradually replacing the wooden tenements, and not 
only looks handsomer, but is actually cheaper than 
brick. This stone is plentiful in the neighbourhood 
of Hobart Town. A bed of stone of that kind, used 
for filtering water, has been found at Port-Arthur, 
and promises to be useful to the colony. Asbestos is 
not uncommon, and various specimens of horn-stone, 
schistus, wood-opal, blood-stone, jasper, chrystal, &c., 
have been discovered. 
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PetTiGed woods have been lemarked in several of 
the riverB, particularly the Fortli and the Mersey; 
and it has been ascertained that they will bear po< 
Usfaing. Some specimens of vitrified wood have been 
lately forwarded to England by Dr, Crowther, who 
thus describes them : — " The vitrified specimens of 
wood were taken from a tree situated at Macquarie 
Plains, about thirty miles from Hobart Town. These 
plains are upwards of three hundred feet above the 
level of the river Derwent, which at this part forms an 
estensive crescent of, several miles. The river is in 
general broad, deep and rapid ; occasionally passing 
over shallows, exposing veins of coal. On the per- 
pendicular side of a fissure, or a division of the land, 
formed by volcanic action, the vitrified stump of a 
tree, elevated about two hundred feet above the level, 
was discovered. We excavated the rocks round 
about, and found them to consist chiefly of a heavy 
drossy iron atone, resembling in appearance smiths' 
iron ore. It adhered so fast to the tree on all sides 
as to require the labour of several men, with the assist* 
ance of quarrying tools, to clear it away. Our 
research was continued until we left exposed, stand' 
ing upright, the vitrified branch of a tree, ten feet 
high, fourteen feet in girth, and four feet in dia- 

It has been asserted that specimens of the " pre- 
cious metals," gold and silver, have been found, but 
some doubt their existence, whilst others assert that 
-indications have been remarked which shew that the 
itland is rich in them. 
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With regard to soil, coroparativelyvery little com- 
bining calraireous argillaceous and sandy qualities 
exists ; but soil of each of those desciiptioas is found 
unmised. The fanner whose land is of one quality, 
will therefore find it to his advantage to unite them, 
and if he does so judiciously, his labour will be amply 
repaid for the toil and trouble, by flie weight of his 
harvest. 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



CACHEMEHE-ANGOBA GOAT. 



The new race of cachemere-angora goats promises 
to be of great value to the colony, the climate of which 
will probably be found as well, if not better adapted 
to them, than that of FraDce. 

M. Polonceau created this new race in 1822, 
by crossing the pure cachemeres, imported into 
France by M M. Temaux and Jaubert, with the pure 
angora breed subsequently introduced. The first cross 
produced fleeces which united the most desirable 
qualities, vii. abundance, length, fineness, lustre, and 
softness. M. Polonceau has since constantly pro- 
pagated the produce of that cross among themselves, 
being careful only to preserve animals entirely white, 
and to select the bucks with the greatest quantity of 
fine down and the smallest proportion of hair. Id 
1826 the Royal Society of Agriculture, at Paris, 
awarded M. Polonceau tbeir large gold medal. The 
fleeces he then submitted to inspection were from ani- 
mals of the third generation, and the Society con- 
sidered that they were more raluable than those from 

In 1827) At the exhibition of the produce of 
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National (France) Industry, the committee, appointed 
to decide upon the merits of the objects exposed, 
awarded M. Polonceau a medal. 

The animals are now in their seyenth generation, 
and maintain their health and vigour, and all their 
good qualities ; proving, that this new race may be 
regarded as one entirely fixed and established, re- 
(juiring solely the care that must always be observed 
in the propagation of valuable stock, viz., a judicious 
selection of animals for re-productio&. 

Some of M. Pulonceau'i goats have yielded thirty 
ounces of fleece in one season, but his herd averages 
about sixteen ounces. These goats are robust ani, 
easily supported, as they are not c^ricious as to food, 
though they evidently prefer the leaves of trees to^ 
grass. They will eat hay and straw, and will obtain- 
a living on declivities where sheep could not exist. 

The fleece or down, as it is called, begins to grow 
in the month of Septend«r, and attains its full length 
in March, when it will tall off. The proper period 
for shearing is ascertained by pulling a lock of the 
fleece, which, should it part readily from the skin, b a 
sign that it is mature. 

last year (1832) Mr. Riley purchased a small 
herd of M, Polonceau, and shipped them to New 
South Wales> and I understand he feels confident 
that success will crown the interesting experiment. 
The cultivation of this new material is worthy of a. 
trial in Van IMeman's Land, and the individual who 
shall introduce it, will deserve the thanks of the co- 
lonists, whether success or failure should attend it. 
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A colonial gentlemaD, with wbom I accidentally- 
met, was of opinion that Gorernment should intro- 
duce these animals as it did the improred breed of 
sheep i but I confess that I do not entertain the 
same notion. A private individual in the siater co- 
lony has enteied into the speculation, and he ought 
to reap the benefit of his enterprise. At the time 
Ooremment imported the improved breed of sheep. 
Van Dieman's Land was in its infancy, and required 
parental care ; faut now that it is out of its leading- 
strings, it ought to conduet its onn agricultural spe- 
culations. 
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TRADE AND REVENUE. 



The principal articles of expdrt are corn, oil, wool, 
baric, (for tanniAg) skint, timber, cattle and sheep ; 
but numerous others might and will, in the course of 
a verj few years, be added to the list ; the pressure 
occasioned by the balance of trade, being so much 
against the colony, is sererely felt, and it is now 
pretty evident to alt, that prosperity cannot reign 
whilst the imports so greatly exceed the esports.— 
The effect of the vast excess of the value of tbs 
imported commodities over the exported, has been to 
drain the island of its metallic currency, and to 
render paper the circulating medium. So &r, in- 
deed, is this the case, that if half-a-dozen sheep 
are sold a bill is taken ; and if a few articles for the 
farm are wanted, the purchaser mmit accept a bill, 
or draw a promissory note. The generality of the 
colonists are men who have been brought up in 
England in expensive (I do not use the word off'en- 
sively) habits, and having our artificial wants, re* 
quire as necessaries what to some would be luxuries. 
These artificioua necessaries can only be paid for in 
specie, (a bill for money due in England, or m Trea- 
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sury Bill obUinod «t a sacrifice t-f one and a half 
petceDt.,i« tliBHame,) a« the value of the e«portable 
raw produce ii not more than equal tp that of actual 
necessaries. The labouring population, too, are the 
cauu of inunenie quaDtitie* of ballion being sent 
away in payment for mm, brandy, gin, and Hollands, 
which are consuBied to a frightful extent. Thus all 
dasKs are the oauae of the precious metals leaving 
the oourUry, and all are equaUy injured by theb own., 
wflakneises. 

Matty of the colonists attribute (be reduced (I may 
say) condition of the colony to the aotsof the Govern- 
ment, and are not very sparing in their censure ; they 
say this oogbt to be done, and that ought to be cat- 
tied into eiecutioB, and then the colony would pros- 
per. No doubt it would, but the Government cannot, 
and dare not be so ridiculously lavish of money ob- 
tained from the equally deprewed mother country. 
The colonists have the remedy for the disease in 
their own hands, and ought to apply it; it has already 
been recommended to them by one of their most sen- 
sible and talented brethren, and concurring in his 
opinion, I will repeat his words : " Friendly as we are 
to the general distribution of the comforts of life — 
anxious to see the community of which we form a 
part enlightened, independent and happy — we would 
ask what has a new colony like this to do with such 
ship loads of tinsel manufactures as we daily see 
come to our shores I— ^hat do u>« wanj with plate 
and jewels, with furbelows and frippery I — but above 
aU, what vriOi expensin drinks, with <!C«uis of nun 
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utid puncheam of ponoa! Let as be nnanimous far 
fonr endeaTODTS to esalt the chanuiter of onr. colony 
or its integritf , its sobrietf, ditigence and peneTer* 
aftee in the good cause, and we must protper." 
With these few iatrodttctory obserrf^om, the reader 
is prepared for t&e accoaat of the quantitiea of ex- 
ports from Van XHeman'a Iijand; and thougli he nuy 
be somewhat dissppbinted at the limited- extent^ stilt 
be will be gratified at obterring the. rapid increase 
which it has obtained. I shall select for compariBOn^ 
the years 1829- and 1831,* the interrening year 
being a gradual increase npon the former. 

1629. 
Bail;, fw tuuHDg a,70(>cwt. 1 qr 13 lbs. 

Oil, train and spena 344 tons. 1 hhd. 16 gaL 
Timber . . 114lds. 12 ft. 

Whale Fins . . 450 cwt. 3 qr. 19 lbs. 

Wool, Sheep's 935,330 lbs. 

1831. 
Buk, for lanninK 39,261.cwt. aqr. 20 lbs. 
Oi), bain and sperm S4BtODS. Ohhd. 14 gaL 

Timber . , 1 load 30 ft. 

Whale Fias . . 818cwt. qr. 17 lbs. 
Wool, Sheep's 1,359,203 lbs.+ 



t The quanflty of Sheep and Lamb's Wool in the bonded 
virebouiei oC the part of London on tbs 5th of Jan. 1833, was 
^149,312 Ibi : ud OB thcMh of Jan. 1S39, 3,061,763 lbs. 
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* llie artiale's wool sbi) oil are the most ruportnit, 
and the wondeTful and sudden iaerease of the former 
withJa the last few years, (for In 182? it only 
amonuted to 192,070 lbs.,) is a convinoiag proof 
that the «nergiei! of the colonists only require to 
be aroused to enable them to export to ahoost uny 
mnoaot.* 

The total quantity of wool imp<Hted into finglani 
from all countries, in the year IS31, exceeded thirtj- 
two million lbs., and nearly thirty millioDS were Euro- 
pean produce; but I hope to see the day when the 
figures will be reversed, — when the thirty millions of 
lbs. will be Australian, and two milliona only from 
foreigners. The mother country gives every facility 
to the importation of colonial produce, for no duty is 
imposed on bark, flax, and wood, eighteen inches 
square, for shipbuilding, and the duty on oil and many 
other things is aimqst nominal.., 

': The imports received from England, chiefly consist 
of West ludia ram, brandy, genesa, wine, liqueurs, ale- 
and porter, cheese, ironmen^ry and 'hardware- of all 
descriptions, silk, woollens; linens,' cottons', ribbands, 
apparel, stationery, soap, ■CELrriages,hai'rtess,agi1cul- 
tural implements, horses, ■&c.'&E, ; from the Isle of 
fVanoe — sugar; from the Cape of Cfood Hope — wine,, 
fruit, tobacco and butter ; from China — tea ; from. 
the East Indiea-pr-piece and fancy goods, silks, rice, 
wine, apices, &c. ; from Rio Janeiro— tobacco; from 

* Lwl yeu the bilince of trade sgiinst Ncv South Wties,. 
with lU the worM, did not eicead £29,000. 
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New South Wsle*— beef, bacon, cheese, hones. But- 
ter, oraJigei, toboMO, coals, and a great variety of 
other article*, ''not one of which," sa;s a colonial 
writer, in the Hobart Town Almanac for 1833, " need 
be required. It is d^rading that we cajtoot rapplj' 
a population that does not equal that of a third-rate 
toirn in England, with the necesiariea of life, mich as 
meat, cheese, butter, &c." 

A Table, shewing the compamtive declared Talae of 
British and Iriah produce, &c., imported ioto Vbd 
Dieman'g I^nd from the United Kngdoni, in the 
rears 1827 and 1831. 

1827. 1831. 

Apparel, stops, and haberdashc-r; 18,068 36,016 

Beer and ale 7,656 i,SiO 

CabiDet!indu{AolsteTy wares 540 462 

Cotton manulactiuei 11,107 19,016 

Glau and earthenware ...^ 3,591 5,078 

IiDDiileel, and haidwaru 8,717 16,011 

Leather and saddlery l,9S9 a,060 

Ijnens. „.„ 4,099 3,340 

Slieep „ 336 80 

Silks „ 940 5,261 

Soap and candles 3,071 929 

Stationeiy 3,067 3,54? 

Woollen goods 6,724 8,37fi 

All other articles ....„ 16,133 17.1M 

86,006 119,444 
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12,894 


2,273 


3,857 


1,679 


79.178 


58,983 


7.BM 


— 


2.446 


3,03c 


53^34 


18,118 
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Quantities of foreign and colonial produce exported 
from the United Kingdom to Tan IKeman'a Land, 
in the same years. 

Sheep number 306 — 

Spirits, Braiidy proof ^Ilon 

Greneva ditto 

— Rum .._ ditto 

— — Cuiadian ditto 

T»„ _ „ Ibt. 

Wines _„ gailoot 

From the 1st Januar; to 25th December, 1832, the 
total number of ship (exclusive of small craft from 
neighbouring porta, and GovemmeDt vessels) that 
arrived in the part of Hobart Town, was: — 

Shipi 51 „ tons 18,114 

Brigs 25 — 4,201 

Snows 29 „ ~ 1,943 



AniTBla from Departures lo 

England 41 ,...» 11 

New South Wales .... 3S - 42 

India and China 3 > 

Swan River . i ...,„ 3 

New Zealand b .« ».. 4 

Fishery 2 « ».. 6 

Idaurilius 6 ..„...,.„ »~ 2 

Launceston lO » 15 

Desolation Island .... 1 « ) 

105 91 
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The Uland occupies ■ commaadiog ^tuatitm for 
trading with every nation, a«d arerppart of the globe. 
In the short space of two months a ship will reach 
the East Indies; America, North and South, b acces- 
sible ; China b onlj a fen weeks' sail ; !^urope is 
«asilf approached, and (be Indian Archipelago b 
wanelf far enough off to be called « yoyage. Conv' 
petition compels the merchant to keep his capital in 
constant and ra^id circulation, w4ieh benefits nat only 
the productiTe population and the-whole community, 
but also the merchant individually. The system of 
'* small profits and quick returns,'' has only within 
the last fen years been introduced ; but I think it is 
found so advantageous to producer and consumer, that 
it nill be long ere the " good old times'' of large 
profits and long credits will be Tetived.' ■ 

It is not niWyyeart since,' that fhe firet cargo of 
wool was shipped from PTew South Wales, and then 
tlie freight per lb. to England was 6d. ; now, it b 
only five farthings ; and it is reckoned, from the 
quantities shipped, from the voy^es backwards and 
forwards being made more rapidly, and from the 
dela^ in port being of less daration^ that the profits 
to the. sbiprOwneT arp alinq^t eqna) to what they w«« 
when. fid. per lb., was the pujce demanded; .while it b 
sB'lf-evident that. the dimiaiihed freightage is of vital 
impoFtanoe- to the- weol-trade. If the freight from 
Australia vas at 6d. perlb., the shipper coatd not 
eompet«'«lth theOennah aitd SpaalsU wool-grower 
in the English market; but being reduced to five 
farthings, he can send hb wool to market cheaper by 
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one penny per lb. than it b possible for his compfe- 
titon to do who reside so msny thousand miles 
neater. The expense of .sendti^ wool per lb. to Eng- 
laiid, including .frtjight, iasuntnce, brokerage, do<^- 
dues, &c. to the Australian consignor, is about 3jd., 
and to the German and Spanish shippers, it amounts 
to4jd. 

The revenne of the colony is derived from fees on 
law proceedings, fines, taxes on doga and carts, licenses 
to bake and sell bread, (an impolitic tax,) and to 
slaughter cattle and sheep, excise duties, vit. 2s. 6d. 
per gallon on colonial spirits, and custom house dues, 
viz. oD brandy and genera lOs. per gallon ; mm, the 
produce of the West India colonies, and British gin, 
7s. 6d. per gallon ; tobacco, per lb.. Is. 6d. ; wine, an 
ad valorem duty of £15 per cent; and on all mer- 
' chandise (excepting British goods, which do not pay 
any duty) an ad valerem duty of £5 per cent. The 
revenue is increased by the sale of land, and quit rents 
on property granted more than seven years since, (the 
latter have not been generally paid,bnt I have reason 
to believe the payment will be enforced,) and also a 
parliamentary vote for the maintenance of the con* 
Ticts. The last has only hitherto been indirectly ex- 
pended in the colony, hut in future it will be directly 
expended, as the Government contracts (see note, page 
20) are to be taken up there. The annual revenue 
probably amounts to £150,000, of which £90,000 U 
raised by direet and indirect taxation, and the remain- 
der is the estimated portion of the parliamentary vote 
for the support of the convicts. The expense of the 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



' Civil OOTennnent, unowitiiig to about £65,000, aod 
tlie cMt of pnblie boilcUDgs and undertaking*, arc de- 
frayed out of tha direct rerenue ; and tits lurplns, the 
Home GoTemment has appropriated. 
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VAN DIEMAN'S LAND COMPANY. 



This Compaoy wai incorporated lij Charter in the 
jear 1825, Tolgarly called the bubble fear. Its pco- 
fflssad objeet it to benefit tbe UUnd b]' introduction 
of capital, and tbe Bhareholden by obtaining good 
interest for their ontla^. The land granted to this 
Company consists of 100,000 acres at Wool north ; 
10,000 acres, tbe estimated qnaDtity of good land in 
the three islands, viz. — Robin's, Walker's, and Tre- 
foil Islands; 20,000 acres at Circulu Head and the 
coast adjoining ; 50,000 acres, being the tract of 
land throng whicA the road passes from Bran Bay to 
theHampshireaDd.SnrrejHiils; 10,000 acres at tbe 
Hampshire Hills; 150,000 acres at the Surrey Hills ; 
10^00 acres at the Middlesex plains^ jmaking tbe 
toUl quantity of land 350,000 acres.* 

A very small quantitj' has been brought nnder til- 
lage, though a great portion is of a good quality. 

• The poiition of theie gnnta will be lacertuned by re- 
ference to the nap. 
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The number of persona sent out by the Company to 
these grants, amounts to between 400 and 500, and no 
«xpence has been spared to obtain the best stock. — 
The Company, however, is considered an injurious 
monopoly by the colonists ; but whether or Hot it will 
prove beneficial to the shareholders and the colony, 
or advantageous to the former and baneful to the 
latter, time alone will shew. By the documents which 
have been published, it do«s not appear that it is pro- 
posed to sell land to emigrants, but only to dembe it ; 
if such is the course adopted, I have no hesitation in 
KaytDg, that such a -monopoly will be a cuife to .the 
colony. I tniat, however, if that is intended, tJie 
Hhareholden will see the propriety of . Abandon ing it 
The lai^e funds of the Company aifty he employed in 
nuking ro«uls and bridges, and in eifecttng oder ira- 
provemeats, by whidi meaas the value of the land 
will be greatly increased, and emigrants would thea 
find it advantageous to purchase it^ instead of a^ektng 
land in othei parts. 

I subjoin the '" proposals . for tenants" which the 
Company has published. 1 da not, bowser, wish to 
be andentooduiecommendingenii^nDts toapcede Uy. 
them ; far the Con^ny, or tnt^t its Bigents theie, 
have it in their power, to beggar, at uiy ntotneot, (he 
man who accepts the iterrns offered. As lo^, how- 
ever, as the concents are conducted by the present 
gentlemen, there is no fear of oppression;, but persons 
of aimilar honour and character may not succeed them, 
TemjioTa mutantur el not mutamer in illU. 
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Proposals to Tenants. 

1 . The lands will be let in farms of fifty acres and 
npnarda, according to the capital and means of the 
tenant. On each farm, the Compauf will grub and 
cut up ten acres, read; for burning ; after titat the 
tenant must clear for himself. The timber will be aa 
cot up as to answer far log-fences,. and the Company 
' will give all the labour for forming one such fence 
round each farm, except the leading, which must be 
done by the tenant, upon the foHowing principle. 
The Company to find victuats and clothing for two 
convict servants, for the time which the work of 
splitting and putting up the fence ought to occupy 
them, the tenant uadertaking the cartage of the ma- 
terials and the immediate superintendance of the men. 
and work. Fences when erected by the Company to 
be upheld by the tenant. ^ 

2. — It is desirable to have a cottage of stone qi 
brick on each farm. The tmant will lead ^e mate- 
rials and the Company will build. But as these can- 
not be erected so fast as is wished, log buildings 
must, in many cases, be substituted for a time ; in 
which case the tenant will convey the materials, 
and the Company will place such labour at the 
tenant's command, as ought, with his own assist- 
ance, to enable him to erect the cottage. Whether 
the cottage be of brick, stone, or logs, the Conqtany 
will find the doors, and windows, and ^tenings, 
shingles, and shingling. 

3. — The rent of forest land, payable in com or 
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other produce, will be fixed according to circuni' 
atonees: nothing will be payable the first year. 

4. — ^Thegnus lands frill be let on similar terms to 
the forest lands ; except that a half rent will be pay- 
able the first year, and the full rent the second. 

5. — Rent will in many cases be taken in labour by 
particular agreement. 

6.— ^^lonTicts or assigned serrants will be lent to 
the tenant, when the nature of his work requires 
labour, which he cannot command without haTing 
r«coune to the Company. 

7.— AMBlaDce will in particular cases be giren to 
tenants, whose improvements shall appear to afford a 
ftiir security to the Company for their advances. 

8. — ^The Compftny''a agent will at all times give 
the tenant his aslistanee and advice, as to the sale of 
his produce, at the best markets, and be ready to 
make such arrangements for the general body In this 
respect, as may be beneficial to the whole. 

9.~-Tenants can purchase their supplies wherever 
they please, and, as far as practicable, they will be 
conveyed for them, in the Company's vessels, at a 
moderate charge of freight ; at the same time, the 
Company's stores are intended for the present (and 
until shops are established) to supply the usual wants, 
at such rates as will make it the interest of the tenant 
to purchase supplies there. 

10. — Seed com will be lent to the Unants, to be 
repaid out of their first crop. 

1 1 . — Clover and grass seeds will be given to tenants 
wishing to lay down lands to grass. 
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12.— limber carriagei to asrist in clsarinp, will be 
lent gratb by the Company to tenimti of forMt 

13.— Besides pointing out the reoionable expeeta- 
tioiu tenants mayufely entertain offiDdingaprofitabls 
■ale for their prodace, a few adrantagee maybe enu- 
merated, which the Company tan hold to them, and 
which could not be expected if renting lands from 
individuals, or even if cultivating iMds of tbeir own. 

14.— {deceiving rent in produce or in money, also 
occasionally receiving rent in labour. 

15.— Cheap oBjriage of prodace to a market, by 
means of vessels of the Company, 

16.^Making advances on produce lodged in the 
Company's stores, whenever markets are eitremely 
low. If this were generally acted upon, it would be 
injurious to the tenant, but in extreme cases, it cjuld 
be done with great advantage to him ; also making 
advances on produce shipped for foreign markets, [vo- 
teoting the tenants' interests in such markets, ob- 
laining information from foreign markets, and com^ 
municating it to the tenants for their interest 

17. — Making interest ■ to secure convicts in reason- 
able number, from the leeal govamment, for the 
tenant* of their lands. 

18.-^The establishment of schools, in which the 
expense will be made as small as can be, consistently 
with fairly anil moderately t'emnne rating the masten. 

* Tenuis muit not place mj isliaoce upon thii — the local 
gOTemmeDl, in the diapotitinn o( convicCi, cannot be induced 
10 make aisignmenli through favour or intereit. 
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' 1$. — ^The establisliiDg of medical men throagihout 
the districts, on moderate tennt. 

20. — Tenants will have the advantage of knowing, 
•irhta they leave England, where they are going to ; 
t*at they will be received when they land, by persons 
interested hi protecfing them, and passing them to 
their -oecnpaneies a» speedily as possible, and with tit- 
tle expense to ihemBelves, an advantage which set- 
tlers with smiatl capital wilt know how to appreciate. 

31.^— The disinterested and ratnable advice as to 
their proceedings, Wbioh the Company's agents wilt 
be eoabted to give them, before they can have the 
benefit of their own experience. 
' ttS.-^BBtabliAingivefQlTaeohBDKnthronghoat their 
settlements. 

23. — Bstibtishtng nilla and other nsefa) works. 

24. — Proonrtng the l>est of every Icind of live 
aloek, and giving teoasti the use of them at moderate 
rates. 

- 25. — Reserving lands for the children of tenants. 

- 26.— Asserts that tenants to tlie Company would 
be more advantageously situated than otluT settlers 
would be. 

2?. — Th« lands will be marked off by surveyors 
into farms, varying from fifty acres and upwards, and 
Upon each of them a rent will be fixed, varying ac- 
dording to circnmatances. The annnal rent and length 
of leases cannot be defined ,' they must vary accord- 
ing to soil and ritnation. 

28. — The Company wilt reserve the right to make 
roads, bridges, &c. tlirougk any part of the tenant's 
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land, and it will be left to the chief agent to deciite 
what compensation is to be made to tenants in alt 
such cases.* 

29. — To enable a. tenant to judge of the capital 
which he will require to go upon a. ia.rm, the prices at 
which he may expect to obtain hia supplies with cash 
are here enumerated : eight bullocks, £48 ; one cart or 
dray, j£15 ; two ploughs, £Z ; two pair of harrows, 
£3 10s, ; bullocks' chains, bows and yokes, £3 12s. ; 
various small articles, £10. 

■ 30. — Befers to convictK, but aveiy tUng relating 
to them, will be found in the chapter appropriated to- 

31. — Settlers in Yan Dieman's Land, poesessed of 
moderate capital, and liTing on their own farms, are 
content, bi genera), for many years, with very hunibte 
dwellings, nntil theiT circujnatances will enable Uiem 
to make them:selves moie comfortable. These are in 
general erected at T«'y little direct expense, though 
at great inconvenience, when, their labour is urgently 
needed for patting in theic crops. The Company will', 
on this account, provide dwelMi^a for each teuanL 
Out-buildijigs are also in general run np of timber, 
in a rough manner. This the tenant will 'do: for 
himself. 

32. — The main high road, from the eoast to the 
Surrey and Hampshire Hills, having been made by 
the Company at great labour and expense, it must be 
kept in repair by the inhabitants of the district. 

* Nom bnt an Idiot would asienl to this piopoiition. 
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It is not for me to advise men to quit their native 
country to seek a home at the antipodes, or in any of 
our foreign possessiona, but on the contrary, I admo- 
nish them to endeavouT to remain in England ; for as 
Mr. Fergusson aays, "it is « serious atep, aot to be 
lightly adopted, and which above all, it ahoiM ha 
lemembeied, cannot nith safety, con^steufly Or creiHt, 
be retraoed." To those of the productive classes who 
earn by the sweat of iheir brows their daily bread, 
and nifScient tii pay their way in the wovld, I sayt 
" Hold,— be content to live as your forefetfcere havtt 
lived; thiak not of undertaking tlie parit»of emi^ 
giation, under the foolish Me* that you -will better 
jmu emtdition in life. There are nnftirtunately, how- 
ever, BOW many Indnatrious and good labourers and 
mechanios, who cannot support themselves and their 
families without parish relief; a pittance which 
scarcely malDtains the breath iS' their bodies. What 
greater misery can there be to the man who toils and 
eipendi hb strength for bourSi to find hinuelf day by 
day sinking into deeper poverty, and to regard his 



219 
wife and children patiently enduring all the pang^ of 
hunger? That there are manysucli men in this large 
metTopolia, and in the manufacturing as well as agri- 
cultural districts, I am weli aware, and unfortunately 
the number is increasing. As an instance, 1 nill 
mention the case (which will instruct the emigrant 
also to be cautious in securing a passage) of a man 
named , who until last winter creditably sup- 
ported himself, a wife, and a family of four children 
(the eldest eight years old.) He rented a small cottage, 
in a parish in which he had no legal settlement, and, 
being 3 good worlcman, generally obtained employment 
at fair wages. The Labour Rate Act, 2 & 3 Will. IV. 
c. 96, was however put into force, all the rate payers 
then had as many labourers assigned to them as they 
waitted, and some had even more ; the effect of this was 

could not obtain employment. When he asked 

for worif, the answer was, " I have a greater number 
of labourers than I want, so I cannot now give you 
work, but I would father employ you at twodhillings 
a day, than the four whom the overseer has sent me 
at the same price.'" In the adjoining parish, it was 
the same; the same act was in full operation, bring' 
ing the honest and good labouring parishioner to - a 
level with the depraved and idle. The effect ai this 

was, that was either obliged to al>andon. the 

country, or go to the parish in which he had a set- 
tlement as a pauper. The latter idea he could not bear ; 
the thought, that he, an honest, upright, hard work- 
)Dg man, should tie reduced to a level with those who 
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now generally fly to the worklouse for a domicile, 
was dreadful to him. What was be to do? The La- 
bour Hate Act was to be in force for four months, and 
be bad but £8, besides a few articles of AiTDiture, 
which would hardly he enough to support bim half 
the time. In such a dilemma what was be to do T 
What could be ? Emigrate. He walked to London, 
saw an adrertising emigration agent, who kept him 
in town under various pretexts for two days, and ob- 
tained from bim £6, for the paMSge of himself and 
family to America, " in the Sue ship ■— - ," and desired 
bim to bring hb family to London, as the ship 
would ' positively ' sail on the sncceeding Thursday." 

Poor 'placed reliance in the Tillain ; the ship did 

not sail on that day, nor in that week, nor in the 
nest week, nor even in the succeeding week. — 
■ " was obliged to support himself and family 
during this delay; he sold everything be possessed, 
and at last, in an unlucky hour, borrowed five shil- 
lings of the rascally agent. On the day the vessel 
did sail he could only raise two shillings towards the 
five; the deficit afforded sufficient pretext for the vil- 
lain to say all the passage-money had not been paid, 
and that therefore the passage and the dep'osit were 
forfeited. The poor man complained, but notwith- 
standing, he and hb family were turned out of the ship. 
An old gentleman was standing near during the dis- 
pute, and afiected to be inattentive to what was pass- 
ing; he beaid 's complaints, and he beard 

the admissions of the agent— he saw — ' and 
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Us family turned out of the vessel, and he OTerheatd 
the agent's taunts; he then attempted to interpose, . 
but the agent irould not luten, and iralked off, lelliog 
him " to mind his own business." This old gentle- - 
man, seeing that his interposition would not obtain 

redress, took before a magistrate, who, after 

heariag the case, ordered the agent to be summoned 
to attend before him. Instead of appearing, the fellow 
sent his clerk with the " deposit," as he did not 
wish to be further " bothered with the trouble- 
some scamp." Poor found a friend in the 

gentleman, who thus kindly aided him in his mis- 
fortune, and in a few days he was sailihg down the 
Channel with his passage paid, £10 in his pocket, 
and his wife and fomily well clothed. The reader 
may say, " Surely the career of such an agent is 
stopped by this time ?" Unfortunately it is not — 
he and bis associates still continue to rub and plunder 
the poor and the needy. But again, the reader may 
ask, " Is such a man an emigation agent for Van 
IMeman's Land ?" — Yes ! 

One of the [colonial newspapers, in speaking of par- 
ties living in I^ondon who advertise themselves as 
" Emigration Aggnti," says, " they had much better 
turn their attention to obtain a liTelihood by some 
more honest and creditable species of industry, than 
by deceiving, way-laying, entrapping, and kidnapping 
their fellow-countrymen. These people are not con- 
tented with cajoling the poor emigrant, hut they must 
■trip him of every penny he happens to have about 
him, in order to buy all the old spades and hoes, and 



broken patched-up plonghs* they, can pick ap, in the- 
old iron receWiiig shops, in Ratcliffe Highway 1 " 

If a man, situated as poor was, resolvea to emi' 

grate, I recornmend htm to go to Van Diemen's Lend, 
in preference to any otker colony ; the winter cold 
and the summer heat are not so intense as in Canada ; 
nor is the climate so warm as at Sydney: the soil, 
howerer, is ^ot so rich as in the former, but it is 
better than in the latter, where the long droughts, too, 
are very injurious to vegetation. If be determines 
to go to Van Dieman's Land, and cannot raise funds 
enough in any other way, let him apply to the Emi - 
gratioQ Committee, by letter, stating what are hi» 
means, and what sum he shall wantt to aid him in 
his project (vide Appendix C.) That letter will be im- 
mediately answered, and, if favorable, he will then 
bare to seek a ship. To avoid falling into the 

clutches of a man like the agent whom met 

with, I recommend him to enquire into the respecta- 
bility of the agents, or brokers, who are connected 
with the ship (there are always four or five advertised 

* Emigtsnti vill God i[ moit utnuitageaug to buy agricul' 
tiinl impJemeDla in tbe coloay. 

t It must be obserred that no adTinca will be made by the 
Commiaiioners to an uDmarcied oibd, or othei tbui a me- 
chanic, oTone foUowiDg th« occupations menlioned in psge £29 ; 
thst the einigraiit inuit be tccorapBiiied hj bis wife, and that 
£20 ia the utmoit sum idvuiced to a family,— excepting in the 
csBeofdaughteta, between the agei of fifteea and thirty,- 
Iheae being illoned the bounty, (£12) given to t: 
femKtei. 
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in tlie principal London, Edinburgh, Dablin, Gl%s- 
gow, and Liverpool • newspapers) in which he pro- 
poses to embark. If they are respectable men, and 
have honest intentiODi, they will not be unwilling to 
permit the captain to sign an agreement, by which 
particular berths (which ought to be seen) shall be 
appropriated to the emigrant and his family ; and a 
certain quantity of fresh and salted meat, water, peaa, 
rice, suet, flour, raisins, and biscuit, &c., per diem., 
shall be supplied to each individual, from the day on 
which it is said the ship will leave the docks, until its 
arrival at Hobart Town. The price of a passage, includ- 
ing provisions, &e. ia, for a single man, in the steer- 
age, about £20 ; in the second cabins, about £35 ; for 
a married couple, about one sixth less than the double ; 
and for single females the charge is about £2 less in 
both cases. Children are rated according to their 
ages, from sixteen, at three-fourths of the above 
rates, down to six, at one-fourth ; when under twelve 
months old, no charge is mode. Steerage passengers 
furnish their own spoons, knives, forlta, &c. There is 
no general rule as to the quantity of luggage and 
freight. 

A gentleman, now in the colony, writes, "If ten or 
n dozen labourers were to emigrate together, theirpas- 
sage would not costmore than £12 each; for the cap- 
tain of the ship wouldbeglad to provide passage, fuel 

* The emigrant must be very csrerul in engi^ng ■ putagi 
from Ltverpool or Landon, for soma reryald ahipt, •hMna- 
■ta]lf proriiioasd uid offiisered, have been tent oat. 
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(for cooking), and water (two quarts eaeli, per dienir) 
for lialf that sum, and the reToainder would be ampU 
to buy stores for five montht. The stores ought to 
consist of biscuit and flour in casks, salt pork, corned 
beef, fresh preserred provisioDS, pickled eggs and 
tongues, potatoes, carrots, split peas, rice, plums, 
raisins, salt suet, butter in earthenware pans, three 
or four bottles of soda powders, a few bottles of 
spirits, (no duty is paid for them,) and porter; 
also tea, coffee, and sugar, two or three cakes 
ef gingMbread, and a pound or two of tobacco. They 
would cook their own prorisions, and would be quite 
independent. The proTisions supplied on board ship 
are generally Twy bad." This suggestion may be 
worthy of consideration; for even if £2 more for each 
were demanded, nhich I think would be the case if 
the ship was a 1, (in citj phraseology, when a ship is 
not ten years old,) they would save about £6 each. 

With the prospect of such a long voyage (16,000 
miles,) before him, it would be well for the intending 
emigrant, both for his own sake and that of his fellow- 
passengers, to make up his mind, before embarking, 
to put up, as far as he possibly can, with any little 
' disagreeables which may occur during the voyage. He 
should determine neither to give nor take offence on 
slight occasions, but keep on good terms with all 
about him, overlooking little inadvertencies and hasty 
expressions on the part of his fellow-voyagers. He 
-should rather try how pleasant a companion he can 
onake of a man than quarrel with him because he does 
not find him bo ready-made to. his luuida. hft tlw 
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experiment be fairly tried, and it will be foand that. 
In nine cases out of ten, unfavourable appearancei 
OT first impressioDS are not criterions of character. * 

Lieutenant Governor Arthur lately wrote to the 
Secretary of Stale for the Colonies, saying thai persons 
of industrious sober habits, of the following trades or 
employments, were certain to succeed, and be enabled 
to repay the siuus which Government might advance 

Carpenters, Ship-builders, Sawyers, Wheel-wrights, 
Mill-wrights, Cabinet-makers, Upholsterers, Saddlers 
and Harness-makers, Shoemakera, *Tailors, Maltsters, 
Brewers, * Gardeners and Nurserymen, Plasterers, 
Masons, Bricklayers, Brickmakers, Quarrymen, Miners, 
Well-sinkers, Whitesmiths, Blacksmiths, Farriers, 
Nailem, 'Coopers, Tanners, Curriers,! Boat-builders, 
Engineers, Millers, Ploughmen, Rope-makers, * Shep- 
herds, Sheep-ahearers, Sail-makers, * Wool sorters, 
* Wool-staplers, Fell-mongers.* 

As an instance of the success of a man who was 
enabled to go out to Van Dieman's Land, by the aid 
he received from Ooverament, I shall mention a case 
which b narrated in an official despatch from the 
lieutenantOovemor to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, who (in a tetter dated March 23, 1833) 
remarks, " It is extremely satisfactory, as showing 



• Chambers' Infono^ian for the People, No. 14. 

t Thoie vitb tha uteriik prefiied ire pirticulvly in requett, 
wi obtsiu bigh *ige> (30i. to 40a. per week) ; it maj be pro- 
[■rtortaU tbtt there ii no demtod for the ierricat of dark*. 
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liow beneficially (he present syatera may operate i 
relieving the distress which unfortunately prevails so 
extensively among the labouring claasea in this 

Robert Russell, a blacksmith, iron and brass- 
founder, landed last year in the colony, to which he' 
obtained his passage by the assistance of £20, ad- 
vanced to him by Gtovemment. He debarked a lunily 
of nine children, and his wife was on the point of 
being confined with her tenth child. Few more nu- 
merous families than this are likely to eniigiate, and 
yet there is every prospect of his not only being en- 
abled to repay the advance of £20 within six months,* 
but to provide for his large fomily in comfort, and by 
the same means render great service to the commu- 
nity with whobi his lot is cast. This man could not 
have maintained his family in Scotland, wilhont con- 
siderable relief from his friends ; and it may therefore 
be adduced, not only as a striking proof of the benefit 
of the measure which Government has determined 
upon, but as demonstrative of the immediate relief 
which parishes may obtain, if they will enable poor 
well-conducted parishioners to remove. 

The Earl of Ripon, whilst Secretary of Slate for 
the Colonies, feeling that it was of vital importance 
to create in Van Dieman's Land, a class of peasantry, 
communicated with the Lieu tenant-Go vemor ; who,- 



* A letter publiahed in a weekly neirspiper, repreiented 
tb»t no •ork WB« to he obtainsd in Tm Diemui's Llnd— thi* 
caie ii ■ sufficieal >Qsver to the Msertion. 
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being aware of the benefits which would accrue to thi 
colony, from the introduction of free labour, seconded 
the views of the noble Earl ; and that the opinions oS 
the colonists respecting such a Tneasure might be as- 
certained, he appointed a Committee to consider and 
to report upon certain queries suggested bj the noble 
Earl's despatches. The Committee, after examining 
several settlers, came to conclusions which I have 
embodied in the next page or two. 

A body of industrious and well-conducted labourers, 
able and willing to improve their of^rftraities of 
employment, and bringing their wires and children 
with them, would be highly beneficial to the colony, 
and would benefit themselves; but idle and dissolute 
persons, such as generally are on the parish books in 
England, are totally unfit to provide their own living 
in the colony, and would be much more difficult to 
manage than the convict, as the master and Govern- 
ment would not possess the same means of control. 
The colony could annually receive about 1,000 bmi- 
liea ; but specie could not be remitted to pay the 
expense of emigration, as the merchants drain the 
colony to send to England in payment for goods. 

The expense of each convict to a settler, is some- 
thing more than £20 per annum, but an English pea- 
sant couldsupport himself and family for about £18 ; 
the wages of a freeman, or a coovict holding a ticket 
of leave, amounts to £25 per annum, in addition to 
his food, which may be estimated at the same sum as 
that of a convict, £13 8s. 8d.; the present wages 
and. rations of one free man, or ticket of leave man. 
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would tberefore be sufficient, ploa £2 8s, 8d., to support 
two families, or tweire individual* ; but mechanics and 
artisans can easily obtun £2 per week, whicb places 
them in a condition much superior to that of the 
same class in England. The proportion of femals 
convicts to males is one to seven, so that free females 
are much required, both for their own labour, and to 
provide a future supply of labouren. The wages of 
free females are higher in proportion, than even those 
of free males; but females sent out ought to be of 
good character.* Free labourera work with convicts, 
and do not seem to entertain any jealousy or bad 
feeling, though when onginally free, they often re- 
fuse to live with them. Convicts seldom attempt to 
lead freeman into crime, in order to reduce them to 
their own level ; but cheap spirit, that great bane of 
all young colonies, often effects the injury. 

The system of private indenture has never suc- 
ceeded ; it assimilates the condition of the free to 
that of the convict, leaving no practical difference, 
for the free indenture gives the master almost as 
much power over the servant as does the convlct- 



* Many hithetto tent hsve lieea chiefly selected ftom tbv 
itreMi Mid workhouMi of Urge towns ind cities, and CMUM 
benefit the colDoy, A ehip tuled laat spring with muiy emi- 
gnnti, The bad received the Ooremmeut ^lowince, and be- 
fore it bid been i month *t see, vis obliged to pnt into St. 
Tipcent's for water ; this ghipbmdnenly three hundred Hiuli on 
bnsrd, sod had not the deficiency of water been sseertained 
Iwlbre it bad proceeded farther in its coarse, their luSbringa, 
night hare beea drssdful. This should be snquired inte. 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



229 
ami^ment over the prisoaer : besides, a master must 
maintain a seirant, even if refractory. The mmter ii 
also obliged to support him though he htn oo era- 
ploTment for him — a great low to the settler po»- 
sesBiQg small capital. 

It is recommended for the future, that the emi- 
grant-labourers shall be indented to the local govern- 
ment, which shall take security for the repayment 
by Instalments of their passage-money, and give them 
liberty to worlc for their own benefit until the debt 
b paid, when they shall be free to work for whom 
they please. The QoTemment would thus be enabled 
to re-apply the same fund to the importation of other 
emigrants, and the moral character of the men wonld 
be improved by the conviction, that by honest in- 
dustry they are relieving themselves from debt. The 
abstraction, too, of a portion of the high wages 
which they may receive, will operate beneficially on 
men unaccustomed to easy circumstances, and render 
them less likely to.be elevated by the sndden change 
in their condition, and less apt to acquire dissipated 
habits: it is certain that the suddenly springing from 
poverty to affluence, has a great effect upon the 
moral character of individuals of the labouring class, 
seldom operating well, and frequently inducing them 
to abandon themselves to the vicious habit of spirit- 
drinking. 

The number of persons who emigrated from the 
United Kingdom to the Australian colonies, in 1832, 
was 3,733, being more than seven times the number 
who left for those colonies in the year 1825. Since 
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llie fonnation of the Board of Emigration, up to tha 
19tli August last (1833), 422 headaof families have 
received loans to enable them to convey themselves 
and their families (in all 1,571 souls) to Van Die- 
man's Land. The sums advanced, with five eccep- 
tions, have been the full amonnt vrbich the Commis- 
sioners grant to one family : viz. £20, making a total 
of £8,406. The following table will shew the occu- 
pations of the 422 heads of families vrho have been 
aided with funds : — 

Bakers.. JT Carpenter' 62 

Bricklayers 23 Joiners 19 

Engineers 2 Plumbers I 

Blacksmiths 23 WeavcTS 14 

Gardeners » 4 Masons 19 

Shoemakers 31 Printers 4 

Tailors.,.,; 16 Coopers 8 

Wheelwrights 5 Tanners 7 

Hatters 2 Machinist 1 

Glaziers 4 Plasterers 6 

Sawyers lo Shepherd _ I 

Sailmaker 1 Harness Makers 2 

Hairdresser ] Saddlers 3 

Dyers 3 Cartwr^hts 4 

Farrier 1 Maltster 1 

Coach-builders 2 Watch and Clock Maker 1 

Millwrights 7 Marble polisher I 

Smiths 13 Hailors 4 

Fisb cuter 1 Miller I 

Curriers 3 -Thatcher I 

Glass-cutter 1 Potter ~ 1 

Butcher 1 Shipwrights 3 

Stonecutters 6 Wbitesmitht 2 
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Brewers 4 Slaters f 

Builder 1 Slanemasons S 

Iron plate worker 1 Stone setter 1 

Ploughwright 1 Coachsmiths ,..„ 5 ' 

Painters 9 Leather dressers.... 1 2 

Candle maker 1 Cement maker -I 

Ropemaker 1 Copp«9:smith 1 

Gunsmiths,...- 2 Wooloomber „„ I 

Combmaker 1 Woolsorler 1 

Brick makers 4 BraxafouitdeT 1 

Clerk 1 Chair maker 1 

Cabinetmakers IS Collier _ 1 

Wharfinger 1 Confectioner 1 

Furnace man 1 Wire^Jrawer 1 

Upholsterer 1 No business specified .... 4 

The total number of emigrants, of all classes, who 
arrived in the island in 1832, was 2,131 ; viz., men, 
936— women, 769~children, 426. 

The assistance afforded bj the Commissioners of 
Emigration to females between the ages of fifteen and 
thirty, desirous to go to Van Dieman's Land, is a 
bounty of £12; the remainder of the money is paid 
by Ihemaelres to an officer appointed by the Commis- 
sioners, and a passage is then provided for them on 
board a ^ ship which is chartered for the purpose of 
carrying out females alone ; on board, they are pro- 
vided with every necessary comfort, and a matron 
(appointed by tbe Commissioners) accompanies them. 
In the ships which have hitherto sailed, many very 
improper characters have been milted with those 
whose minds were previously pure and untainted, 
and I fear that the latter have not ciuitlei^ the 
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ships ttneontaminated. An extract from a \tttvt 
published in (he Globe newspaper of the 13th Jaly, 
-1833, givea a lamentable acconnt of the thorough 
lOM of sli moral character b; some who had arrived 
in a ship called the Princess Ro^ al ; — thej not 
only mbconducted themselves, but from an obser- 
vation one of them made, appeared to feel proud of 
their degradation, and hesitated not to insult the 
ladies of Hobart Town, who in the most philanthro- 
pic manner had united to provide them with .situa- 
tions in which they might have lived virtuously and 
creditably. 

The number of UDmarried females who have emi- 
grated to Van Dieman's Land since the formation 
of the Board, having received assistance by way of 
bonnty from Government, is 509 ; and the amount of 
money granted to them, is £7,114. 

To farmers and graziers, perhaps no conntry id the 
world is more eligible to emigrate to ; but they must 
not think, that with all its vast extent of fine lands, 
paatural and agricultural, its delightful climate, and 
the general abundance of all the necesaries of life 
which it produces, that they will have nothing 
to do on landing on these ^voured shores, bnt sit 
down and abandon themselves to idleness; much less 
must they think, that though it requires capital, less 
or more, to commence operations with any reason- 
able prospect of succesa in England, that none will be 
required in Van Dieman's Land.* Both privation 

* Chambeii' InformMion fn the Paople.— No. 10. 
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«nd Itard work, and considerable espe&diture besidet, 
nil! be demanded of tbe farmer before he reachei a 
state of comfort and independence. These submitted 
to bovever, for a time, be will soon find himself in as 
comfortable and happy circumstances — so &r as re< 
gardsexterior things — as perhaps the lot of man will 
admit. Above ail tbinga, howerer, he miut not think 
of going out without capital, less or more, but of 
courK, the more the better. £300 or £300 free on 
landing there will do very well;* £500 or £600 
a great deal better; and £1,000 or £1,200 will 
secure him, with proper management, certain and 
speedy success. In short, the first sum is the lowest 
which he should think of emigtating with ; and al- 
though there need be no limits to the extent, yet 
the latter sum U ample. As the Government does 
not now grant land to the colonists, (vide Appendix C) 
it is necessary for the emigrant, before he bids, to be 
well acquainted with the quality of that which is put- 
np to auction. Experience alone can give him know- 
ledge, and to enable him to gain that in the most 
profitable and lacrative way, I recommend him firat to 
rent a farm for one year certain, since these are to be 
had,and the rents are moderate.t In the HobartTown 
Courier of the I7th May 1833, I find two ad^ertise- 

* A cibJD puuge for « liiwla >i»n costs kbout £69. ThcTS 
KB some igeDls who chaqe higher, but thst sum ii quite 
•nough to remuDerMe the ship-oirner. Tbs saTeifwof to 
contay mooey to the oolony, is Co obtain t. bill from the coloniiil 
•gBDl, Hr. Bunud, Little Cbsrlei-itTeet, Waitmimter. 
f Hendeison, 
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njents oF farms to be let, and in many of the preceding 
numbers there are half a dozen. The emigrant ought 
to seek information in the most profitable way, and 
if he adopts thb plan, he will commence gaining 
knowledge immediately, and will not waste the first 
six months in looking after good land. By the ter- 
mination of the >ear, he will have purchased land, 
either cleared or uncleared, and before he enters upon 
it he will have a cottage erected. Men generally have 
a desire to call laud their own; it is a spirit of inde- 
pendence which produces that feeling, and I admire 
the man who possesses it ; but that feeling ought to 
be restrained when it would impel the emigrant to 
throw away his resources. The success of the emi- 
grant depends upon his foresight and prudence as well 
as on collateral circumstances of situation, soil, climate, 
&c. ; and as instances of the success and failure of emi- 
grants, I shall take the liberty to introduce two cases 
mentioned by Captain Sturt, which, although they 
occurred in the sister colony, are equally applicable 
to Van IHeman's Land. 

It was on my return from my second expedition 

Aat I visited Lieutenant . The day after my 

arrival he took me round his property, and explained 
the various improvements he had made, considering 
the small means with which be had commenced. At 
this part of our conversation we came within view of 
his house, a substantial weather-board cottage. " I 
trust," said I, turning to him, " you will excuse the 
question I am about to ask ; for your frankness em- 
boldens me to propose it, and on your answer much of 
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tlie effect of wbat you have been sajiog will depend. 
In effecting these various improTementa, and iu the 
building of that house, have you been obliged to em- 
barrass yourself! or are they free from incumbrance ?" 
— ** Your question," he said, " is a reaaouable one ; 
and ! nill answer it with the frankness you are iLind. 
enough to ascribe to me. I have ever made it a rule 

not to exceed my income. Mrs. bore our 

first trials with so much cheerfulness, and contributed 
so much to my happiness and prosperity, that I felt 
myself bound to build her a good house with the first 
money T had to spave." I confess this answer raised 
my hast in my estimation, and it was a gratifying 
proof to me of the success that attends industry and 
perseverance. 

But let us look to another case. Mr. , having 

considerable funded means when he arrived in the 
colony, soon put his property into a state of progres- 
sive improvement, and being in truth an excellent 
practical farmer, it assumed the appearance of regu- 
larity and order. Had Mr. stopped at this 

moment, he would have been in the enjoyment of 
affluence and of every rational comfort. But, instead 
of exercising prodent rules of hospitality, he gave 
way to the natural generosity of his diapositiuu, en- 
tered into expenses he could not afford, and was 
ultimately obliged to part with his estate. Now it 
is deeply to be regretted that one whose energies 
and abilities particularly fitted him for the life he had 
chosen, should have failed through such conduct; and 
it is more than probable, that if he had commenced 
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with smaller means, and had gradually improved liu 
propertj, his fate would have been very diflerent. 

I shall leave these cases without further comment, 
eonvinc^d as I am, that each of them furnishes matter 
for seriou* consideration, and that tbej are practical 
illustrations of the causes af success or failure of 
those who emigrate. And altbongh I do not mean 

to affirm, that the majority follow Mr. 's cs- 

ample, I must venture to assert that thoughtlessness, 
useless expenditure in the first instance, waste of time 
and other circumstances, lead to equally ruinous con- 
sequences. 

Another instance of success attending industry and 
perseverance is mentioned by Mr. Osborne, in his 
Notes. — At four o'clock we arrived at the farm of 
Mr. O — , a recent Irish settler, who received the grant 
in 1829, and now (November 1832) resides in a 
commodious and substantial brick cottage, with two 
parlours, and five smaller apartments, and having a 
convenient briclt kitchen detached; he employs, free 
and prisoners, about twenty men. Last year he had 
a considerable surplus of corn, and has, at present, 
seventy acres of wheat in ear, and four down with 
maize, (it was a jungly forest when be began,) with 
abundance of the best stock, viz.: — sisteen horses, 
one hundred and twenty homed cattle, including 
twenty dairy cows, and sixteen working bullocks,Bnd 
from eighty to a hundred pigs ; — all these in three 
years, without sinking £500. And though last, not 
least, there has been an addition to the family circle 
of two sons and one daughter, which has assisted to 
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■abdue mamma's repugnance to the bush ; and she 
declares that in place of being lonely and tiresome, 
that it is more cheerful and interesting than, living 
in H town, which she had been acciutomed to. The 
inference to be drawn from these cases, is, that if a, 
man of sober habits, — by which I wonld be understood 
to mean, not merely a distaste for debauchery, but of 
a temperament which derires its chief enjoyment from 
the domestic circle, and from useful and rational pur- 
miits, — with a moderate command of ready cash, pursues 
bis object steadily and prudently, he will not only 
succeed in securing a livelihood, but will obtain a, 
home, where he may live with happiness. He should 
be alffa3's prepared for the misfortunes which unavoid- 
ably attend the formation of a new settlement, and 
when they befel him, if be faces them with firmness, and 
perseveres in bb task, it will not be long ere they are 
surmo,unted. 

I cannot, however, conclude this chapter without 
entreating the intending emigrant to meditate well 
on the following judicious observations.* They will 
he found in the Penny Magazine of Saturday, Julj2l, 
1832, and Chambers' Information to the People, 
No. 14.; the expense, therefore, will not deter the 
reader from possessing them. I say this, because there 
may be many emigrants to whom the price of even 
Ihb book, which the publisher assures me he will 
issue at the lowest possible price to cover the outlay, 
may be a consideration. 

• Thaj were eMrseted from the Hobut Town Alminae. 
b2 



" In several respeclj, tbe situation of a newly-arrived 
emigraat is peculiar. Every action, thought, and 
word, are for the moment influenced by the spirit of 
excitement, which is inevitable to all who have left 
their native land, in order to settle in a new and very 
indbtinctif understood country. With expectations 
highly raised — a strong feeling of self-consequence — 
and being keenly alive, too, to whatever is likely to 
alTect the success of the enterprise — the emigrant is 
apt, frequently, both to overrate and to underrate 
difficulties ; to form opinions upon light grounds, and 
afterwards pertinaciously to adhere to them ; in short, 
altogether to go wrong, merely for want of having 
been set right at starting. 

" One of the chief things to be impressed upon the 
emigrant is, that the sooner he reaches his ultimate 
destination, wherever he purposes ibis should be, - the 
better will it prove for him. Every shilling expended 
at intermediate places, every hour passed at hotels or 
lodging-houses, is an abstraction of capital, which he 
will bitterly repent before he has lived one year in 
the colony ; for it is idle to conceal from him, that 
upon his own frugality and industry, more than upon 
any other causes whatever, nil! his success depend ; 
and he should besides be told, that money is of so 
much more value here than in England, that if he 
purposes relying upon such aids as are common there, 
and should thus be led into an outset that is in the 
least beyond his own resources, or beyond such means 
as he has immediately at command, independent of 
any other quarter whatever, he will be preparing the 
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yny to bb own certain destruction. Once let turn be 
in the handa of the money-lenders, and the rapid man- 
ner in which an interest of fifteen to thiTty per cent. 
(whichis the least he will find he has to pay) snallowa 
up principal and every thing- he has besides, will 
astonish him. Houses, lands, possessions of every 
sort, all become snept away by the fell hand of 
the sheriff's ofGcer ; and years of anxiety, toil, and 
depnratioQ, finish by placing him in a prbon. But 
all this may be avoided by attending to a few plain 
rules or guides, of conduct, upon first entering the 
colony i and among them may be enumerated the 
following : — 

1. — Beware of what acquaintances are formed. It 
sometimes happens that emigrants are thrown, upon 
arrival, among classes who have formed a jaundiced 
opinion of every thing aronnd theia^of the colony 
^-of its administration — its resources— its general 
state or condition, and whose chief delight now is, ip 
gaining proselytes to their own notions. Whatever 
information these communicate will be tinged by the 
state of their own minds; and as a general rule, 
therefore, everything that so reaches the ear of the 
emigrant, should be received with extreme caution. 
Equally to be guarded against, are another class, or 
those who always view things in their brightest 
.colours ; for a young colony presents of itself a pecn- 
liar field for the man of enterprise and speculation, 
and if these be nourished by too much encourage- 
ment from persons, whose acqtiaintance with the place 
iends a sanction to their opinions, magnificent schemes 
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are sometimeH formed, without duly coiwdering the hn- 
pediments that lie in the way ; and which, instead of 
being ever completed, bring rain upon the projector. 

2. — Beware of becoming a politician, or of belong- 
ing to party. An emigrant should leave all things 
of this sort, in the country to which be has bid adien. 
He cannot afford to have his mind, or his time, divided 
between what his new avocations demand of him, and 
such pursuits as these. Delightful as they may be, 
also, they are perfectly out of place in a yoang colony, 
the governing principle of whose inhabitants should 
be, the moral conveyed in the foble of the bundle of 
sticks. Let an emigrant once take a greater interest 
in cobbling the affairs of government than in cultivat- 
ing his land, and it requires little of the spirit of 
prescience to foretell what will t>e his fate. 

3. — Never foi^et that you are in a country, whera, 
for a few years at least, prudence requires that the 
yeil of oblivion should ha drawn over many of the 
comforts, andatill more oftheluxuries of life, to which 
perhaps yon have been accnstomed for many years. 
Whatever may ba your circumstances, things of this 
sort cannot be indulged in for a time, without depart- 
ing from those macims of prudence, which have .been 
already inculcated. 

4.— 'Be eEtremely cautious how you are led into 
making purchases, or forming bargain* of any sort. 
Almost every one you meet will have the best horse, 
the best cattle, sheep, &c. the island produces, for 
sale ; but let the second best be good enough for you ; 
or rather remember, tliat there is nothing so good thkt 
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aomething else may not be found, which will equally 
»Bswer the purpose ; or again, that it is better some- 
times to be without a thing a weelc, than to have it 
one daj too soon. 

" The settler should never forget that his indepen- 
dence — his true comfort — will depend upon his being 
able to obtain, without monej, the greater part of 
those neceMaries of life, which money is elsewbeie 
required to purchase. He should aim to produce every 
thing within himself — to rMse all from hia own ground. 
He who does so, although his income may be small, 
may still be a wealthy man, if he be true to himself; 
but, as before said, mnch depends upon bow he aata 

" A few words will now be added, by way of 
acquainting the emigrant with certain routines that 
may assist bim upon first landing, in his search for 

" Hb roost important business, generally speaking, 
is the selection of Iand< — the desirableness of the 
early settlement upon it, of himself and family, has 
been already mentioned. The piece of information 
that will prove most useful to him with respect to the 
selection of land is, that infinitely roore depends upon 
his own energy, than upon anything else whaterei. 
In order to make his course plain, however, he may 
be told that his fiist business, after putting foot upon 
terra firma, is to obtain from the Survey Department 
a printed form of application ; and having filled it up, 
and forwarded it to its proper destination, he will 
jDon raceive an answer, acquainting him with the 
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Lieutenant-Governor's detenni nation upon his case,* 
Presuming this to be favourable, his next step is, to 
fix upon the land he may desire to have ; and here it 
must be confessed, a most difficult task is enjoined 
him — a most heartless, discouraging task is before 
him. He will no doubt have been permitted to ex- 
amine the charts of the island, that are in the 
Surveyor's office. But what information do these 
afford! What can be learnt from them, even by 
persons who fancy they know every comer of the 
colony ? and what then do they impart to the newly- 
arrived emigrant ? However, he will of course have 
studied them a little previously to departure for the 
interior, a measure that is imperative, personal in- 
spection being the only dependance whereon he can 
reasonably ground any hopes of success. But here, 
again, obstacles will be his lot at every step. The 
district surveyors will be unable, in consequence of 
the backwardness of the surveys, and other similar 
causes, to give biro half the information with respect 
to land in their immediate neighbourhoods, upon 
which he had perhaps calculated. Again, it is no 
easy matter to discriminate, by natural marks, a piece 
of land, which may remain ungranted from other por- 
tions or tracts in the vicinity, which may have been 
selected, although they have remained unimproved ; 
or again, from those parcels that have been marked off 
as reserves ; or for the church ; or for future 
villages, townships, &c. Besides, the person in quest 

* Vide Land Regulatioua, Appendix A, 
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of land, has alwaya to expect to be misled by persons 
Who are in the habit of assnming a right to Crown 
land, to which they hare no pretension, merely 
because they have found it convenient as a pasturage 
for their sheep and cattle. In addition to all these, 
it must not be overlooked, that there is really very 
little good land, except in remote situations, remain- 
ing ungranted, so that upon the whole the task of 
searching for it may well be termed difficult and 
perplexing. 

" Still the active, energetic searcher of land need not 
despair; but aa before said, much, very much depends 
upon himself; in fact, he may be considered either 
the maker or the marrer of his fortune, throughout 
his whole career in the colony j for it is the very 
worst place in the world for the idler, the spendthrift, 
or the lounger ; whilst, on the other hand, it presents 
ample, although perhaps he may at first consider it 
alow, encouragement for the man of sober and in- 
dustrious habits." 

In concluding this chapter, I again entreat all those 
of the productive classes, who can earn the means of 
existence in this country, — who are not ground to the 
dust by want, — not to think of leaving if ; consider the 
hngth of the voyage, nearly 16,000 miles, the arduous 
task on arriving at the antipodes, and, above all, the 
pangs to be endured on quitting the land of their 
forefathers— on abandoning friends, relations, — Eng- 

* HerchButs tnd others going ftbroid for a time only, cuinot 
bare Ihejr raeliags m Kutelf touched *■ the emigitut, who 
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All who have aeen the emigration ship quitting 
doek, and bare sees the emigrants collected on the 
deok, muit confes* it u trulf a distressing sight. ' " I 
have nitnessed sererat of these scenes," aaya the Et- 
tiiek Shepherd, " and I wish I may never witness 
another; for each of them has made tears burst every 
now and then into mf ejes for dajs and nights, and 
all the while in that mood of mind that I could think 
about nothing else. I saw the children all in high 
spirits, playing together and amusing themselves with 
trifieg; and I wondered if those dear innoceats, in 
after life, would remember anything at all of the land 
of their natiTiQr. They felt no regret, for they knew 
they had no home but where their parents were, no 
staff or stay but on them. They were beside them, 
and attending to all tieir wants, and they were happy. 
How different the looks of their parents ! They looked 
backwards towards their native mountains and gtades, 
with the most rueful expression of countenance.-^ 
Those looks can never be cancelled from my heart ; 
and J noted always that the older the men were, the 
more regretful and desolate were their looks. They 
thought, without doubt, of the tombs of their parents 
and friends, whose heads they had laid in an honored 
grave, and that, after a few years of the toil and wea- 
riness collateral with old age, they were going to lay 
down their bones in a new world, a far distant clime, 
never to mix their ashes with those that were dearest 
to them." 
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APPENDIX (A). 



Land Regulatioiu, iaued February 10, 1832. 



3 have been 
, chart 

thereof will be exhibited at the Surveyor-General's office; 
shewing its boundaries, the public reserves, the lands 
already appropriated,3Dd those remaining for sate; the latter 
being divided into lots, conttining, as nearly as practicable, 
640 acres each, which lots will be distinguishable by 
numerical marks, in reference to an accompanying schedule, 
wbicb will more particularly describe their bouDdaries. 

3. Notice will at the same lime be given in the Gazette, 
(hat such lands, after the expiration of three months, will 
become disposable. 

3. As no Crown lands will be sold, except in special 
cases, but those which shall have been previously notified 
as disposable, all offers to purchase must be made with 
reference to the charts and schedules exhibited for that 
purpose in the Surveyor- General's office, and must be 
addressed to the Surveyor-General, in the printed forms, 
which ma; be obtained at the same office on payment of a 
fee of 2t. 61^. for each. 

4. Should any peison desire to purchase a portion only 
of some particular lot, open for sale, he will, in his applica- 
tion, state the reasons for which he wishes the division to 
be made, as no deviation from the lots described in the 
schedules will be adopted, except in very special cases. 

5. All disposable lots for wtiich application shall have 
been made, with reference to the schedules, will be adver- 
tised, for not less than one month, and will then be sold by 
public auction to the highest bidder, provided that the price 
offered shall amount to the sum of 5s. per acre. 
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G. But before the bidding is accepted, tbe party will be 

required to pay down a deposit of £10 per ceuL on the 

Krchaae-money, and to lign an engt^^onent to pa; the 
lance within one calendar mouth, under penalty of for- 
feiting the deposit. 

7. Ifpayment be not made within the prescribed period, 
the d^Kisit will be forfeiled accordingly, and the laud will 
again be open to the selection of the public. 

8. But if the pUTchase be completed within tbe period 
stipulated, the purchaser will be put in immediate posses- 
sion of the laud, and no lime will be lost in prepani^ the 
title deeds ; previously to the delivery of which, a fee of 40*. 
will be payable to the Colonial Secretary for prepariog the 
same, and another fee of 53. to the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court forenrolling them, but it will be incumbent on the 
grantee to procure the enrolment. 

9. la ordinary cases land will not be sold, unless it 
shall previously nave been notified as open for sale ; but, 
in special instances, where parties may be desirous of pur- 
chasing lands in distiicts not yet surreyrd, those lands may 
be sold in the same manner after advertising for three 
months, but subject to all risks arising from inaccuracy of 
denription. 

10. All lands disposed of under these regulations, will 
be held in free and common soccage, subject to the annual 
quit-rent of a peppeiHXim. 

11. The Crown will reserve to itself the right of making 
and constructing such roads and bridges, as may be neces> 
sary for public purposes in all lands purchased as above ; 
and also to such indigenous timber, stone, and other mate- 
rials, the produce of the land, as may be required for making 
and keepmg the said roads and bridges in repair, and for 
any other public purposes. The Crown will further reserve 
to itself all mtues of coals and precious metaU. 

IS. No land within a hundred feet of high wats mark 
on the seaeoast,harbours,bays, or iniets.is to be considered 
open to purchase, unless for the purposes of commerce or 

13. All free persons will be eligible as purchasers of land, 
without any limitation as to quantity. 

14. RBTiEEn Officers,— Tbe same advantages will be 
estended to officers of his Majesty's Navy and Marines, 
retiring from the service, or going on half pay, as are held 



1 1,.^-i hv Google 



(iii) 

mrt to military ofScen by the General Order of the 1st 
Augusn, 1B31, No. 504, the established relation of rank 
lielween the different grades of each service, being obserred 
respectively. 

15. All officers desirous of becoming settlers, shall, like 
other individuals, procure land only by purchase at the 
public sales ; but they will be eniitled to a remission of the 
purchase-money, in proportion to their respective rank and 
period of service, according to the following Eraduaied 
scale, on producing testimonials of uneiceptionabfe charac- 
ter, froTa the General commanding in Chief, or from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, as the case may be. 

Field Officers of twenty-Gre years' serrice and 

upwards, in the whole .... £300 

Of twenty years' service and upwards . . 350 

Of fifteen, or less, years' service . . . 200 

Captains of twenty years' service and upwards 200 

Of fifteen or less years' service , . . 150 

Subalterns of twenty years' service and upwards 150 

Of seven or less years' service .... 100 

16. Noofficerwilibeentitled to the benefit of Ihisr^u- 
lation unless, if military, he shall produce the written per- 
mission of the General commanding in Chief, or the Com- 
mander of the Forces in India, to go on half pay; orb) 
retire from the service, for the purpose of settling in the 
colony; or if of the Navy or Marines, a similar permission 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

IT. All officers desirous of availing themselves of these 
regulations, must enter into a bond for fSOO, that either 
they or their families will reside in this colony for seven 

IS. They will berequved to apply for the land thpy wish 
to purchase in the forro pTescribed by the third paragraph 
of this order. 

19. To prevent the inconvenience at the time of sale of 
advancing the prescribed deposit of £10 per cent., a certifi- 
cate, signed by the Colonial Secretaiy, must be produced. 
Slating the sum they will be allowed in remission of the 
purchase-money. 

20. The other modes of procedure will be the same in all 
respects as those detailed alwTe in the case of ordinary pur- 
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31. DiHcHj-EoBa Soldiers. To non-commisgiaDed 
oflicera and privates, discbatged from the service for tb« 
purpose of settling in tbe colony, the following prop(»tiOQ 
of tfae puichase-mone; will beiemitted, viz: — 

Seigeants £S0 

Corporals and Privates ..... 35 

LEASES. 

22. All lots of Crown land which nay have been noti- 
fied as disposable, may be leased after the expiration of 
three months from the date of tbe notificaCioo, provided no 
offer to purchase them shall have been made in the interim. 

33. Persons who may be desirous of renting lots of 
Crown land, will apply to the Surveyor-General, in the 
printed form which may be obtained for the purpose at his 
office, on pavmenl of the fee of sixpence, and will in that 
application describe the land desired. 

24. The laud, if disposable by lease, will then be adver* 
tised for one month, at the expiration of which the lease of 
it, fot one year, will be put up to auction. 

25. Each lot will be put up at a tent of twenty shillings 
per hundred acres, and Uie highest bidding (if not less than 
that sum) will be accepted. 

36. Should application be made to purchase a lot already 
advertised to be let, but before it shall have been put up for 
that purpose, tbe application to purchase will supersede 
that to rent, and the lot will be advertised for sale in the 
r^ular way, provided the land be open for sale. 

27. At every auction, all lots which have on that occa- 
sion been put up to sale, but not sold, will be immediately 
offered on lease, for one year, and the highest bidding (if luit 
less than 20s, per hundred acres) will be then accepted. 

36. It is to be distinctly understood that leased lands will 
be open to purchase, provided they are amongst those which 
shall already have been notified as being for sale, and in the 
event of their being sold, they must be surreadered by the 
lessee upon one month's notice. 

29. At the expiration of the year, the lots leaded will not 
^in be put up to auction, unless application lo that effect 
shall have been made, and iti the absence of such applica- 
tion tbe tenant will be continued in possession upon the 
terms of his ordinal tease, until he shall notify to the Sui- 
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Teyori-Genera], in wrilinK, that he wiihes to relbquiah it ; 
but if, after the expiration of the year, another tenant oSm, 
the laud will again be put up as before. 

30. Althou^ in ordinary cases, no lands frill be leased, 
but such as sluiU .have been already notified as disposable 
by sale, yet as many settlemenls have been formed in remote 
parts of the colony, nhere the arrangements necessary for 
selling lands cannot for some time be made, |but where 
nerertheless it may be essential to persons already fixed 
there to obtun by lease the Crown lands in the neighbour- 
hood of their own, in such special instances the lands ap- 
plied for on lease, if unobjectionable, will be let by auction 
according to the process abore specified, but subject to all 
risks arising from any inaccuracy in the description. 

TOWN AND SUBURBAN ALLOTMENTS. 



32. Every township in the colony will shortly be laid ont 
and divided into sections and lots, plans of which will be 
seen at the Survey office, and at the offices of the Police 
Magistrates in the country. 

33. All persons wishii^ to purchase such allotments will 
make application to that effect to the Surveyor-General, in 
the mnted form, to he obtained at the Survey office, and at 
the Police offices, and will therein distinctly specify the lots 
requited, by reference to the numerical and sectional marks, 
by which they are described in the plans. 

34. Allotments thus apphed for will be from time to time 
advertised for sale, and after three months will be sold by 
public auction on the condittODs specified in paragraphs 6, 
7, e, and 10 of these regulations. 
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APPENDIX (B). 



Abstract 9 Geo. 4, chap. 83. 
An Act to proiide for the Adminiatration of Justice in New- 
South Wales and Van Dieman's Land, and for the more 
effectual Government thereof, and for other purposes re- 
lating thereto. 

$1. The King to establiiih Courts of Judicature, and to 
appoint not more than three Judges, dtiranle bene placerit, 
to preside over them. In case of the absence, resignation, 
or death, or incapacity from disease or infirmity of a Judge, 
the Governor to appoint some one to act in his stead. 

5 3. The Supreme Courts to be Courts of Itecord. 

§ 4. The jQrisdiction of Supreme Courts extended to 
offences committed where the Admiral has power or juris- 
diction, and to offences commitled by British subjects in 
the islands in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.* 

§ 5. All offences to be prosecuted by information in the 
name of the Attorney-General or other ofBcer appointed for 
that purpose, and to be tried by seven military or naval offi- 
cers ; but if that number cannot be obtained, the number ia 
to be made up by maglstmtes. 

§ 6. Permits any person, by leave of the Court, to exhibit 
a criminal information against another for any crime or mis- 
demeanor not punishable by death. 

§ 7. Allows His Majesty to authorise the Governor to 

§ 8. Issues of fact to be tried by a Judge and two Asses- 
sors, (magistrates liable to be challenged,) but either plain- 
tiff or defendant may apply for trial by jury to the Court, 
which has the power to grant or refiise the motion. 

§ 9. No assignee of a convict to re-assign without per- 

§ 10. His Majesty allowed to authorise the Governor to 
extend and apply the form of proceeding by grand or petit 
juries. 
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' § fl&f2'. Give equitable aad ecclesiastical jarisdio 
'Ikin to the Supreme Court. 

§ 13. H*a Majesty empowered to institute courts of cir'- 
cuit, vhich ihal) he courts of ojer aad terminer aad gaol 
delivery, and of nisi p'ius. 

^ 14. Directs the evidence on the tri«i of issues, where the 
matter aX issue exceeds the value of ^500; to be taken down 
by a clprk, who is to read it over to tiie witnesses, and they 
are to sign their depositions, which, with copi^ of all docu^ 
metit^ tendered as evidence, and rejected, are to be annexed 
to the record. 

§ 15. Authorises His Majesty to altow any person feeling 
(^grieved to appeal to the Privy Council. 

1 16. Allows Judges of Supreme Court) to mAe rules- 

5 IT, 18, & 19. Permit the Governor to appoint courts 
of general and quarter sessions, and courts at requests foT 
the recovery of small debts or damages not enceediog £10, 
and direct him, with the assistance of the Judges of the 
Supreme Courts, to- settie fonns of process and rules of 
practice. 

§ 20. Authorises- His Majesty to appoint a Council, not 
exceeding fifteen nor less than ten in number, to make lawa- 
and ordinances fbr the welfare and good government of the 
colony. 

§ 21. Council not competent lo act unless two-lhirds art 
present, erclusive of the Governor or presiding member : 
also requires thebills tb be laid before the Council by tbe 
Governor; notice of the general objects of any proposed 
bill lo be sent to one of die newspapers for insertion eight 
clear days before it is passed; but in case of'emergen<!y 
a bill may be passed (provided none of the members dis- 
sent, in writingj without any such notice. If theGovemor 
refuses to bring any propose for a law before the Council, 
any member, alter having obtained his refusaf in writing, 
may enter on the minutes the grounds of his disapprobation 
of the Governor's refusal. 

^ 22. Requires the Laws and Ordinances to be sent to 
the Supreme Court to be recorded, fourteen days after which, 
ftey are to be binding, unlas the Judges declare Ihem to be 
repugnant to the Laws of England, to Cbarters or Letters 
Patent; in such case the Governor and Council are 
miew theLaw ; and if they dissent from the Judges, Ae 
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Law tales eSe<!t; tbe Judges being raqntred to IBM fonf, 

and at length, the grounds of their opinion, for the purpow 
«f bang tmnamiLted to his Majesty. 

§ ?3. Goiemor or.otliet member appointed hj hia Majestj 
to preside at the meetiDgg of the Council, and to have the 
casting *ote. 

§ 24. Laws of England to be, so far as they can be, aa- 
plied in the administration of justice; and when any doubt 
arises, as to the application of any Law or Statute, tbe- 
Governor and Council are to determine whether it extends 
er applies to the Colony. 

5 25. Governor and Council not to impose taxes, except 
(or local purposes. 

i. 26. Makes perpetual 59 Gee. III., c. 114., and 
3 Geo. IV^ c. 96. 

§ 37. Powers vested in Governor, by former acts, to con- 
tinue, and the produce of duties to be applied, as Governor 
and Council, by any law or ordinance, apfioint. 

§ 28 & '^9. Laws and Ordinances to be transmitted to 
His Majesty, who may annul them ; copies of ihero to be- 
laid before both Houses of Parliament. 

§ 30. Members of Council to be jostiees of peace, and to 
lake a prescribed oath. 

§ 31. In case of death or resignation of a Member of 
Council, the Governor lo appoint some oee to the vacancy 
until it is filled by an appointment by the King 

§ 33. Makes valid Governor's remissions of sentences 
upon convicts, granted before 1st of Janukiry, 1824, cam- 
(twmablytoan act passed 30 Geo. III. 

§ 33. Requires all instruments, remitting sentences upon 
convicts, to be transmitted to the king, whose approbation 
efsucb remission must be expressed before it is valid. 

§34. Any person convicted of aiding the escape of con- 
victs, ^all be faable to a fine not exceeding £500, or lo 
imprisottment not exceeding two years, or biith. 

^ 35. Artificers, labourers, clerks, and others, may, by 
indenture (for form of indenture, vide Appendix D.) duly 
executed, without a stamp, bind themseltes to proceed to 
the Colcntes, and to serve there for a period not exceeding 
seven years, to be computed from the day ol the dute of 
, such indenture. 

§36-. Persons to whom artificers, labourers, &c. have 
fteund themselves, may bring actions against parties co»- 
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ceding or harbouring lliem ; and if thej shall i«cov«t a ver- 
dict, in additiDn to the damages, they shall have awarded 
to them treble costs of suil. 

5 37. Courts of Session, or two justices, to punish by 
fine and imprisonment a violation of the indenture, or any 
misdemeanaur, miscarriage, or ill-behaviour, committed by 
any artiiicer, &c. ; alio, to hear and determine any dispute 
or difference between the master and indented serrant, and 
to enforce theii orders or decision by execution against 
property, or by imprisonment, not exceeding three calendar 
months. 

§ 33. This act not to inralidate or affect contracts entered 
into by the Australian Companies ; which, however, are to 
have the benefitof^SS. 

§ 39. This Act to commence and take effect upon and 
from 1st March 1839, from which date 4 Geo. IV. c 96, 
to be repealed. 

^ 40. Jn the absence of the Governor, the officer for the 
time being, administering the government, to be Govemot, 

§ 41. Act to continue infbrceuntil 31st December, 1836, 
and thenceforward until the end of the next ensuing Session 
»f Parliament 
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Colonial Office, Sep. 20, 1833. 
T am directed by the Secretary of State tu acquaint yon 
<hat you are considered an eligible candidate for the loan 
which you liave requested, in aid of your means of emi- 
tting; to Van Diemaii's Land. You may therefore pro- 
ceed to ascertain the terms on which you can engage a 
passage for yourself and family ; and you will ac()uaint any 
shipowner, with whom you may propose to ^ree for that 
purpose, that it will be necessary for htm to transmit to this 
department (duly signed by himself) the enclosed cer- 
tificate. 

When that certiticate shall have reached this office, the 
GoTemor of the colony will be instructed to pay £ to the 
mister or agent of the vessel in which you shall arrive. 
These iDStructions will be delivered lo the master of the 
»easel in which you are to proceed, bj the principal officer 
of Customs, at the place of your embarkation; but they 
will not be so delivered, ur)ttl you shall have signed, in 
duplicate, a promissory note for the payment of the amount 
ofthe advance, wiihin the term of six months from the date 
of the note. On your arrival in the colony, Uie Governor 
will accept your bond for the same amount, payable at 
some more distant period, and will cancel the note executed 
by you in this country. 

I enclose your return, which you will give to the ship- 
owner, in Older to be sent back with his certificate. 
I am, your obediecit Servant, 

R. W. H*r. 

(Copy of Cerlijuale.) 
Place of residence ■■ 

Date . 

I hereby certify that A. B., apparently agieeii^ with the 
deicriptioQ in the enclosed return, has signified his desire to 
agree with me for the conveyance of himself and bmilj to 
Hobart Town ; and that from the means which he seems to 
possess for defraying the oecesiaiy cbacgei, I am disposed 
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'to undertake his coDveyoDCe, on receiving an ajsuraooe, that, 
upon his arrival in the colony, h farther sum of £ will be 
paid on hi* account to me, (or to C. D., mjr agent). 

(Signed) E. F. (Shipowner or Master.) 

"j^It must be observed tbitt, notwilhatanding the order 
from the Colonial Office, no payment will be made on ac- 
count of men who embark without their wives.] 



The KETDRH is B printed form, which the person desiroui 
of Teceiviug an advance from Goremment, in aid of his 
means of emigrating, is to hit up ; he must give it to the 
■tiipowner witii whom he contracts for a passage, and by 
him it is to be liansmitted to the Secreiarji to the Commis- 
sioners of Emigration, under a cover, addressed "To the 
iSewetary of State, Colonial Department, London." In ibis 
document the applicant will And proper lines marked for 
name, age, trade and calling, whether married or a widower; 
if married, the age of his wife — names and dates of birth of 
bis children — whether he intends to leave behind any of his 
femily, and if so, what means they have of subsistence — 
place to which he wishes to go — amount (not exceeding 
£20) he is desirous to obtain as an advance— And the name 
and address of the minister of the parish in which he 

Beneath this return are the printed (brmi of two certifl- 
cates ; the first, which must be signed by two respectable 
householdoB, runs as fellows : — 

" We Certify, that we are acquainted with A. B., the 
person above niimed, and that we believe him to be a com- 

E!lent workman, and likely to maintain himself in the 
olony to which he wishes to ^ ; and further, that we 
know that the particular! stated m the above return are 

Signatures and places of residence to be attached. 

The second is to be signed by a magistrate, or by the 
minister of the parish in which the applicant resides, and 11 
in this form : — 

"I Ctttify, to tbe bestof my belief, that the above certi- 
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Form of the Pkoxissurt Note to be giTen in Dupli- 
cale, and to be exchanged foe a. Bond, when the emigTMit 
arrives in the Colonj : — 

"London, 1st October, 1833. 

" Bj this, my first (or second) Promissory Note of this 
date, I promise 10 pay, at six months after date, to the 
Lord's CoromlssJODen of hi» Majesty's IVeasury, for the 
time beinf, or to such public officer coooected with the 
receipt of his Majesty's rerenue in the Colony of Van Die- 
roans Land, as the Governor or Officer, for the time beii^, 
adminislerini; tfaeCovemment of that Colony shall direct, 
the Sum of — (to be written in wonis,) for value 

Signed A. B. 
£. Witness C. D. 
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(IB) 
APPENDIX (R> 

Form of Indenture Jor Meckaniei and others. 
This IndeiHure, made the 30th day of September, in the 
Year of our Lord 1833, belneen John Doe, of the age of 
Twenty-four Years and upwards, of Epsom, in the County 
of Surrey, of the one Part, and Richard Roe, of SbefBeld, 
in the County of York, of tbe other Part, Witnesseth, that 
in consiileration of the Covenanta bereinafter entered into, 
tbe said John Doe doth by these presents contract and bind 
himself with and to tbe said Richard Roe faithfully to serve 
the said Richard Roe, or bis Agent or Agents, and his Exe- 
cutors, Administialors, and Assigns, as an Agricultural 
Labourer, [wbaterer his occupation may be] in the Colony 
of Van Dieman'a Land, and to make bimsetf^nerallj' use- 
ful in tbe service of the said Richard Roe, his Executors, 
Administrators, and Assigns, as he or his Agents may direct, 
for the Term of Seven 1 ears, to be computed from tbe Day 
of the date hereof. And the said John Boe doth hereby 
covenant, promise and agree with and to the said Richard 
Roe, his Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, or the 
Agents of the said Richard Roe, by these presents, in man- 
ner following (that is to say), That he the said John Doe 
■hall and will during the said Term of Seven Years, to the 
best and utmost of his Skill and Power, work aod labour 
in or about the proper business and employment of an 
Agricultural Labourer, and otherwise as aforesaid, in the 
service of the said Richard Roe, his Executors, Adminis- 
trators, Assign 1, or Agents, or to the Service of such other 
person as he, his Executors, Administrators, Assigns, or 
Agents shall from Time to Time direct; and generally shall 
apd will conduct himself during the said Term as a dutiful 
Servant. And in Consideration of the Covenants entered 
into by the said John Doe, the said Richard Roe doth pro- 
mise and agree to pay the said John Doe the sum of £20 
per annum, in quarterly payments to be made on the 1st 
January, 1st April, Ist July, and 1st October in every 
year account during the said Seven Years. And also to 
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(tit) 

mttide for the said John Doe Lod^ng duriitg the «sud* 
Term of Seven Yetn. And also lo provide all necessary 
Provisian and Clothing for the raid John Doe and his- 
Family at prime cost.* And the said Parties heielo- 
niutually bind themselves to each other for the du« pct^ 
formance of the respective Covenants herein coDtained and- 
agreed to be performed on their respective parts, in the Sum 
of One Hundred Pounds of lawful Money of Great Britain , 
to be recovered by Action ofDebt or otherwise, in any Court 
of the Colony or elsewhere, duly aulhiMised to taltecog^r 

&g^ed, Staledi and f 
Delivered in " 
preieitceqf - 



• TiMli are provided bf the 



J. CroB, PiisMr, It, Halbom. 
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THE FOLLOWING, 
COX.OHIA.X. P VSfilOATXO VS 



J. CROSS, 18, HOLBORN. 



Cross's Chart of New Soutli Wiles, in sheet, 1833 . . 10 

Ditto, in Csse 14 

Ditto, Mouuted nod VarniBlied 1 00 

Dangsr'B Map of Hnnter's Rirer, irith Book Indu. .220 

Ditto, in Ciiae 2 12 6 

Ditto, MoDDted and Vamished 3 30 

Map of SwdTt River Settlemeut, Kiog: GeoTge'e Sound, 

&c. (1B33) 5 6 

Ditto Ditto, with Harbours and Flans of Towns 7 6 

Ditto. . . . Ditto. . . . Ditto, in case 10 

A Letter from Sydney, the principal Town of Aua- 
tralis, together vitA the Outline of a STStem of 

Colomzation 60 

Wentworlh on AuHtriilia, 2 vols 1 40 

Atkinson Ditto 1 vol 70 

Cunningham. . .Ditto 2 vols 18 

Hints on Emigration 3 

Dawson oo New South Wales 14 

Nev South Wales Calendar and General Post Office 

Directory 10 

Authentic Information relative to New Zealand, by 
Junes Busby, Esq. formerly Collector of the Inter- 
nal Revenue, and Member of the Land Board of 
New South Wales i now BriUsh Resident at New 

Zealand 3 6 

The State of New South Wales in December, 1830, by 

E. S. HaU 08 

Swan River and King George's Sound— Jonrnals of 
Expeditions in Weslem Australia, durini the years 
ISiS, 1830, 1831, tuid 1832, with a Map 56 



Osborne's Notes on the present State and I^ospects 
of Society in New South Wales, with an Historical, 
Statistical, and Topographical Account of Manilla 



of Society in New South Wales, with an Historical, 
Statistical, and Topographical Account of Manilla 
and Singapore 3 
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Lul -^ Cohniai Pubhealion*. 



Crou's New Chart of Van Diemen's L , 

M the New Roads and Townships, with h Plan of 

Hohart Town and LauncesloD, 1633 80 

Ditto. . . . ditto, in Cbbb 12 

Ditto, Monnted and V&mished 17 D 

Ev&ns on Van Diemen'a Land, 1 rol 7 

Cnrr ditto ditto 1 toI 5 

WidowBon ditto, ...ditto 1 yol 86 

History of Van Diemen'a Land 90 

Hobart Town Calendar 7 6 

Jonroal of a Voyage from Calcutta to Vao Diemen'a 



BoDchette's Large Map of Canada, 3 sheets I 10 

Ditto, ID Caie 2 20 

Ditto, Mounted and Varnished 3 30 

CrOBs'a New Map of Upper and Lower Canada, a 
conveDient Pocket Guide for Emigrants, Bhowini 
^so the Rente to the Canadas through the United 

States from New York, 1833 26 

Ditto, ditto, in Case 3 6 

Walker's Large Map of the United States, 6 sheets . . 2 2 

Ditto, in Caae 2 12 6 

Ditto, Mounted and Varaished 3 13 6 

Liwrie's Map of the United States, in Sheet 10 6 

Ditto, in Case 15 

Statistical Skelcbes of Upper Canada, for the Use of 

Emigrants, by a .Backwoodsinan 16 

The Canadas aa they now are, by a late Resident, with 

a Map 46 

Pickering's Emigrant's Guide to Canada, with a Map 3 



N.B.—AII ethtf PubUtatitmt dh Iht above Coioitia. 
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